


Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
between the
New Hampshire Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
and the
New Hampshire Fish and Game Department

Concerning
the State Wildlife Action Plan

This MOA is entered into by the New Hampshire Natural Heritage Bureau, a unit of the New Hampshire
Division of Forests and Lands at the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR), hereafter
referred to as the “Natural Heritage Bureau,” and the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program, a
program within the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFG), hereafter referred to as the
“Nongame Program.” The purpose of this MOA is to establish a relationship between both parties
regarding the implementation of the State Wildlife Action Plan. As such, the Natural Heritage Bureau

and the Nongame Program do hereby consent to the following terms:

WHEREAS the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department is mandated by the Endangered Species
Conservation Act of 1979 (NH RSA 212-A) and the Nongame Species Management Act (NH RSA 212-
B) to develop nongame and endangered wildlife research, management, and education programs and has

established the Nongame Program to accomplish these goals; and

WHEREAS the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources is mandated by the Native Plant Protection
Act of 1987 (NH RSA 217-A) to determine protective measures and requirements necessary for the
survival of native plant species in the state, to investigate the condition and degree of rarity of plant
species and to distribute information regarding the condition and protection of these species, and to assist

and cooperate with all state agencies to carry out these purposes; and

WHEREAS the Natural Heritage Bureau is part of a national Heritage network that tracks selected plant
species, wildlife species, and natural communities throughout North America, and as a member of this
network, is obligated to maintain fields within its occurrence database regarding the known locations of
and selected biological information about certain plant species, wildlife species 1 natural communities

in New Hampshire; and

WHEREAS the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department has jurisdiction over New Hampshire
wildlife as defined in NH RSA 212-A:2, and as such, makes frequent use of and has sole authority
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regarding the usage of wildlife Element Occurrence (EO) data residing at the Natural Heritage Bureau,
and must approve all agreements that involve the provision or use of Natural Heritage wildlife EO data;

and

WHEREAS the Native Plant Protection Act of 1987 (RSA 217-A) requires that all state agencies,
consistent with their authority and respc  bilities 1all ass  and cooperate with the Department of
Natural and Cultural Resources to carry out its purposes, and that to the extent possible actions funded or

carried out by state agencies shall not jeopardize the continued existence of any protected plant species.

NOW, THEREFORE the Nongame Program and the Natural Heritage Bureau agree to the following:

The Nongame Program will provide financial assistance to the Natural Heritage Bureau to conduct
conservation research and science, database development and management and planning activities as

outlined in the NH State Wildlife Action Plan (WAP).
Nongame Program funding for the contracted services outlined in this document will be provided in part
by federal funds administered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and consistent with federal award

information and compliances as identified in Exhibit A.

This MOA covers the time period of July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023.

PROJECT JOBS

The WAP identifies a suite of specific strategies to further wildlife conservation in New Hampshire. Several
of these strategies depend on the involvement and contribution of the New Hampshire Natural Heritage
Bureau in order to be accomplished. Through June 30, 2023, in direct consultation with NHFG, the Natural
Heritage Bureau will work on the following Projects under federal grants T2-3-R-2 and T-9-T-3 and

succeeding grants for the same purpose.

Grant T2-3-R-2 Monitoring, Management and Recovery of New Hampshire’s
Wildlife Species of Concern

PROJECT 1 — Species Recovery Planning
GRANT OBJECTIVES:

Objective 1-1: To assess the distribution, condition, and risks to 20 Species of Greafest
Conservation Need and data deficient wildlife by 2023.
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