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The State of New Hampshire

Department of Environmental Services

-
NHDES

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner

sty
Pt et s,

October 28, 2019
His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and The Honorable Council
State House '
Concord, NH 03301
‘REQUESTED ACTION

Approve Michelle Momenee’s request to perform the following work on Squamscott River in Newfields. File #
20159-00815. This project will not have significant impact on or adversely affect the values of Squamscott
River.

Impact 40 square feet of previously developed upland tidal buffer zone and 473 square feet of tidal wetland to
construct a new tidal docking structure. The structure consists of a 4 foot by 10 foot access way {located
landward of the highest observable tide line) connected to a 4 foot by 42 foot fixed pier connected to a 3 foot
by 35 foot ramp connected to a 10 foot by 20 foot float. The overall structure length seaward of the highest
observable tide line is 87 feet, providing one slip on 172 feet of frontage on the Squamscott River.

In addition, the project will impact 244 square feet of tidal wetland to restore salt marsh and 240 square feet
of previously developed upland tidal buffer zone to relocate an existing boat house from the salt marsh to
previously developed upland tidal buffer zone; 420 square feet of previously developed upland tidal buffer
zone will be temporarily impacted for construction access and installation.

The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Serv_ices (NHDES) imposed the following conditions as part
of this approval:

1. All work shall be in accordance with plans by Ambit Engineering dated December 2018, and revised
through August 05, 2019, last received by the NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) on
August 08, 2019.

2. This permit shall not be effective until recorded at the Rockingham County Registry of Deeds Office by the
permittee. A copy of the recorded permit shall be submitted to the NHDES Wetlands Bureau prior to
construction.

3. Not less than 5 state business days prior to starting work authorized by this permit, the permittee shall
notify the NHDES Wetlands Bureau Pease office and the local conservation commission in writing of the*
date on which work under this permit is expected to start. :

4. Any future work in jurisdiction as specified in RSA 482-A on this property will require a new application and
approval by the NHDES Wetlands Bureau.

5. No person undertaking any activity shall cause or contribute to, or allow the activity to cause or contribute
to, any violations of the surface water quality standards in RSA 485-A and New Hampshire Administrative
Rule Env-Wq 1700.

www.des.nh.gov .
29 Hazen Drive » PO Box 95 » Concord, NH 03302-0095
NHDES Main Line: (603) 271-3503 » Subsurface Fax: (603) 271-6683 « Wetlands Fax: (603) 271-6588
. TDD Access: Retay NH 1 (800) 735-2964
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'6.

10,
11.
12.

13
14,
15,

16.
17.

This permit does not authorize the removal of trees or saplings within the waterfront buffer that would
result in a tree and sapling point score below the minimum required per RSA 483-B:9, V, (a}{2}{D)(iv).
There shall be no removal of mature trees dlong the shoreline of the river on this property associated with
the construction of the dock and access way.

Native vegetation within an area of at least 25% of the Natural Woodland Buffer located between 50 and
150 feet landward of the reference line shall be retained in an unaltered state in order to comply with RSA
483-8:9, V, (b), (2). f :

This tidal docking structure consisting of a 4 foot by 10 foot access way (located Iandward of the highest

observable tide line) connected to a 4 foot by 42 foot fixed pier connected to a 3-foot by 35 foot ramp

connected to a 10 foot By 20 foot float with an overall structure length seaward of the highest observable
tide line of 87 feet, providing one slip on 172 feet of frontage along the Squamscott River shall be the only
docking structure on this water frontage. _ ‘
Construction of the dock and demolition of the existing boat house shall' occur from a barge equipped with
a crane, at low tide, seaward of any emergent vegetation, to reduce potential impacts to the river bank
and the estuarine intertidal and subtidal wetlands.

Pile driving or pile removal work shall be done during low tide.

Pilings to be removed shall be cut level with the substrate rather than pulled, in order to limit the creation
of turbidity. / ,

The height of the pier's decking over the surface of the tidal marsh at mean high tide shall be equal to or
greater than the width of the decking. '

Decking shall have at least 3/4-inch spacing between the decking planks to provide sufficient sunlight
penetration and rainfall to underlying vegetation.

