
Maintenance of Effort – Supplement not supplant 
 
The state or a municipality receiving a sub-grant cannot use federal funds to pay for the costs of 
sending out and processing absentee ballots as a substitute for state or municipal funds that are 
budgeted and have historically been used for that purpose.  The federal law and regulations require 
that the state and any municipality maintain the level of effort, in this example sending out absentee 
ballots and processing the ballots when sent back.  Federal funds can only be used on the expenses 
of sending out additional absentee ballots (a number above the number sent in prior elections).  This 
principle of supplement, not supplant, applies to any use of CARES Act or Election Security funds.  
 

 
 



 
 



 


