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January 22, 2020

The Honorable Mary Jane Wallner, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court

State House

Concord, N.H. 03301

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
And the Honorable Executive Council

State House

Concord, N.H. 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 604-A:l-b, Additional Funding, authorize the Judicial Council to receive an
additional appropriation from funds not otherwise appropriated in the total amount of $850,000,
upon Fiscal Committee and Governor and Council approval, through June 30, 2020. Source of
funds is 100% General Fund.

Funding is to be budgeted in 02-07-07-070010 as follows:

Class/Expense Class Title
11030000/ Services other than Counsel

108/500752

EXPLANATION

Current Budget Change Revised Budget
$1,030,000 $850,000 $1,880,000

This account funds services other than counsel which a court deems necessary for an adequate
defense. RSA 604-A:l provides that "representation shall include counsel and investigative,
expert and other services and expenses, including process to compel the attendance of witnesses,
as may be necessary for an adequate defense before the courts of this state." Expenditures have
significantly exceeded our forecasts in this line. Without additional funding, the Judicial Council
will be unable to pay the court-approved invoices for these services.

Pursuant to RSA 604-A:I-b, the Judicial Council may request, with prior approval of the Fiscal.
Committee of the General Court, that the Governor and Council authorize additional funding if
expenditures for indigent defense are greater than amounts appropriated in the operating budget.
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Total FY 19 expenditures for this line were $1,931,238. As of January 22, 2020, year-to-date
expenditures for this line were approximately $966,382, leaving a balance of approximately
$63,618. The FY20 monthly average for this line is $146,528.

The Judicial Council has an additional $111,800 in invoices waiting to be processed. The funds
currently available in account 02-07-07-070010-1103 are insufficient to pay the court-approved
invoices already in-house and expected to arrive between now and the end of the current fiscal
year. Based on the monthly average of expenditures since July 1, 2019, the account will require
the addition of $850,000 to meet the anticipated expenditures in this line through June 30, 2020.

This Agency will remain at your service to provide any requested information concerning the
critical importance of this additional funding to the orderly administration ofjustice.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully Submitted,

'0-
Sarah T. Blodgett
Executive Director


