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Memo/Updates Tracking Table 
Use this table to track memos and updates issued by the Secretary of State and the 
Attorney General.  The HAVA staff will maintain a current “Updates Tracking Table” in 
ElectioNet “Help,” “Instructions.”  To verify that you have received all the memos and 
updates issued since the publication of the manual, check the table in ElectioNet.  

Date Issued Title Issued By 

Ballot Boxes on Cover 

1892 was the first year the state printed ballots for all 272 polling places existing at that 
time.  In addition, the state purchased and delivered to each city and town ballot boxes 
as shown on the cover.   These included a counting machine on top that activated a 
bell as each ballot entered the ballot box, keeping a total of how many were cast.  Many 
towns still use these original ballot boxes in some if not all of their local and state 
elections.  Others still have them either in storage or on display.  Many are lost.  The 
Towns of Eaton and Windsor, however, have the distinction of having used their 
ballot boxes, with their original counting equipment in working order, since they were 
originally issued.  This has been confirmed by Windsor Town Moderator Patrick 
Hynes and Eaton Town Moderator Thaire Bryant. 

August 24, 2018 Processing of Absentee Ballots on Election Day SOS & Attorney General
September 6, 2018 State Primary September 11, 2018 Memo Secretary Gardner
September 6, 2018 Attachment: Registering to Vote in New Hampshire 2017 SOS & Attorney General

September 20, 2018 Absentee Ballot Requirements and Instructions update. HAVA Office
October 3, 2018 EPM Update Memo & PDF of EPM Update SOS & Attorney General
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To the Election Officials of New Hampshire: July 20, 2018 

Our state has fair, impartial, and well-run elections where qualified individuals cast ballots that are 
accurately counted because of you, our Moderators, Clerks, Supervisors of the Checklist, Inspectors of 
Election, and other election officials.  Thank you for your hard work and attention to detail.  Your work 
addressing cyber security, using best practices to protect your local electronic systems and ElectioNet 
log-in credentials, properly handling e-mails and attachments which might pose risks, and supporting 
our work to keep all our systems secure is important and appreciated.  Your efforts to protect the right 
to vote and the integrity of our elections are essential and are a major contribution to the strength of 
our democracy.   

Research from Professor Norris at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University 
concluded that New Hampshire’s election officials rank first in our nation in your impartiality, 
transparency, distributing information to the public, and your performance1.    This academic 
assessment of your work confirms my experience with you, that the voters of New Hampshire are very 
well served by their local election officials.  Our elections work well because of your effort and ethics. 

Thank you to all of the Clerks, Moderators, and Supervisors of the Checklist who have provided 
suggestions for improving and expanding this manual.  I greatly appreciate the valuable input provided 
by the Executive Committee of the New Hampshire City and Town Clerk’s Association and by all of 
the clerks who provided feedback at your regional meetings and throughout the years.  This year, 
members of my staff and I met with individual moderators as well as groups of moderators at five 
regional round table discussions.  The recommendations we received from those moderators guided 
several important revisions in this edition.  Supervisors of the Checklist, at individual meetings with my 
staff and during the training provided at the HAVA offices, have provided important insight into the 
challenges of their work and this edition benefits from their recommendations.   

It is my hope that this Manual, used in conjunction with the NH Votes online training at 
http://NHVotes.sos.nh.gov and the Secretary of State’s website at http://sos.nh.gov/ will provide a 
helpful guide to which you may refer as questions arise in the election process.  As always, we stand 
ready to help you in any way we can. 

Thanks for the hard work you do by sharing your time so that our elections remain second to none as 
the best conducted in the United States and New Hampshire’s unique political traditions continue. 

Sincerely, 

William M. Gardner 
Secretary of State 

1 See “Perceptions of Electoral Integrity: The 2016 American Presidential Election”  http://www.electoralintegrityproject.com. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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PREFACE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Fall 2018 updates reflecting a court decision, additions, and errata are highlighted in yellow.