The seasonal structures, including the gangway and fioat, shall be removed during the non-boating season
and stored on the existing pier or in an upland location. '

All construction-related debris shall be properly disposed of outside of the areas subject to RSA 482-A.

The permittee or permittee's contractor shall properly restore the salt marsh, in accordance with the
approved plans and narratives, and shall take such remedial actions as may be necessary to re-establish
native vegetation and natural condition similar to that of the adjacent salt marsh area. Remedial measures

" may include re-planting, relocating plantings and/or removal of invasive species.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

To-prevent the import or export of invasive plant species to and from the site, the permittee's
contracto?(s) shall clean all soils and vegetation from construction equipment and matting before such
equipment is moved to or from the site.

Work shall be conducted in a manner so as to minimize turbidity and sedlmentatlon to surface waters and '
wetlands. -

Work shall be conducted in a manner that avoids excessive discharges of sediments to fish spawning areas.
Approprlate siltation/erosion/turbidity controls shall be in place prior to constructlon shall be malntamed
during construction, and shall remain in until the area is stabilized. :

The contractor responsible for completion of the work shall use techniques described in the New
Hampshire Stormwater Manual, Volume 3, Erosion and Sediment Controls Durlng Construction (December
2008). ' y

Construction equipment shall be inspected daily for leaking fuel, oil, and hydraulic fluid prior to entering

" surface waters or wetlands or-operating in an area where such fluids could reach groundwater, surface

waters, or wetlands.

- b
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24. The permittee's contractor shall maintain appropriate oiI/dieseI fuel spill kits on site that are readily
accessible at all times during construction, and shall train each operator in the use of the kits..

25. Within three days of final grading or temporary suspension of work in an area that is adjacent to wetlands
or surface waters, all exposed soil areas shall be stabilized by seeding and mulching during the growing
season, or if not within the growmg season, by mulchlng with tack or nettmg and pmnmg on slopes steeper
than 3:1.

MONITORING:

26. A certified wetlands scientist or qualified professional, as applicable, shall be on-site to monitor the project
during restoration activities to verify that all work is done in accordance with the approved plans and
narratives, adequate siltation and erosion controls are properly implemented, no water quality violations
occur and salt marsh vegetation is installed and established successfully.

27. The permittee or permittee's contractor shall conduct a follow-up inspection in October or November
following the first two (2) growing seasons to review the success of the restored salt marsh area and to
schedule remedial actions if necessary.

28. The permittee shall notify the NHDES Wetlands Bureau in writing of the certified wetlands scientist or

qualified professional, as applicable, who will be responsible for monitering and ensuring that the project

area is constructed and restored in accordance with the approved plans. The permittee shall re-notify the

NHDES Wetlands Bureau if the identity of the individual changes during the project.

" 29. Areport prepared by the Certified Wetland Scientist or Qualified Professional, as applicable, documenting
status of the restored jurisdictional area, including photographs, shall be submitted to the NHDES
Wetlands Bureau {Stefanie.Giallongo@des.nh.gov) within 60 days of the completion of restoration

_activities and by December 31st following each annual in5pection for two {2) consecutive growing seasons
“upon completion of the project.

30. The restored area shall have at least 75% successful establishment of native salt marsh vegetation after

two {2) growing seasons, or shall be replanted and re-established untul the function is repllcated ina
" manner satisfactory to the NHDES Wetlands Bureau.

EXPLANATION

The NHDES approved this project on September 09, 2019. The NHDES supported its decision with the

following findings: :

1. This is a Major Project per New Hampshire Administrative Rule Env-Wt 303.02(a), projects in sand dunes,
tidal wetiands, or bogs, except for the repair of existing structures pursuant to New Hampshlre
Administrative Rule Env-Wt 303.04(v). , -

2. The applicant has provided evidence which demonstrates that this proposal is the alternative with the
least adverse impact to areas and environments under the department's jurlsdlctlon per New Hampshire
Administrative Rule Env-Wt 302.03.

