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Moderator: William Oberndorf, Chairman, Oberndorf Enterprises, LLC
Panelists:

« Derrell Bradford, Executive Director, NYCAN

" Scott Hammond, Nevada State Senate

» Adam Peshek, State Policy Director of Choice, Foundation for Excellence in Education
; Katie Swingle, Parent, Florida

Strategy Session VI - PISA for Schools: How International Results Can
Impact Local Students

America’'s educational shortcomings are not limited to low-income students in low-income neighborhoods. Rather, our students from every
economic background lag behind their peers in most developed countries, according to Rick Hanushek's 2014 analysis of Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA) results, Not Just the Problem of Other People's Children: U.S. Student Performance in Global
Perspective. Fortunately, there’s a new tool to fuel progress. The PiSA-based Test for Schools aliows individual schools to administer an
assessment to a sample of their 15-year-old students and compare themselves to the highest performing schools around the world. With
these results, teachers and administrators can identify the actions required to prepare all students 1o succeed in today's global economy.
Panelists will examine the revealing results of this analysis and discuss how states, schools, districts and charter networks can use this
important tool.

Moderator: David Winston, President, Winston Group
Panelists:

: Dr. Mitchell Chester, Commissioner of Elemertary and Secondary Education, Massachusetts
» Dr. Eric Hanushek, Senior Fellow, Hoover Institution of Stanford University
» Jon Schnur, Executive Chairman, America Achieves

2:15-2:45 PM Networking Break
2:45-4:00 PM General Session: To Be Announced
4:15-5:30 PM Strategy Sessions:

Strategy Session VII - The Proficiency Gap: Why It Matters for Your State

States need to set high proficiency expectations for students in the critical subjects of reading and math, the two building blocks of
education. Yet most states set the bar for proficiency in these subjects far too low on their annual standardized tests, leading parents and
teachers to befieve students are performing better than they actually are. Many states have transitioned to new tests, creating an
opportunity to raise proficiency expectations that reflect true mastery. This session will explain the significance of the proficiency gap,
share strategies for communicating the importance of rigorous expectations and underline the importance of conveying honest, consistent
information about student performance.

Moderator: Dr. Christy Hovanetz, Senior Policy Fellow, Foundation for Excellence in Education
Panelists:

. Dr. Tommy Bice, Alabama State Superintendent of Education

¢ Catherine Brown, Vice President of Education Policy, Center for American Progress

» Jaryn Emhof, Vice President of Communications, Foundation for Excellence in Education
. Karen Nussie, Executive Director, Collaborative for Student Success

Strategy Session Vil - Beyond Proficiency: What It Means to Raise
Expectations for All Children

National achievement data clearly demonstrates that we need to raise expectations for all students, including our highest-achievers. The
achievement gap receives a lot of attention and for good reason. But states don't have to choose between focusing on low-performing
students and high performers; they can accelerate the achievement levels of all children, including the academically advanced. During this
session, panelists will explore efforts in America and around the globe to support the highest-achieving students and will discuss policies
and programs 1o support these strong learners.

Moderator: Hanna Skandera, New Mexico Secretary of Public Education
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Success.
Moderator: Dr. Chester Finn, Jr., Distinguished Senior Fellow and President Emeritus, Thomas B. Fordham Institute
Panelists:

. Kevin Chavous, Executive Counsel, American Federation for Children
Matthew Joseph, Policy Director for Education Funding Reform, Foundation for Excellence in Education
Dr. Paul Peterson, Henry Lee Shattuck Protessor of Govemment, Harvard University
Lesiey Poole, Director of Outreach, SEED Foundation

Strategy Session: Xll - How to Spark Education Innovation in Your State

Terms such as blended learning, competency-based learning and personalized leaming are occasionally tossed around as if they are
interchangeable. While there are ways in which these innovations overiap, there are key differences between them — differences that can
have significant implications for policymakers seeking to cultivate innovative education models in their states. Join this interactive session
to learn the differences between innovative education models, discuss the range of policies states can pursue to encourage innovation,
and explore policies and lessons learned from states with experience.

Moderator: To Be Announced
Panelists:

+ Dr. Lisa Duty, Partner, The Learning Accelerator

+ D. Craig Hom, North Carolina House of Representatives

: Thomas Rooney, Superintendent, Lindsay Unified School District, California

: Marilyn Whitney, Senior Special Assistant for Education, Office of the ldaho Governor

Strategy Session: XlIl — Creating Turnaround School Districts That Work

Many states are considering new approaches to fixing failing schools, including the creation of statewide school districts. These special
districts go by different names — Recovery, Achievement or Opportunity. Despite the differences amongst these districts, each relies on the
same fundamental principles to transform failing schools into effective schools. This panel will highlight those central principles and explore
the success of the New Orleans Recovery School District and other proven turnaround models.

Moderator: Dr. Michael McShane, Director of Education Policy, Show-Me Institute
Panelists:

> John DeBerry, Jr., Tennessee House of Representatives
» Nelson Smith, Senior Advisor, National Association of Charter School Authorizers
To Be Announced

12:30-2:00 PM Lunch Keynote: To Be Announced
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