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21st Annual NASC 

Sportsman-Legislator Summit 
Home Reg1strat1on Agenda Speakers More 

8:00AM 12:00 PM 

1:00 PM 5:00 PM 

5:00 PM 6:00 PM 

6:00 PM 8:00 PM 

nda 

Pre-Registration Activity 

If you're in town prior to registration, join us for a tour of Louisiana's Old State Capitol. 

Registration 

Attendees will sign in and collect their goody bags and conference materials. Various groups will host booths in the 
registration area for attendees to visit. 

NASC Executive Council Meeting 

The NASC Executive Council will meet to d iscuss the conference ahead and cover other business. 

Welcome Reception at LSU's Tiger Stadium 

This year's Welcome Reception will be hosted at LSU's Tiger Stadium! Meet us in the Lobby to catch the bus to the 
stadium. Heavy hors d 'oeuvres and libations will be served. 

Last bus back to hotel departs at 8: 15 pm. 
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What 

21st Annual NASC 
Sportsman-Legislator 
Summit 

Contact Us 

When 

November 19 -22. 2024 

Where R[GIST[R TOD/\YI 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

For questions on sponsorship, please contact PJ Carleton at pcarleton@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone at 1202] 543-6850. 
ext 22. 

For registration questions and all other questions. please contact Ashley Nixon at anixon@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone 
at 1202] 543-6850. ext 23: or contact your regional states Program Team staff member. 

eoeo 
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21 st A n nu al NASC 

Sportsman-Legislator Summit 
1 Home 

L 
Reg1strat1on Agenda Speakers More 1 

_,I 

7:00 am 8:00 am 

8:00am 8:10 am 

8:10 am 8:30 am 

8:30 am 10:30 am 

da 

Breakfast 

Conference Convenes 

CSF staff will welcome attendees to the conference and recognize this year's Host Committee for their contributions 
to the event. 

Welcome to the Bayou 

The Louisiana Legislative Sportsmen's Caucus and the Louisiana Department of W ild life & Fisheries will welcome 
guests to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Plenary Session 

8:30 - 9:00 am (Keynote Address) 

Come meet Daniel Edgar, the "Creole Patriarch, • star of History Channel's Swamp People! Daniel brings a wealth of 
experience from the unique and challenging world of alligator hunting in the Louisiana bayous. 
W ith over a decade of experience in the swamp, Daniel is not just a skilled hunter; he is a storyteller who embodies 

the resilience, tradition, and ingenuity of his community. His journey from a local gator hunter to a television 
personality highlights themes of hard work, passion, and the importance of preserving cultural heritage. Join us for a 
memorable session with Daniel Edgar as he brings the spirit of the swamp to our stage, igniting conversations about 
perseverance, community, and the pursuit of one's passions. Don't miss the opportunity to learn from a true icon of 
the bayou! 

9:00 · 9:30 am (Staying Relevant: Changing Demographics, Hunting, Fishing and Sport Shooting Participation, 
Trends, Public Attitudes and Emerging Issues) 

This presentation will provide a b ird's eye view of the " state of the state" of hunting, sport shooting, and fishing, 
including the latest participation trends and their implications; new research on Americans' attitudes toward the 
three activities; emerging issues, including growth in nontradit ional participants, wildlife conservation funding issues 
related to hunting, sport shooting, and fishing; and how sportsmen and women can stay relevant in a changing 
American landscape. 

9:30 • 10:00 am (Outdoor Adventures: Educating the Future of Outdoor Traditions) 
Outdoor Adventures is a comprehensive in-school outdoor education curriculum taught in 1,SCXl schools in all SO 
states. Our goal is for every school to offer Outdoor Adventures so that kids understand the value of our natural 
resources and tradit ions. Join us for a discussion on the importance of educating our youth, and how state legislators 
can assist in expanding this program to addit ional schools in their states to ensure the future of hunting and fishing 
in America. 
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10:30 am 11 :00 am 

11 :00 am 12:00 pm 

12:00 pm 1 :00 pm 

1:00 pm 2:00pm 

1:00 pm 2:00pm 

10:00 • 10:30 am (Wildlife Councils for Public Education) 
Wildlife Councils help maintain and enhance public support for hunting and fishing through science-based 
marketing and education campaigns that inform the non-hunting and non-angling public about the numerous 
benefits that sportsmen and women provide to conservation, the economy, and society at large. The Congressional 
Sportsmen's Foundation and The Nimrod Society are partnering to expand the Wildlife Council model and to ensure 
that interested legislators, state agency officials, and in-state sporting groups are coordinated in their support of a 
Council. 

Fellowship and Refreshment Break 

Join us for a refreshment break in the exhibitor area and stop by exhibitor booths to enter a raffle. 