3. The project includes relocation of an existing boat house currently located within the salt marsh to a new
location landward within the previously-developed upland tidal buffer zone. The area of the existing boat
house will be restored and monltored for two consecutive growing seéasons to ensure successful
establishment of native salt marsh vegetatlon

4. The dock is the minimum length necessary to provide full access for the majority of the tidal cycle at this
location. :

L
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5.

10.
11.
12

13.

The float will be supported by float stops in order to maintain a minimum 18 inches of clearance above the
mud at low tide. '

The decking will have a minimum of have 3/4-inch spacing between planks.

A barge and crane will be utilized to complete construction of the dock and demolition of the existing boat
house from the water, to minimize adverse impacts to the river bank and the estuarine intertidal and
subtidal wetlands. ' : ' : : : :

In correspondence dated April 04, 2019, signed authorization was provided by the applicant to allow their
agent to act on their behalf throughout the permitting process.

The applicant has demonstrated by plan and example that each factor listed in New Hampshire
Administrative Rule Env-Wt 302.04(a) and (c), Requirements for Application Evaluation, has been
considered in the design of the project. '

The NH Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB) has record of sensitive plant species and exemplary natural
communities within the vicinity of the project (NHB19-0271). '

In correspondence dated March 19 through Aprit 05, 2019, NHB coordinated with the applicant's agent to
ensure that impacts to the underlying salt marsh will be minimized to the maximum extent practicable.
NHDES staff field inspection on May 09, 2019 found that the site is accu rately represented in the
application.

In accordance with RSA 482-A:8, NHDES finds that the requirements for a public hearmg do not apply as
the permitted project is not of substantial public interest, and will not have a significant impact on or

_ adversely affect the values of the estuarine resource, as identified under RSA 482-A:1.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

In correspondence dated April 11, 2019 the Pease Development Authority, Division of Ports and Harbors,
determined that the project would have no negative effect on navigation in the channel.

In correspondence dated March 19, 2019 the Newfields Conservation Commission stated no opposition to
the project as proposed.

In correspondence dated April 05, 2019, the NH Division of Historical Resources found that the project will
not have an adverse effect on historical properties. '

In accordance with NH Administrative Rule Env-Wt 304.04, in correspondence dated February 21, 2019,
signed authorization was obtained from the abuttlng property owner, to which the project will occur
within 20 feet of the shared property boundary.

The proposed project is located within a Designated River Corridor and proper notification to the local
river management advisory committee (Exeter-Squamscott River Local Advisory Committee; ESRLAC) was
sent on March 21, 2015,

In correspondence dated March 28, 2019, ESRLAC provided a review of the application, which has been
incorporated into the final apprbved plan and permit conditions.

No other comments of concern were received by the NHDES from abutters or local governing
organizations.

Application file documents are being forwarded to the Governor and the Executive Council in connection with

their consideration of this matter pursuant to RSA 482-A:3,11.(a) as it is a,majdr project in public waters of the

state.

We respectfully request your approval of this item. W m

Robert R. Scott, Commissioner
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| DIRECTIONS FOR TowWN/Criy CLERK: .=

NHDES will accept the permit application; but it wili NOT receive the expedited review time.

v

ew" is checked on page 1, if the Conservation Commission signature is nat present,

public review.
DIRECTIONS FOR APPLICANT:

3. Return the signed original application form and attachments to the applicant so that the applicant may submit the
application form and attachments to NHDES by mail or hand delivery.

earing the signature of the Town/ City Clerk, additional materials,

L Submit the single, original permit application f!oi—m b
_ and the anplication fee to NHD_ES by majl or helmd delivery, .
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] Minimum impact Fee: Flat fee ofS 200
B4 Minor or Maior Impact Fee: Calculate using the below table below

