STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
DIVISION OF COMMUNITY BASED CARE SERVICES

BUREAU OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES

V. qu\e
kl

Nicholas A. Toumpas

Commissioner 105 PLEASANT STREET, CONCORD, NH 03301
603-271-5034 1-800-852-3345 Ext. 5034
Nancy L. Rollins Fax: 603-271-5166 TDD Access: 1-800-735-2964

Associate Commaissioner

April 10,2013

Her Excellency, Governor Margaret Wood Hassan 0 / M&

and the Honorable Council
State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 (Qf 4(,417 MLU@/‘A%

Requested Action

Authorize the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Community Based Care Services, Bureau
of Developmental Services and the Office of Client and Legal Services to amend an agreement, purchase order
number 1024210 with Melissa Nemeth, vendor code 218139-B001, by extending the Completion Date from June
30,2013, to June 30, 2014, and by increasing the Price Limitation by $52,500 from $30,800 to $83,300, effective
July 1, 2013, or the date of Governor and Executive Council approval, whichever is later, through June 30, 2014.
Funds are anticipated to be available to support this request in the following accounts:

05-95-93-930010-5947 HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, HEALTH AND HUMAN SVCS DEPT OF,
HHS: DEVELOPMENTAL SERYV DIV OF, DIV OF DEVELOPMENTAL SVCS, PROGRAM SUPPORT

Original Increase / Revised

Fiscal Year Class/Object Class Title Amount (Decrease) Amount
SFY 2013 102-500731  Contracts for program services $30,800 $0 $30,800
SFY 2014 102-500731 Contracts for program services 0 52,500 52,500
Totals $30,800 $52,500 $83,300

Explanation

This requested action seeks to approve an amendment to an agreement with an independent contractor working
part-time (one to five days a week) as a Complaint Investigator. Complaint Investigators are needed to conduct
investigations into allegations of abuse, neglect, exploitations, and rights violations under State of New
Hampshire’s Administrative Rule He-M 202.

Senate Bill 138, which was passed during the 2007 legislative session, established a committee to review and
make recommendations regarding the quality assurance and improvement elements and activities within New
Hampshire’s community-based developmental services system. One of the Key Findings of this committee was
“The current abuse and neglect investigations system which essentially requires the area agencies to investigate
themselves has created the appearance of a conflict and undermined the credibility of the area agency reports and
responses.” The Committee suggested that the Bureau of Developmental Services redirect all applicable funds
from the ten area agency contracts to its Bureau budget to hire independent investigators to fulfill the
responsibilities associated with complaints. The Committee felt that such a change will not only assign the
responsibility for such a critical activity more appropriately but will also inject greater independence, confidence
and integrity to the complaint process. Moreover, the modification enables the agencies to better concentrate on
responding to the findings of the investigations and making changes, both at the individual and systemic level, to
remedy and prevent harmful outcomes for individuals with disabilities.
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The State revised its rule and transferred the responsibility of investigating complaints from the area agencies to
the Bureau of Developmental Services. Beginning September 1, 2011, the Bureau of Developmental Services
contracted with individuals to conduct investigations. From September 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012, 209
formal and 61 informal investigations were completed. Based upon historic complaint data, the Bureau of
Developmental Services anticipates conducting approximately 450 investigations in state fiscal year 2014.

A legal notice seeking written proposals seeking independent contractors to work part-time as Complaint
Investigators, one to five days a week, was published on the Department of Health and Human Services’ website
and the New Hampshire Bar Association website and newspaper, beginning on April 3, 2012, and ending on
April 20, 2012. As a result, the Department of Health and Human Services received 36 formal proposals.
Seventeen of these individuals were interviewed and upon review of their qualifications and pertinent experience
it was decided to contract with eleven of these individuals. Six of the individuals are current contracted
investigators.

The salary rate is $35 an hour for state fiscal year 2014. The rate is based on historical schedules pursuant to the
Division of Personnel guidelines and prevailing rates for similar well-qualified professionals in the marketplace.
This rate is lower than rates of equivalent positions in the private sector and does not exceed public sector
salaries and fringe benefits. The complaint investigators contracted rate of compensation ranges from $35 to $45
per hour based upon level of responsibilities and experience in the field. The number of hours contracted are
based upon anticipated program needs and the availability of the contractor.

As referenced in Exhibit C-1, paragraph 5, the original agreement allowed for the option to exercise a single 1-
year extension of the contract upon acceptable performance of the Scope of Services, availability of funding, the
agreement of the parties and subsequent approval by the Governor and Executive Council.

Should the Governor and Executive Council determine not to approve this request the Department of Health and
Human Services, Bureau of Developmental Services would be in defiance of the State of New Hampshire’s
Administrative Rule He-M 202 that stipulates the protection of the rights of persons applying for, eligible for, or
receiving services from area agencies or developmental services or acquired brain disorder programs funded
through the Bureau of Developmental Services.