This document is the Election Procedure Manual prepared by the Secretary of State with the 
advice and approval of the Attorney General pursuant to RSA 652:22.  It should be used in 
conjunction with the Secretary of State’s website at http://sos.nh.gov/ and NH Votes election 
law training, which is available at http://NHVotes.sos.nh.gov.  

This 2018 revision of the Election Procedure Manual reflects changes to the election laws made 
in 2017 and 2018.  The Manual is organized in four parts:  Part 1, Elections from Start to Finish; 
Part 2, Responsibilities of Election Officials by Office; Part 3, Expanded Guidance: Accessibility, 
Challenges, Electioneering, & Wrongful Voting; Part 4, Forms and Appendices.  

In response to your feedback, this edition starts with a “What is New” section, highlighting 
recent changes to the election laws.  Throughout this edition, substantive changes are highlighted 
in light grey to allow readers to quickly focus on changes to law or procedures and areas where, 
as a result 

of concerns that have arisen, the manual provides further guidance on existing law.  For forms 
and appendices, updated forms will have a 2017 or 2018 date in the footer.  We have expanded 
the section on the duties of Inspectors of Elections (Ballot Clerks) and after publication of this 
manual will be updating the other training tools provided to assist you with training ballot clerks. 

Finally, copies of forms, charts, polling place layouts, suggested procedures and sample notices 
are provided.  There is an extensive index at the back of the Manual to assist readers in quickly 
locating answers to questions.  The work done in the past by the volunteers from the New 
Hampshire City and Town Clerks’ Association continues to serve as the foundation upon which 
this manual has been developed.   

While this document reflects a concentrated effort by the Secretary of State’s Office and the 
Attorney General’s Office to summarize and organize the election laws, it is not binding legal 
authority.  The Election Procedure Manual is intended to be a resource and a learning tool; it is 
not a substitute for the relevant statutes or for legal advice.  Court decisions and changes to the 
statutes made between printings of the Manual may change the election laws.  Whenever 
uncertainty exists as to what action to take, we will make our best effort to assist you and you 
should consult your local legal counsel. 

The Attorney General’s Office enforces the election laws and serves the Secretary of State as legal 
counsel.  In the event that the acts of a local government election official become the subject of a 
lawsuit, however, the legal counsel for that community will be defending the official and his or 
her community in court.  If disagreement exists as to proper procedure, consult with your 
jurisdiction’s local legal counsel before acting.   

The Secretary of State and the Attorney General endeavor to provide effective assistance to local 
election officials.  We thank you for your tireless efforts in conducting elections in your 
community.  The validity and credibility of New Hampshire elections rely on your willingness to 
learn and properly execute the election laws.  Voting is the most fundamental right in a democracy 
because it is through voting that citizens protect all other rights by carefully selecting the public 
servants who guide and direct our self-governance.  You are the first and primary protectors of 
that most fundamental right, the right to cast a meaningful vote.     
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information.  Many confidential voters 
use absentee ballots.  Do not disclose a 
confidential voter’s name or address.  No 
one other than the moderator, clerk, or 
election officials assisting in processing 
absentee ballots has a right to see the 
application or affidavit.  

No specific statute requires the public 
announcement of the rejected absentee 
voter's name.  However, the Attorney 
General has determined that in fairness to 
absentee voters, moderators must publicly 
announce the rejected absentee voters’ 
names.  If a rejected absentee voter is 
present in his/her community on Election 
Day and available to come to the polls to 
vote, the public announcement of the 
name allows an opportunity for a member 
of the public to notify the voter and for 
the voter to vote in person.  When a 
voter’s absentee ballot is rejected, he/she 
may come to his/her polling place and 
vote in person.   