Permanent and Temporary (non-docking) 821 sq. ft. X 50.20= $164.20
Temporary (seasonal) docking structure: 305 sq. ft. X 51.00= $305.00
Permanent docking structure: 232 sq.ft. X $2.00= S 464.00
. Projects proposing shoreline structures (in_cluding docks}) add $200 = $200.00 f
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CONFIDENTIAL NH Dept of Envirohineiitak Servnces review
Memo . , 2 NH NATURAL HERITAGE BUREAU
| e (G e e

'"NHB DATACHECK RESULTS LETTER

200 Griffin Road
Unit 3
Portsmouth, NH_ 03801

From: Amy Lamb, NH Natural{H _e'riltage'Bur_eau'
Date:  1/31/2019 (valid for ofe year, from this date)
Re: ‘Review by NH Natur’gl Hentagc Bureau
NHB File ID: NEBIQ-027I Town: Newfields 3
Description:  The project proposes a‘tidal dockmg structure}t

Locauon Tax: Ma : Tax Map 202, Lot 1
oatnng access fo the Squamscdit River.

"““%

iesyovi &;thc;followmg result

x-,,.-...o

As requested, | have searched our databasé for records oﬁrarc specl s34

Comments: Please send NHB a site plan showmg the proposed gock Iocatlon and salt*marsh lmpacts .:B.hro'os ofl'tﬁli‘é‘lsite,‘lf avallable, w:ll also aid-in our
réview. s .

. i o . | ey, . ; . -~
Natural Community L A:ZFederal. "Noteg

High salt marsh these‘com’r‘rg&r}l&_}{os are primarily alierations to {Re hydrology of the-wetland
: g} rﬁtlgg_l*;estnamns thiat: might affect the §:heet ‘flow of tldal waters
ntemdal ﬂat)'and dncreased input of nutrients and pollutants in storm

=y
a;

"Theats oithese commumt:es are primarily alterationstojthe hydrology of the wetland
N ,x'ﬂn“, L

chitasidi chmg or tldal restrg: |ons that’ mlght affect the.sheet flow. of tidal waters
iefintertidal Nat). and mcreased mput of nutrlelﬂs and pollutants in storm

e
;g ;
Fl"'ﬂ“ i ! ‘-

:W
. ‘..gn . :. 3 ,"
30‘ %“E;?

Low salt marsh

Salt marsh system Thr ats are primarily changes to'the hydrology of the system Jintroduction of

m'vaswe species, and |ncreased input of nutrientsfand pollutants

Subtidal system Threats to these. commumtles are primarily altérations to the.hydrology of the wetland:
p Yy Y
(suchias alterauons that mlght afféct the shefl flow of tidal,waters across the intertidal

_ flat) 'gnd increased’ 1nput of nutrients-and Pollutants in §iorm runoff, -

Notés) )
=~ . Threas'to thls estuarmc spec:es are: prlmarlly alteratlons to" the hydrology of the

wetlandqsuch ) dltchmg ar. udal restfictions that,might aFFcct the sheet flow:of tidal
waters across the mtcmdal flat actwttles “that eliminate- plants and increased i input of’

Plant species

perennial-saltmarsh American-aster \
(Symphyotrichum tenuifolium var. temuifolium)
. hl

Department of Natural and Cultural Resources ' o . DNCR./NHB
Division of Forests and Lands . o _ 172 Pembroke Rd.
(603)271-2214  fax: 271-64838 ) o L _ Concord, NH 03301

.



NHB DATACHECK RESULTS LETTER

CONFIDENTIAL — NH Dept. of Environmental Services review
A @ NH NATURAL HERITAGE BUREAU

Memo

nutrients and pollutants in stofmgrunoff.
- “Threats to estuarine plants;are. primatily alterations to the hydrology of the wetland,
"“i’might affect the sheet flow of tidat waters

o
5

prolific yellow-flowered knotweed (Pobigonmg
ramosissimum ssp. prolificur) & such as ditching opstidalyrestrictions th
mosissim _pprf } & uch as t?lglollt da st_ngf_‘fn at‘“‘. . '
& : across the intertidaliflatwactiviliesithat eliminate plants, and increased input of
f nutrients and,pollUtantsgin,storm ranoff, ‘
. ol R ﬁ Uyrahs, S ™)
'Codes: "E" = Endangered, "T" = Thredténed, “SC” = Special Concern, "--"=an exemplary na urall‘bﬁl?iﬁunity, ra rarglspecies trackediby NH Naturat Heritage that has not yet -
. . Y L wh g . Tl
been added to the official state list. ApTasterisk (*) indicates that the most recent report for that ocEurence’ wasiimoreithans20 years ago. \
¥ i e v L | :