Area served: statewide.

Source of funds: 100.00% other funds. The area agencies will be invoiced for any complaint investigator
expenses the State incurs. That revenue is what will fund this contract and is considered other funds.

Your approval of this request would be greatly appreciated.

Respectfully submltted

Nm]lms

Associate Commissioner

Approved by:bul& -k

Nicholas A. Toumpas
Commissioner

The Department of Health and Human Services’ Mission is to join comm unities and families
In providing opportunities for citizens to achieve health and independence
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Authorize the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Community Based Care Services, Bureau
of Developmental Services and the Office of Client and Legal Services to enter into an Agreement with Melissa
Nemeth, vendor code 218139-B001, to provide
Complaint Investigator services conducting investigations of abuse, neglect, exploitations, and rights violations,
in an amount not to exceed $30,800, effective July 1, 2012, 6r the date of Governor and Executive Council

approval, whlchever is later, tﬁrohgh June 30, 2013. Funds are available in the following account:

05-95-93-930010-5947 HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, DEPT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SVCS,
HHS:DEVELOPMENTAL SERV- DIV OF, DIV OF DEVELOPMENTAL SVCS, Program Support

Fiscal Year Class/Object Class Title Amount
SFY 2013 102-500731 Contracts for program services $30,800
Explanation

This requested action seeks to approve an agreement with an independent contractor to work part-time (one to
five days a week) as a Complaint Investigator. Complaint Investigators are needed to conduct investigations into
allegations of abuse, neglect, exploitations, and rights violations under State of New Hampshire’s Administrative

Rule He-M 202.

Senate Bill 138, which was passed during the 2007 legislative session, established a committee to review and
make recommendations regarding the quality assurance and improvement elements and activities within New
Hampshire’s community-based developmental services system. One of the Key Findings of this committee was
“The current abuse and neglect investigations system which essentially requires the area agencies to investigate
themselves has created the appearance of a conflict and undermined the credibility of the area agency reports and
responses.” The Committee suggested that the Bureau of Developmental Services redirect all applicable funds
from the ten area agency contracts to its Bureau budget to hire independent investigators to fulfill the
responsibilities associated with complaints. The Committee felt that such a change will not only assign the
responsibility for such a critical activity more appropriately but will also inject greater independence, confidence
and integrity to the complaint process. Moreover, the modification enables the agencies to better concentrate on
responding to the findings of the investigations and making changes, both at the individual and systemic level, to
remedy and prevent harmful outcomes for individuals with disabilities.

The State revised its rule and transferred the responsibility of investigating complaints from the area agencies to
the Bureau of Developmental Services. Beginning September 1, 2011, the Bureau of Developmental Services
contracted with individuals to conduct investigations. From September 1, 2011, through April 30, 2012, 157
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formal and 33 informal investigations were completed. Based upon historic complaint data, the Bureau of
Developmental Services anticipates conducting approximately 288 investigations in state fiscal year 2013.

A legal notice seeking written proposals seeking independent contractors to work part-time as Complaint
Investigators, one to five days a week, was published on the Department of Health and Human Services’ website
and the New Hampshire Bar Association website and newspaper, beginning on April 3, 2012, and ending on
April 20,-2012. As a result, the Department of Health and Human Services received 33 formal proposals.
Fourteen of these individuals were interviewed and upon review of their qualifications and pertinent experience it
was deeided to.contract with eight of these individuals. Five of the individuals are current contracted

investigators.

The salary rate is approximately $35 an hour for state fiscal year 2013. The rate is based on historical schedules
pursuant to the Division of Personnel guidelines and prevailing rates for similar well-qualified professionals in
the marketplace. This rate is lower than rates of equivalent positions in the private sector and does not exceed
public sector salaries and fringe benefits. The complaint investigators contracted rate of compensation ranges
from $35 to $45 per hour based upon level of responsibilities and experience in the field. The number of hours
contracted are based upon anticipated program needs and the availability of the contractor.

As referenced in Exhibit C-1, paragraph 5, this agreement has the option for a single 1-year extension of the
ceptable performance of the Scope of Services, availability of funding, the agreement of the

contract upon ac
il e

- parties and subsequent approval by the Governor-and Exec s C
Should the Governor and Executive Council determine not to approve this request the Department of Health and
Human Services, Bureau of Developmental Services would be in defiance of the State of New Hampshire’s
Administrative Rule He-M 202 that stipulates the protection of the rights of persons applying for, eligible for, or
receiving services from area agencies or developmental services or acquired brain disorder programs funded

through the Bureau of Developmental Services.