COMPARING ABSENTEE 
BALLOT SIGNATURES 

New Hampshire law, RSA 659:50, 
requires the moderator at the polling place 
on Election Day to process absentee 
ballots.  The moderator shall examine 
the signature on the affidavit and the 
signature on the application for the ballot. 
If  

• The name of the voter is on the
checklist;

• the affidavit appears to be
properly executed; and

• the signatures appear to be the
signatures of a duly qualified voter
who has not voted at the election;

then the moderator shall publicly 
announce the name of the absentee voter. 
However, do not announce any voter who 
has been included in the address 
confidentiality program under RSA 7:43 
or who has been granted a protection 
order under RSA 173-B:4 or RSA 173-
B:5.  The moderator shall identify such 
voters as “confidential voter number 1” 
and “confidential voter 2” and so forth. 
RSA 659:50, as amended by SB 248, laws 
of 2017, Chapter 216. 

SIGNATURE Requirement EXCEPTION 
FOR VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES 
An absentee voter who receives assistance
in voting is exempt from  the
requirement that the application or 
affidavit be signed by the voter. A voter
may receive assistance from any person. 
“Any person who assists a voter with 
a disability in executing” the application 
for an absentee ballot or the affidavit 
on the absentee ballot envelope “shall 
make a statement acknowledging the 
assistance on the application form [and 
on the affidavit.  RSA 657:4; RSA 657:7, 
II(b); RSA 657:17. 

The current versions of the application 

and affidavit contain this statement that a 

person assisting a voter must complete: “I 

attest that I assisted the applicant in 

executing this form because he/she has a 

disability. Signature _____/date ____.” 

Anything that lets the moderator know
the voter received assistance is sufficient. 

The law does not require the same person 

to assist with both documents.
A different person may put the statement 

on the application than the person who 

puts the statement on the affidavit.  

While the statement usually should be
on both documents, if it appears on
only one document, then treat the voter 

as a voter who received assistance. 
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What is New 
Count the absentee ballot if the other 
requirements set forth above are satisfied. 

The United States District Court for the 
District of New Hampshire has ruled that 
RSA 659:50, III, which required a 
comparison of the signature on the 
absentee ballot application with the 
signature on the absentee ballot affidavit 
to determine if the same person signed 
both, is unconstitutional.  Moderators are 
therefore prohibited from conducting the 
signature comparison set forth in RSA 
659:50, III.    See: Notice Regarding the 
Processing of Absentee Ballots 
on Election Day.  ElectioNet > 
Help>Instructions or http://sos.nh.gov 
(Election Officials > Moderators). 
CHECKLISTS 

A review of the marked checklists from 
the 2016 general election brought to light 
several concerns regarding checklists. The 
checklist to be used at the election must be 
unmarked when the polls open. The practice 
of pre-marking absentee voters is 
improper and is a suspected source of 
inaccurate checklist markings regarding 
absentee voters. 

Ballot clerks should be instructed to make only 
those marks on the checklist which are required 
by law. 

voters, after the person votes, to 
complete a new Voter Registration 
Form B to obtain a good record of 
the new address); 

• When an out-of-state driver’s
license or non-driver’s ID is used
as photo ID, enter the two letter
abbreviation for the state that
issued the ID (VT, MA, ME, NY).
RSA 659:13, I(b).

• If the voter did not have photo ID
and is presenting a completed
challenged voter affidavit
(“CVA”), with a photograph or
religious exemption affidavit, put a
check mark in the CVA box on the
checklist. RSA 659:13, I (c)(1). At
a primary, for a voter who is
registered as undeclared and who
affiliates with a party and takes
that party’s ballot, write in the first
three letters of the party above the
“UND.”

• After handing the voter a ballot,
using a ruler or straight edge, draw
a single thin line through the last
name of the voter. RSA 659:13,
I(b).

• For an absentee voter, when the
ballot is presented by the
moderator, mark “A.V.” in red ink
beside the voter’s name, place a
checkmark beside the voter’s
name, and draw a single thin line
through the voter’s last name
using a ruler or straight edge. RSA
659:52.

• Checkmark beside the name
immediately upon finding the
name on the checklist as the check
in starts – Ballot Clerk Procedure
– pages 244 and 246.