A negative result (no record infbur database) does not mean that a sensitiye‘lspecigggjﬁ‘gpt,ppsent. Qur data can only tell you of I?r}o_wn occurrences, based on
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PLAN REFERENCES: |
c-8628.

N.H. ROUTE 108. PREPARED
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1) ' SUBDMSION OF LAND FOR .LAWRENCE
N)z\mnns.mmmwm L. POHOPEK
SURVEYORS, DATED FEBRUARY 20, 1979. RCR.D. PLAN

N

2) RGHT-OF-WAY PLANS FEDERAL AID PROJC!
DOF ~STP~BRS-MGS—%-225(8) N.H, PROJECT NO. P4385

THE STATE OF NEW

HAMPSHIRE - DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION. DATED
SEPTEMBER 25, 2002. NOT RECORDED.

4 SF SALT MARSH RESTORATION AREA:

33

" TO BE PLANTED EVERY 1.3 FT ON CENTER

SF BUFFER WETLAND RESTORATION AREA:

L]
GRS

{AGROSTIS
(SCHIZACHYRIUM SCOPARRIM) AND SPREAD THROUGHOUT.

BE PLANTED WITH SALT MARSH CORDGRASS (SPARTINA ALTERNFLORA)

BE PLANTED WITH NATIVE GRASS SEED MIX: TICKLESEED, ROUGH BENTGRASS
SCABRA), VIRGINIA WILD RYE (ELYWMUS VIRGINIUS). UTTLE BLUESTEM

SEED AND PLUGS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM PIERSON NURSERIES INC
(24 BUZZELL ROAD. BIDDEFORD, MAINE D4005: PHONE 207-429-2934)

WETLAND NOTES:

1) HGHEST COSERVABLE TIDE UNE DELINEATED BY STEVEN
0. RIXER, WS ON 7/24/18 I ACCORDANCE WITH THE
FOLLOWING STANDARDS:

A) US. ARMY CORPS OF ENCINEERS WETLANDS
DELKEATION MANUML TECHMICAL REPORT Y-87—1
(JAN. 1987). AND REGIOMAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE
CORPS OF ENGINEERS WETLANC DELINEATION
WU_EUL‘ MORTHCENTRAL AND NORTHEAST REGION,
VERSION 2.0, JANUARY 2012

B} FIELD INDICATORS OF HYDRIC SOLS IN THE UNITED
STATES, VERSION 8.1, USDA-MRCS, 2017 AND
(FOR DISTURBED SITES) FIELD INDICATORS FOR
JIOENTIFYING HYDRIC S0LS IN NEW ENGLAND,
VERSION 4. NEWPCC NETLANDS WORK GROUP
(2017). _

C) NATIONAL UIST OF PUNT SPECIES THAT OCCUR IN
WETLANDS: NORTHEAST (REGION 1), USFWS (WY
1988), .

D) CULASSIFICATION OF WERLANDS AND DEEPWATER
FABITATS OF THE UNMED STATES. USFW MANUAL
FWS/0BS-79/31 (1957).

E) "IDENTIFICATION AND POCUMENTATION OF VERNAL
POOLS N NEW HAMPSHIRE" (1997), NEW
HAMPSHIRE FISH AND GAME DEPARTWENT.

2) WETLAND FLAGS WERE FIELD LOCATED 8Y AMBIT
ENGINEERING, INC.

_ AMBIT ENGINEERING, INC.
% Civil h:;‘l.ném & Land Surveyors
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- ABOWEGROUND OR

. P . .
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JORISDICTIONAL AREAT PRIOR TO THE NT
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