Area served: statewide.
Source of funds: 100.00% other funds. The area agencies will be invoiced for any complaint investigator
expenses the State incurs. That revenue is what will fund this contract and is considered other funds.

Your approval of this request would be greatly appreciated.
Respectfully submitted,

Associate Commissioner
Q\M N

Nicholas A. Toumpas
Commissioner

Approved by:

The Department of Health and Human Services’ Mission is to join communities and families
in providing opportunities for citizens to achieve health and independence
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NH Department of Health and Human Services
Exhibit C-1

ADDITIONAL SPECIAL PROVISIONS

1. Subparagraph 4 of the General Provisions of this contract, Conditional Nature of Agreement, is amended

as follows:

Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the contrary, all obligations of the State hereunder,
including without limitation, the continuance of payments, in whole or in part, under this Agreement are
contingent upon continued appropriation or availability of funds, including any subsequent changes to the
appropriation or availability of funds affected by any state or federal legislative or executive action that
reduces, eliminates, or otherwise modifies the appropriation or availability of funding for this Agreement
and the Scope of Services provided in Exhibit A, Scope of Services, in whole or in part. In no event shall
the State be liable for any payments hereunder in excess of appropriated or available funds. In the event of
a reduction, termination or modification of appropriated or available funds, the State shall have the right to
withhold payment until such funds become available, if ever. The State shall have the right to reduce,
terminate or modify services under this Agreement immediately upon giving the Contractor notice of such
reduction, termination or modification. The State shall not be required to transfer funds from any other
source or account into the Account identified in block 1.6, or any other account, in the event funds are

reduced or unavailable.

2. Paragraph 7 of the General Provisions of this agreement is deleted and the following paragraph is added:
“7.1. The performance of the services shall be carried out by the Contractor.” o

3. Paragraph 12. of the General Provisions of this agreement is hereby amended to read:
“12. ASSIGNMENT, DELEGATION AND SUBCONTRACTS. The Contractor shall not
assign or otherwise transfer any interest in this agreement. None of the services shall be
delegated or subcontracted by the Contractor.”

4. Paragraph 14 of the General Provisions of this agreement relating to insurance is hereby amended to read: i
“The Contractor shall, at his or her sole expense, obtain and shall submit evidence of professional

liability insurance during the life of this Agreement.”

5. Following the approval by the Governor and Executive Council, this contract shall commence July 1,
2012, or the date of Governor and Executive Council approval, whichever is later, and terminate on June
30, 2013, with the option for one 1-year extension of the term of the contract to be exercised by mutual
agreement by the parties, upon acceptable performance of the Scope of Services, availability of funding,
and subsequent approval by the Governor and Executive Council.

6. Data
1) As used in this Agreement “Data” shall mean all information, whether written, drawn, recorded, or

electronically stored, which is developed or obtained or in the performance of this Agreement or
acquired or developed because of this Agreement.

2) All data, which is received by the Contractor from any source, shall be property of the Office of Client
and Legal Services. Such data or copies thereof shall be promptly returned to the Office of Client and
Legal Services upon demand or upon termination the Agreement, whichever shall first occur.

3) All such data, but in particular, data about clients or their families shall be kept confidential by the
Contractor. The Contractor shall not disclose such information or data to any individual or
organization without prior written approval of the Office of Client and Legal Services and / or the
client / guardian, as appropriate, or upon court order. To the extent applicable the Contractor shall
comply with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 rules and
regulations and / or New Hampshire confidentiality / privacy rules and regulations.

NH DHHS, Office of Business Operations o H U
Standard Exhibit C-1 — Additional Special Provisions Contractor Imga:s:
ate: __* 51{3 lfz




AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT

This Agreement (hereinafter called the “Amendment™) dated this lzvday of AK\L , 2013, between
the State of New Hampshire acting by and through the Department of Health and Human Services, Division of
Community Based Care Services, Bureau of Developmental Services and Melissa Nemeth (hereinafter referred to
as the “Contractor™).

WHEREAS, pursuant to an agreement dated the 18th of March 2012, the Contractor has agreed to provide certain
services upon the terms and conditions specified in the Agreement, in consideration of payment by the Bureau of
Developmental Services of certain sums as specified therein;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of paragraph 18 of the Agreement, the Agreement may be amended,
waived, or discharged only by an instrument in writing signed by the parties thereto and only after the approval of
such amendment, waiver, or discharge by the Governor and Executive Council of the State of New Hampshire;

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Developmental Services and the Contractor have agreed to amend the Agreement in
certain respects; and

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and the covenants and conditions contained in the
Agreement and set forth herein, the parties hereto do hereby agree as follows:

I Amendment and Modification of Agreement:
The Agreement is hereby amended as follows:

A. revise paragraph 1.7 of the General Provisions by extending the Completion Date from June 30, 2013,
to June 30, 2014;

B. revise paragraph 1.8 of the General Provisions by increasing the Price Limitation by $52,500 from
$30,800 to $83,300;

C. revised Exhibit B, Methods and Conditions of Payment by replacing Paragraph 1.3 with the
following: “The Contractor shall be available to a maximum of 30 hours per week for 50 weeks per
year. There shall be no minimum number of guaranteed hours per week.”;

D. revise all Exhibits by extending the contract Completion Date to June 30, 2014; and
E. replace the Budget with the attached State Fiscal Year 2014 Budget.