• Address Change, marked in red
ink. – RSA 659:13, I (Supervisors
may establish a local policy asking

5 

Other changes to a voter’s record, such as 
a name change (marriage, divorce, court 
order) must be processed with the 
supervisors of the checklist using the 
Voter Registration Form B, marking the 
upper right corner to indicate the form is 
completed for a name change or address 
update. RSA 654:7. 

http://sos.nh.gov/
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Best practice for documenting a name 
change reported at the polling place on 
election day is: 

• Voter checks in at the ballot clerk
table and reports a name change.
No action is taken at this moment
by the ballot clerk and the voter is
directed to the supervisors of the
checklist;

• Voter is asked to complete a new
Voter Registration Form B,
marking in the upper right hand
corner the form is completed due
to a name change.

• Supervisors require the voter to
provide proof of identity, to verify 
the validity of the new name.  Any 
form of proof of identity used by 
a new voter to register is 
acceptable.  As the person has 
already proven age, citizenship, 
and domicile to become 
registered, the voter is not 
required to provide proof.   

• Supervisors send the voter back to
the ballot clerk table to check in
and either:

o Accompany the voter to
explain the name change to
the ballot clerk; or

o Provide the voter with the
same document provided
to new voters to notify the
ballot clerk the person has
been registered, but 
specially mark that 
document to show the 
voter’s former and current 
name. 

• The ballot clerk should find the
voter’s former name on the
checklist and place a checkmark
beside that name.  The ballot clerk
next needs to verify the voter’s
identity in the same manner as for
other voters.  A photo ID with the
new name is appropriate proof,
but any proof accepted for other

voters is acceptable.  The ballot 
clerk will then draw a single thin 
line through the voter’s entire 
name on the checklist and write in 
the voter’s new name immediately 
above the printed name.  The new 
name will not be in its proper 
alphabetical position on the 
checklist, but needs to be entered 
immediately above the former 
name to avoid confusion in the 
count of voters, marked as voting, 
to determine how many people 
voted.   

• The new name should not be
written in where the names of new 
voters are written.   

• When election day registrations
are counted, name changes for a
previously registered voter should
not be counted as a new election
day registration.  The voter with a
name change should be counted
with other previously registered
voters when tallying how many
previously registered voters cast a
ballot in the election.

Non-public information, such as a voter’s 
date-of-birth or other data that may be 
missing from the voter’s record, may not 
be written onto the election day checklist. 
The election day checklist becomes a 
public document following the election. 
The supervisors and clerk may adopt local 
procedures for collecting missing 
information.   

REAL ID DRIVER’S LICENSE 
NOT PROOF OF US 
CITIZENSHIP 

A New Hampshire REAL ID compliant 
driver’s license or non-driver 
identification is not proof of United States 
Citizenship.   

The State of New Hampshire has started 
issuing REAL ID compliant driver’s 
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licenses.  To obtain a REAL ID compliant 
license, a person must prove that he or she 
is a United States citizen or a person who 
is lawfully present in the United States in 
circumstances that allow the person to 
have a social security card.  A Permanent 
Resident Alien (Green Card holder) or 
non-citizen who has an unexpired 
Refugee or Asylee document issued by the 
federal government may obtain a REAL 
ID compliant New Hampshire Driver’s 
license, but he or she is not a United States 
citizen.   

NOTICES FOR VOTER 
REGISTRATION SESSIONS 

It is important that any voter registration 
notice that is posted must clearly inform 
applicants that qualified applicants who 
do not possess or who do not bring proof 
of qualifications at the time of registration 
may use an affidavit for proof and will be 
allowed to vote.   

Individuals registering to vote in New 
Hampshire must provide proof of 
identity, age, citizenship, and domicile. 
More than 30 days before an election, 
applicants who do not have proof of age, 
identity, or citizenship with them may use 
a Qualified Voter Affidavit to prove age, 
identity, or citizenship.  If the applicant 
does not have proof of domicile, he or she 
must retrieve proof and return to register 
or may register without proof starting 30 
days before the election.   

Starting 30 days before an election and for 
election day registrants, applicants who do 
not have proof of identify, age, citizenship 
or domicile with them may use the 
affidavit on the back side of the Voter 
Registration Form B to prove 
qualifications.   