Breakthroughs in the Bayou 

11 :00 • 11 :30 am (REEF Louisiana) 
REEF Louisiana is an initiative of the Coastal Conservation A;sociation started in 2019, to replace vital fisheries 
habitat across the coast of Sportsman's Paradise. Old platforms are replaced with new reefs in a manner that 
optimizes the conditions and creates the best possible fish habitat for both the species and anglers to enjoy. 

11 :30 • Noon (Capturing Revenue from Free/Discounted Licenses) 
Revenue from sporting licenses is a crucial element for funding state fish and wildlife agencies' conservation efforts 
across the nation. However, well-intentioned programs to offer free and d iscounted licenses to certain qualified 
individuals/groups have the potential to reap deteriorative effects on the agencies' budgets. During the 2024 
Session, Louisiana passed a bill that reimburses the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for revenue lost as a result 
of the legislature passing new free or discounted hunting and fishing licenses. 

Lunch - Sponsored by National Wild Turkey 
Federation 

National Wild Turkey Federation has evolved our conservation delivery to have landscape-level impacts through 
initiative-based work. NWTF has long been and still is a partner of several external initiatives, including those 
focused on longleaf pine, white oak, and young forests. We are also heavily engaged with the U.S. Forest Service 
with the Wildfire Crisis Strategy and the Natural Resources Conservation Service through our National Forest 
Initiative focused on private land habitats across the country. In recent years, we have established our own mission
centric initiatives focused on identified priorities within their respective geographies. These initiatives include the 
Rocky Mountain Restoration Initiative, co-convened with the Forest Service in the West, Waterways for Wildlife in the 
Great Plains, Forests and Flocks in the Northeast, and our Habitat for the Hatch Initiative in the Southeast. NWTF 
staff will provide an overview of our initiatives and explain why engaging in policy issues is important to successfully 
delivering our conservation work. 

Executive Council Candidate Speeches 

(LEGISLATORS ONLY) 
The NASC Executive Council Nominations Committee Chair will moderate this session which will provide candidates 
for the Executive Council an opportunity to provide brief remarks on their work with the respective caucuses and why 
they wish to be considered for the Executive Council. 

Opportunities for Stakeholders to Support 
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2:00 pm 2:30 pm 

2:30 pm 5:30 pm 

5:30 pm 6:00 pm 

6:00 pm 8:00 pm 

6:00 pm 7 :00 pm 

7:00 pm 8:00 pm 

Caucuses and Agencies 

(ALL NON-LEGISLATIVE ATTENDEES) 
Members of the sporting-conservation community, whether they represent state fish and wildlife agencies, specific 
conservation priorities, or the interests of sportsmen and women, have a responsibility to engage with policy makers 
to protect and advance our shared outdoor interests. This session will focus on strategies that can be used to 
engage with both state and federal delegations, using lessons learned over the past several years in Missouri. This 
session will highlight the importance of engagement from our community while providing general training to wildlife 
professionals designed to guide future communications with elected officials. 

Break to Move to Outdoor Activity 

Last bus will be loaded at 2:15 pm. 

Group Outdoor Activity 

Join us for a slate of outdoor activities at RangeUSA, including: 
o Shooting range with assortment from RangeUSA 
o FireStick muzzleloader hands-on demonstration 
o Trapping demonstration 
o Cooking class 

Break to Move to Reception & Dinner 

Buses will return to the hotel for the evening reception, dinner, and auction. 

Auction & Raffle 

This year's auction and raffle, which will be held during the reception and d inner, will feature a wide array of hunting, 
fishing, and shooting items and excursions. Attendees will have the opportunity to take advantage of some great 
deals to wrap up their holiday shopping, or perhaps to begin planning for trips afield next year, a ll while supporting 
the work of the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation in strengthening the NASC network. 

Reception 

Dinner - Sponsored by Safari Club International 

The Louisiana black bear is an Endangered Species Act success story. Yet that success was questioned by a lawsuit 
that challenged the 2016 removal of the bear from the ESA's list of threatened species. In the end, science and good 
sense prevailed. But this a rare legal victory under the ESA. This presentation will tell the tale, and how it laid the 
foundation for the first bear hunting season in Louisiana since the 1980s. 
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8:15 pm 9:30 pm 

What 

21st Annual NASC 
Sportsman-Legislator 
Summit 

Contact Us 

Evening Enterta inment 

Movie Night: Wings Over Water 
/l6 the glaciers retreated at the end of the last ice age, they left an astounding g ift of connected rivers, fakes and 
wetlands across the heartland of North America. Today, these largely unknown water highways remain an oasis for 
sustaining wildlife. From the herds of b ison that still roam the Great Plains to the vital honeybees that pollinate our 
crops and especially for the millions of magnificent b irds that migrate along these "flyways.• 

Wings Over Water tells the story of the epic journeys of three amazing b ird famil ies - the Sandhill Crane, the Yellow 
Warbler and the Mallard Duck - with extraordinary footage of their fascinating behaviors. 