2, Effective Date of Amendment: The effective date of this action is July 1, 2013, or date of Governor and
Executive Council approval, whichever is later through June 30, 2014.

3 Continuance of Agreement: Except as specifically amended and modified by the terms and conditions of
this Amendment, the Agreement and the obligations of the parties thereunder shall remain in full force and effect
in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth therein.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands as of the day and year first written above.

State of New Hampshire
Department of Health and Human Services
Division of Community Based Care Services

. Nerey o Bl

Nancy L. Rollms
Associate Commissioner

N
glwllﬁ




Melissa Nemeth

by: )
Signa]ure 1
State of U Fk

|
County of {Y\Lfﬂ S
A2 5o pr |
On this day of A , 2013, before the undersigned officer, personally appeared Melissa

Nemeth, who acknowledgea herself to be authorized so to do, executed the foregoing instrument for the purposes
therein contained, by signing her name above.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and official seal.
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Approved as to form, execution and substance:

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY, GENERAL
C FpNA
by: “Jeanne £ e~
Assistant Attorney General
Date: =29 A'ﬂ/\'/ 202

| hereby certify that the foregoing contract amendment was approved by the Governor and Executive Council of
the State of New Hampshire at their meeting on ,2013.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

by:

J

Title:
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NH Department of Health and Human Services

State Fiscal Year 2014 Budget

Contractor: Melissa Nemeth
Total Contracted

Hours FY 2014
PERSONNEL
$35/hr x 30 hrs/wk x 50 weeks 1,500 $52,500
TOTAL $52,500
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
NH DHHS, DCBCS, BDS Contractor Initials: M t\)

Budget
P:gge1 of 1 Date: L‘f ’(; ’5
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ACORD CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE 4/12/2013

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must be endorsed. If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to
the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on this certificate does not confer rights to the
certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

PRODUCER ﬁguE?CT Suzanne Morand
NHBA Insurance Agency, Inc. PHONE .. (603)224-6942 FA% Noy: (603)224-2910
2 Pillsbury Street, Suite 300 DORESS:
INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #
Concord NH 03301-3502 INSURER A -CNA Insurance Company
INSURED INSURER B :
Law Offices of Melissa M. Nemeth, PLLC INSURER C :
3 Pleasant Street, Suites 5-6 INSURER D :
P.0O. Box 1452 INSURERE :
Concord NH 03302 INSURER F :
COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:12 - 13 REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

INSR ADDL[SUBR POLICY EFF | POLICY EXP
LTR TYPE OF INSURANCE INSR | WVD POLICY NUMBER (MM/DD/YYYY) | (MM/DD/YYYY) LIMITS
GENERAL LIABILITY EACH OCCURRENCE $ 100,000
DAMAGE TO RENTED
COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY PREMISES (Ea occurrence) | $
A X | cLamsmaoe || occur 287294680 10/6/2012 [10/6/2013 | \ep ExP (Any one person) | §
PERSONAL & ADV INJURY | §
X | Lawyers Professional GENERAL AGGREGATE $ 300,000
GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG | $
X | poLicy FRO: Loc 8
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY (2 sccident) s
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) | $
ALL OWNED SCHEDULED :
AUTOS AUTOS BODILY INJURY (Per accident) | $
NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE s
HIRED AUTOS AUTOS (Per accident)
$
UMBRELLA LIAB OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE $
EXCESS L'22. CLAIMS-MADE - AGGREGATE $
DED I | RETENTION $ $
WORKERS COMPENSATION WC STATU- OTH-
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY YIN oLt | R
ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE E.L. EACH ACCIDENT $
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED? D N/A
(Mandatory in NH) E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEH $
If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT | §

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (Attach ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, if more space is required) . o
This certificate is issued as a matter of information only and confers no rights upon the certificate

holder. This certificate does not amend, extend or alter the coverage, terms, exclusions, and conditions
afforded by the policy or policies referenced herein.

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
5 ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

Dept. of Health & Human Services

Division of Community Based Services
Bureau of Developmental Services
105 Pleasant Street

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

Main Bldg., Room 133 South ' ‘ e Y
Concord, NH 03301 Suzanne Morand/SUE Y & I
ACORD 25 (2010/05) © 1988-2010 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
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