Applicants willing to sign the appropriate 
affidavit shall not be denied registration 

because they do not have documentary 
proof with them when registering to vote. 

Notices of sessions to be held by the 
supervisors of the checklist or other voter 
registration opportunities must be worded 
to inform applicants that if they do not 
possess or bring proof with them, an 
affidavit may be used.   

Recommended wording for notices of 
opportunities to register to vote:   

Applicants for registration who possess proof of 
identity, age, citizenship, and domicile should 
bring that proof when they come to register. 
Qualified applicants who do not possess proof or 
who do not bring proof with them may register if 
they sign an affidavit attesting to their 
qualifications for identity, age, and citizenship.   
More than 30 days before an election, applicants 
without proof of domicile will be asked to retrieve 
proof and return to register.  Within 30 days of 
an election and on election day, applicants without 
proof of domicile with them may register to vote if 
they sign an affidavit attesting to their domicile 
and either agreeing to bring or send in proof or 
attesting that they are not aware of possessing 
proof of domicile.  

RETENTION OF VOTER 
REGISTRATION FORMS 

New Law – RSA 654:13-a. All voter 
registration forms and other records 
relating to voter registration shall be 
retained securely in a municipal office 
under the direction of the town or city 
clerk.  Those forms and records shall be 
readily accessible to the supervisors of the 
checklist.  Any voter registration 
document submitted at a meeting of the 
supervisors of the checklist or at the 
polling place shall be filed at the office of 
the town or city clerk within 10 days of the 
meeting or election at which it was 
submitted. 



What is New 

8 

ELECTIONEERING – WEARING 
CAMPAIGN MATERIAL 

The United States Supreme Court has 
recently addressed the authority of states 
to prohibit wearing electioneering 
material in the polling place.  See 
expanded guidance on electioneering at 
page 185. 

ELECTRONIC POLL BOOKS 
TRIALS 

New Law – RSA 652:27.  Cities and towns 
may conduct a trial of electronic poll 
books for voter registration and check in 
at a local election.  The trial must follow 
the requirements issued by the Secretary 
of State.  See further information at: 
http://sos.nh.gov/epoll.aspx 

VOTER VERIFICATION 

New Law – RSA 654:12, V(c), (e)-(f); RSA 
659:13, IV(b).  The  Secretary of State 
shall send a letter to applicants who 
register without providing documentary 
evidence of domicile or identity and to 
voters who voted without evidence of 
identity.  The Secretary of State shall 
conduct an inquiry regarding any letters 
which are undeliverable or where there is 
no response from the voter.  The 
Secretary of State may contact local 
officials for assistance with verifying 
information and/or to request copies of 
Voter Registration Forms and/or 
Affidavits to fulfill these responsibilities. 

RESILIENCE 

Continuity of Operations Planning 
(COOP) and systematic off system 
backups of critical information are 
evolving nationwide as best practices for 
elections.  Have a backup plan in case your 
ballot-counting device fails.  Plan for a 
power outage.  Print a backup copy of 
your checklist well in advance of the 
election. 
.

Photo ID Names Must Substantially 
Conform
RSA 659:13, II(a) provides in pertinent part:
“A valid photo identification shall show the 
name of the individual to whom the 
identification was issued, and the name shall 
substantially conform to the name in the 
individual's voter registration record; it also 
shall show a photograph of the individual to 
whom the identification was issued.” (emphasis 
added) 

Therefore, if the photo appears to match the 
voter, the name as printed on the photo 
identification need only “substantially conform” 
or substantially match the name on the checklist.  

New Hampshire does not print any special 
characters as part of a name on a driver’s license.  
A person with an apostrophe in his or her name 
on the checklist may present a driver’s license 
with no apostrophe in his or her name.  Do not 
reject a photo ID on the grounds that there is no 
apostrophe.