Audiences will be captivated by the triumphs and challenges of these remarkable creatures that defy all odds and 
soar across mountains, deserts, cities and forests as they head home to raise their young. 

When Where Rl GIS 11 I~ l OD/\Y 1 

November 19 -22. 2024 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

For questions on sponsorship, please contact PJ Carleton at pcarleton@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone at 1202) 543-6850. 
ext 22. 

For registration questions and all other questions. please contact Ashley Nixon at anixon@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone 
at (2021543-6850. ext 23; or contact your regional states Program Team staff member. 

eoeo 
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21st Annual NASC 

Sportsmen-Legislator Summit 
I Home 

'-
Re91strat1on Agenda Speakers More 

7:00 am 8:00 am 

8:00 am 9:00am 

9:00 am 10:30 am 

9:00am 10:30 am 

Breakfast 

Join us for breakfast sponsored by the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership and Vanishing Paradise. 

SPT Update 

Hear from the regional leads form CSF's States Program Team members as they present on the activit ies of state 
caucuses, highlighting unique examples of events, communications deliverables, and key policy victories. 

Breakout I: Conservation 

9:00 - 9:30 am (Dedicated Conservation Funding Mechanisms) 
Despite the success of the American System of Conservation Funding, growing operational and habitat 
management costs have necessitated states to consider alternate and dedicated revenue streams to bolster the 
coffers of their fish and wildlife agencies. This session will discuss those dedicated conservation funding mechanisms 
and the lessons that state legislatures have learned in their passage. 

9:30 - 10:00 am (Sustainable Forest Management- Opportunities to Improve Forest Health and Support Our 
Outdoor Sporting Heritage) 
This session will explore forest policy issues impacting fish and wildlife habitat and access for hunters and anglers. 
Whether on private or public lands, active forest management is aitical to creating quality wildlife habitat, increasing 
forest resiliency to wildfire and other threats, and supporting access for sportsmen and women. Speakers will discuss 
threats to sustainable forest management and initiatives to promote collaborative wildlife conservation, conserve 
private working forests, and increase active forest management on public lands, among other shared policy priorities 
for the sportsmen's community and forest industry. 

10:00 - 10:30 am (Feral Hogs) 
Feral hog populations are continuing to explode across the country. With an estimated 6 million individuals 
nationwide, they're having a profound impact on crops and privately owned property, causing an estimated $2.5 
billion worth of damage annually while also negatively impacting native wildlife and their habitats. /ls a result, some 
states have expanded recreational hunting of feral hogs while others have taken alternative approaches. Hear from 
our panel about eradication vs. management of fera l hogs and how sportsmen can play a part in mitigating the 
problem. 

Breakout II: Protecting & Promoting Our Sporting 
Heritage 

9:00 - 9:30 am (Closing the Loophole In Open Records Law) 
Some have begun abusing open records laws to compel state wildlife agencies to produce geographically explicit 
data on individual wild life, in an effort to make their hunts easier. Not only does that violate our fair chase ethics, it 
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10:30 am 11 :00 am 

11 :00 am 11 :30 am 

11 :30 am 12:00 pm 

12:00 pm 1 :00 pm 

also makes wildlife research more complicated. There is a simple fix to this issue, but it must be pursued legislatively. 

9:30 - 10:00 am (Bringing Internat ional Voices to State Wildlife Trade Bills) 
Actions in state capitols can have ripple effects across the world, negatively impacting wildlife conservation programs 
in other countries. Making sure legislators understand how their work supports or discourages wildlife conservation 
in other countries depends on engaging with people in far off capitols and communities. This panel w ill d iscuss the 
importance of such engagement and how it can be achieved. 

10:00 - 10:30 am (Advancing the Social Contract Between Hunters & Society: The Interaction of Fair Chase Hunting 
and Wildlife Policy) 
Hunters have restored most game species to sustainable levels, thus fulfill ing the better part of our social contract 

with the rest of the country to restore species that were once at the brink of extirpation. Having accomplished much 
of this work, our task now turns to ensuring excellent management of these resources. This is best achieved by 
proactive policy development that incorporates b iolog ical science and field ethics to ensure hunting, fishing, and 
trapping are maintained. 

Fellowship and Refreshment Break 

Join us for a refreshment break in the exhibitor area and stop by exhibitor booths to enter a raffle. 

