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December 18, 2018

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu

and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, 03301

Your Excellency and Honorable Councilors:

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission (NHPUC) to accept and expend $71,421 in grant
funds from the U.S. Department of Transportation - Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA) for implementation of new technology to improve the enforcement of the Underground Utility Damage
Prevention System effective upon Governor and Council approval through December 31, 2020. 100% Federal
Funds.

These federal grant funds are to be budgeted in an existing account entitled State Dmge Prevent Prgm Yr 01 as
follows:

Fiscal Year Summary

02-81-81-810510-74910000 State Dmge Prevent Prgm Yr 01

Class Description FV20I9 TOTAL

027-500464 DoIT 68,806 68,806

41-500801 Audit Fund Set Aside 72 72

50-500109 Personnel Services -Part Time Salaries 2.543 2.543

Totals: 71,421 71,421

Source of Flinds

Class Description FY2019 TOTAL

000-407735 State Dmge Prevent Prgm Yr 01 71,421 71,421

Totals: 71,421 71,421
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EXPLANATION

The statutory provisions for the Underground Utility Damage Prevention System, commonly referred to as
DigSafe, are found in RSA 374:48 through RSA 374:56. The NHPUC, by Order No. 24,347 in Docket DM 04-
119, authorized its Safety Division to administer and enforce the DigSafe program. In 2018, the Safety Division
was granted an award by PHMSA to replace its current software system with a cloud based platform that
improves functionality, reporting and administration. This grant will be used by the Safety Division to contract
with Spruce Technologies, Inc. for the development of a replacement database that captures Dig Safe program
violations with associated civil penalty administration, provides for greater interface with Dig Safe Systems, Inc.,
New Hampshire's one-call center, and sends information for inclusion into a national repository for underground
utility damages.

Accordingly, the NHPUC requests authorization to accept and expend $71,421 in PHMSA grant funds for the Dig
Safe database development project and to budget the funds as follows:

•  Class 027-500464 Information Technology will be used to support a contract with Spruce
Technologies, Inc.

•  Class 041 -500801 Audit Set Aside Fund will be used to cover the 0.1 % charge of the $71,421
awarded in federal grant funds.

•  Class 050-500109 Personnel Services - Part Time Salaries will be used to support the portion of
salary costs for current staff associated with administering this grant. No new employees will be
hired.

In the event that Federal ftmds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to support these
expenditures.

Your consideration of our request is appreciated.

Respectfully submitted.

Martin P. Honigberg
Commissioner
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This CLIN provides funding for this grant,

Obligated Amount: $71,421.00

The total amount of award: $71,421.00. The

obligation for this award is $71,421.00.

71,421.00
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