ElectioNet, the statewide voter registration 
system, accommodates up to 40 letters and 
special characters in a voter’s name.  Some photo 
ID systems, including the New Hampshire 
driver’s license, have a shorter limit on the 
number of letters that will print on the ID/
license.  If the photograph matches the voter and 
all the letters of a long name shown on the photo 
ID match the corresponding letters of the name 
on the checklist, do not reject the ID on the 
grounds that the final letters of the name on the 
checklist are not shown on the ID.  

Voters whose photo ID has a name that 
substantially conforms to the voter’s name on 
the checklist should not be requested to re-
register.  
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XXII. CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE

ORDER OF NAMES ON BALLOT 

Order of Names on Ballots pursuant to RSA 656:5-a 
(Effective from June 20, 2018 through June 2020) 

umber of Number Drawn for Examples 
Candidates Start of Prmided Below 

for an Office Rotation of ~ame.s 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

EXAMPLES 

I. If you have 3 candidates filed for 
an office, place your candidates in 
alphabetical order by surname: 

Alphabetical Order 

1) Martha Jones 
2) Lany Smith 
3) John Zorro 

II. If you have 10 candidates filed for 011 

office, place y our candidates in alphabetical 
order by surname. 

Alphabetical Order 

1 
1 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
1 
2 
8 
10 
5 
I 
7 
7 
12 
16 
11 

6 
20 
22 

See sample below 

See sample below 

Since the number I was dt·a,vi1 for the event 
that 3 candidates filed for an office, candidate 
names would be listed on the ballot with 
alphabetical candidate # 1 listed first_ 

Order of Names on Ballot 

(1) Martha Jones 
(2) Lany Smith 
(3) John Zorro 

Since the number 2 was drawn for the event that 
IO candidates filed for an office, candidate names 
would be listed on the ballot with alphabetical 
candidate #2 listed first. 

Order of J\ a mes on Ballot 

1) Jane Adams 
2) Bruce Brown -----------,•~ (2) Bruce Brown 

(3) Joan C'urtis 
3) Joan Curtis 
4) Alice Dean 
5) Frank French 
6) Candace Lozenge 
7) Susan North 
8) Joseph Smith 
9) Jill Thomson 
10) John ZotTO 

(4) Alice Dean 
(5) Frank French 
(6) Candace Lozenge 
(7) Susan North 
(8) Joseph Smith 
(9) Jill Thomson 
(10) John Zorro 
(1) Jane Adams 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NOMINATION PAPER 

(For State General Election) 
RSA 655:40 – 45) 

CANDIDATE SECTION:  The following candidate requests that his or her name be placed upon the official ballot to be 
used at the November 6, 2018 state general election.   

Candidate’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate’s Domicile ________________________________________________________________________ 
 (street)  (town or city)  (ward)  (zip) 

For the Office of __________________________________________________District No. ________________ 

Political Organization/Principles represented by Candidate:  ________________________________________ 

VOTER SECTION:  I hereby certify that I am a registered voter in the town or city (ward) below.  RSA 655:40 states that 
“No voter shall sign more than one nomination paper for each office to be voted for.” 

Print Voter’s Name   ____________________________________           Date: __________________________ 

Voter’s Signature ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Voter’s Domicile ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 (street address)  (town or city)  (ward) 

Voter’s Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 (street address)  (town or city)  (ward) 

CERTIFICATE OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST 
The undersigned, a MAJORITY of the SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST (or Registrars of Voters), hereby certify 
that the voter signing this nomination paper is a registered voter in the town/ward of 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

� The signer of this paper is NOT a registered voter in this town or ward     Date __________________

RSA 655:41, II. The city clerk may certify that the signer is a registered voter, if in a city. 

Filing Deadlines: 
August 8, 2018  – Last day to submit signed nomination papers to Supervisors of the Checklist in town or city 
August 29, 2018   – Supervisors must have nomination papers certified for candidates and organizations 
September 5, 2018 – Last day to file certified  nomination papers with Secretary of State’s Office 

OVER 
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NOMINATION BY NOMINATION PAPERS 

655:40  General Provisions.  As an alternative to nomination by party primary, a candidate may have his or her name placed 

on the ballot for the state general election by submitting the requisite number of nomination papers.  Such papers shall contain the 

name and domicile of the candidate, the office for which the candidate is nominated and the political organization or principles 

the candidate represents.  Nomination papers shall be signed by such persons only as are registered to vote at the state general 

election.  No voter shall sign more than one nomination paper for each office to be voted for, and no nomination paper shall contain 

the names of more candidates than there are offices to be filled.  Each voter shall sign an individual nomination paper. Nomination 

papers shall be dated in the year of the election. 

655:41  Certification.  I. Each nomination paper shall be submitted to the supervisors of the checklist of the town or ward in 

which the signer is domiciled or is registered, and a majority of the supervisors shall certify whether or not the signer is a registered 

voter in said town or ward.  The supervisors of the checklist shall certify nomination papers under this section in a timely fashion, 

so that their certification shall be complete for each candidate, together with any objections to the nomination papers submitted, 

no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday 2 weeks before the primary (August 29, 2018).  Each nomination paper shall be 

submitted to the supervisors of the checklist no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday 5 weeks before the primary (August 8, 

2018) 

II. The city clerk may perform the responsibilities of the supervisors of the checklist under this section.

655:42  Number.  I. It shall require the names of 3,000 registered voters, 1,500 from each United States congressional

district in the state, to nominate by nomination papers a candidate for president, United States senator or governor. 

II. It shall require the names of 1,500 registered voters registered in the district to nominate by nomination papers a candidate

for United States representative; 750 to nominate a candidate for councilor or state senator; and 150 to nominate a candidate for 

state representative or county officer. 

III. It shall require the names of registered voters equaling 3 percent of the total votes cast at the previous state general election

to nominate by nomination papers a political organization. 

655:43  Filing Deadline.  I.  Nomination papers shall be filed with the secretary of state no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 

Wednesday one week before the primary (September 5, 2018).  Nomination papers to be filed shall be grouped by municipality. 

No nomination papers shall be accepted by the secretary of state unless the candidate shall have met the age and domicile 

qualifications for the office he or she seeks at the time of the general election and meets all the other qualifications at the time of 

filing; and if a candidate for the office of governor, executive councilor, state senator, or state representative, unless the candidate 

shall file with the nomination papers an affidavit of qualifications as provided for in RSA 655:28 and RSA 655:29; and if a 

candidate for United States senator or United States representative, unless the candidate shall meet the qualifications for office 

under RSA 655:3 and 655:4. 

II. No candidate who intends to run for any state or federal office in the state general election by means of nomination papers

shall have his or her name placed on the ballot unless the candidate files a declaration of intent, as provided in RSA 655:17-a or 

RSA 655:17-b, within the filing deadline required by RSA 655:14-a  (June 6-15, 2018).  Any person who files on the last day of 

the filing period must do so in person before the secretary of state. 

III. No political organization shall have the names of its candidates placed on the ballot unless the chairman of the organization

files a declaration of intent, as provided in RSA 655:17-c, within the filing deadline for candidates established in RSA 655:14-a. 

IV. No person who filed as a candidate in the state primary election shall be eligible to have his or her name placed on the

ballot for the state general election by submitting nomination papers as provided in this subdivision. 

655:44  Objections.  Nomination papers made in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall be regarded as valid and 

shall be received by the secretary of state unless objection thereto is made in writing no later than the Monday following the last 

day for the filing of such papers. 

655:45  Nomination Papers Protected. No person shall falsely make or file or knowingly deface or destroy any nomination 

paper, or any part thereof, or sign any nomination paper contrary to the provisions of law knowing the same, or any part thereof, 

to be falsely made or suppress any nomination paper, or any part thereof, which has been duly filed.  Whoever knowingly violates 

any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor if a natural person or be guilty of a felony if any other person. 
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XXIII. UNDECLARED VOTERS

Voters who register on election day as Undeclared may sign this form after they have declared a party and cast 
their ballot in the primary election.  This will allow the voters party to be returned to the Undeclared status after 
the election has been scanned. 

To print forms from ElectioNet go to: 
Inquiries->Help->Instructions>Return to Undeclared Template – 2017 

UNDECLARED VOTERS 

ELECTION DAY PARTY AFFILIATION CHANGE FORM 

Name:   _________________________________________________ 
(Print)

 Address: ___________________________________________________ 

     _______________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

I hereby request that my political party registration be changed as follows: 

From: Democrat [    ]     Libertarian [    ]     or    Republican [    ] 

To: Undeclared [    ] 

Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury. 

SIGN NAME: _______________________________  DATE: _____________ 
2018 v.1
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UNDECLARED RE-REGISTRATION PRIMARY DAY 

 
To print this report go to ElectioNet: Activities -> Reports -> Elections -> Return to Undeclared for Primary 
 
A previously registered undeclared voter uses this form to change party affiliation back to undeclared after voting 
on primary day.  A person who registers undeclared on election day and then affiliates with and votes on the 
primary ballot of a party may return to undeclared using the form on page 266. 
 
Where there are a significant number of undeclared voters, the ElectioNet report used to create this form will list 
several voters on each page.  The pages can be organized in a three right binder for ease of use and to ensure the 
forms are kept together.  If the number of undeclared voters warrants doing so, you may want to use several 
binders, each containing a section of the alphabet.  

 
 

 
  

Ward: 00 

Name 

LAST NAME, FIRST NAME 

Total Voters: 1 

Grand Total Voters: 1 

Undecl.ired Voter Re-Registration - DIX'S GRANT 

Election O.ite-N.ime; 2018--09-11--STATE PRIMARY ELECTION 

"I hereby request that my political party be changed from Party Choice to Undeclared." 
signed under the pains and penalties of perjury. (per RSA 654:34) 

Residence Address 
Circle Party Chosen 

Voter ID Borcode 

Page 1 

Signed under the pains 
and penoltles or perjury 

1 NO ADDRESS DIX'S GRANT DEM LIB REP 300505327 lllllllllllllllllllllllli __ _ 
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XXIV. RETENTION AND PRESERVATION OF ELECTION MATERIALS

(RSA 33-A:3-a) 

 Retained by Period of Retention 

Elections 
Federal or state elections: ballots, absentee ballot 
applications, affidavit envelopes, lists, and Challenged 
Voter Affidavits  

City or Town Clerk (Unless requested by the Secretary of 
State – RSA 659:99)  

until the contest is settled and all appeals have expired or 
at least 22 months after the election, whichever is longer 

Local elections: ballots, absentee ballot applications, 
affidavit envelopes, and lists.  

City or Town Clerk (Unless requested by the Secretary of 
State – RSA 659:99) 

until the contest is settled and all appeals have expired or 
at least 60 days after the election, whichever is longer 

Local elections: Challenged Voter Affidavits City or Town Clerk (Unless requested by the Secretary of 
State – RSA 659:99) 

until the contest is settled and all appeals have expired or 
at least 22 months after the election, whichever is longer 

Checklist 
Marked copy by the town clerk 7 years 

Voter Registration 
Forms, including Page 2 of the Voter Registration Form 
and absentee voter registration forms  

by town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Same day, returned to undeclared status, form and report 
from statewide centralized voter registration database 

by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Party change form by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Forms, rejected, including absentee voter registration 
forms, and denial notifications 

by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * 7 years 

Qualified Voter Affidavit by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Domicile Affidavit by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Overseas absentee registration affidavit by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Absentee ballot voter application form in the federal post 
card application format, for voters not previously on the 
checklist 

by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office * until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Absentee ballot affidavit envelope for federal post card 
applicants not previously on the checklist 

by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Notice of removal, 30-day notice by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Report of death by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Report of transfer by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

Undeliverable mail or change of address notice from the 
United States Postal Service 

by the town/city clerk securely in a municipal office until voter is removed from checklist plus 7 years 

*Must be available to both clerk and supervisors of the checklist.  RSA 654:13-a
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