Ballot Box Biology: State Initiatives That Impact 
Scientific Wildlife Management and the Pathway to 
Enact Supermajority Restrictions on Them 

" Ballot box biology" is the use of state-level ballot initiatives to make wildlife management decisions. These 
initiatives have led to the subversion of science-based wildlife management practices. Former NYS Assemblyman 
Colin Schmitt will review his soon to be published law note that serves as a legal guide to assist legislators and 
activists enact supermajority restrictions on this concerning practice. 

Improving Nationwide Venison Processing 
Capacity, One Butcher at a Time 

No species is perhaps more emblematic of our success in species recovery than the whitetail deer, however, our 

success has been so great that now we must address issues of abundance. In many cases, that includes removing 
deer from the landscape and getting that lean protein into somebody's freezer, but that's a whole lot more 
complicated than it seems. The National Deer Association and our partners are working to improve venison 
processing capacity across the country by streamlining regulations, connecting processors with resources, and 
advancing programs that deliver venison to those without enough food. 

Lunch 

The Tools of Duck Production: Mesopredator Management 

W ith the constant threat o f trapping bans across North America in state legislatures and commission rooms, it's more 
important than ever to showcase what targeted predator management techniques can mean for boosting waterfowl 
production and populations by managing mesopredators on the landscape. 

Predator management has proven to be the most effective and efficient approach to increasing duck production. 
Delta's research indicates that this tool is best applied across habitats with sparse nesting cover and intensive 
agriculture. Given agriculture's permanent p lace on the prairie landscape and the ongoing losses of nesting cover, 
ensuring robust duck populat ions hinges on responsible predator management. 
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1:00 pm 2:15 pm 

2:15 pm 3:15 pm 

3:15 pm 3:30pm 

Fishing 

1 :00 - 1 :30 pm (The Quickly Evolving Landscape of Marine Electronics - Implications for Fishing and Management) 
Forward facing sonar (FFS) has become an extremely hot topic in the fishing world, with major implications for fishing 
tournament competitiveness and overall fishing efficiency. This technology also presents tremendous opportunities 
for fisheries managers and researchers to accurately and less-invasively monitor fish stocks and behavior. The panel 
would discuss use of FFS and the importance of science-based management driving any potential d iscussions about 
regulating its use. 

1 :30 - 2:00 pm (Paddlecrafts and the Challenges They Present to State Agencies) 
In general. state agencies - including 'TWRA and State Parks - provide access for paddle craft activities, but 
funding streams and infrastructure have not evolved to support public demand for these activities. Many 'TWRA boat 
ramps were designed before the popularity and steady growth of paddlesports, appropriate access points for 
paddlecraft must be updated or created to accommodate and protect the safety of motorized boaters and 
paddlecraft users. In order to help resolve some of the user conflicts that have arisen in recent years, we must 
modernize our infrastructure to address today's needs. 

2:00 - 2:15 pm (Rigs-to-Reefs) 
Over 7,000 oil and gas platforms have been constructed in the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf) over the course of the last 70 
years. Over time, these structures have been the catalyst for teeming communities of fish and marine life that serve 
as incredibly important destinations for recreational anglers, divers, and commercial fishermen alike. Today, we have 
less than 1,100, remaining with over half of these platforms up for decommissioning in the next few years. We are 
working on legislation to more efficiently facilitate the conversion of these platforms to permanent artificial reefs. 

Firearms 

2:15 - 2:45 pm (Excise Taxes) 
With gun control proposed constantly in state legislatures across the country, the National Rifle Association works 
every day to defend our Second Amendment rights. The NRA will overview nationwide trends and preemption and 
excise tax laws, including a Louisiana-focused d iscussion on firearms-related policy within the Pelican State. This 
session will discuss the importance of Second Amendment policies at the state level and their impact on hunting and 
recreational shooting. 

2:45 - 3:15 pm (Positive Legislation for the Firearms Industry) 
During the 2024 legislative session, Louisiana enacted the two priority pieces of legislation for the American firearm 
and ammunition industry. In doing so, the Legislature and Governor Jeff Landry helped refine the industry's statutory 
language into the current state-of-the-art models. 

Darren LaSorte and Moriah Day with the National Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), the firearm industry trade 
association, will d iscuss these two critically important p ieces of legislation and provide legislators from other states 
the guidance to follow Louisiana's example. 

The Firearm Industry Non-Discrimination (FIND) Act is legislation intended to discourage the sort of corporate 
d iscrimination against the firearm industry that starves it of essential services such as banking, insurance, payment 
processing, and software. The most powerful corporations in the country seek to impose gun control policies that 
duly elected policy makers around the country refuse to enact, for good reason. The FIND Act denies taxpayer
funded contracts to the woke companies that engage in this discrimination. Taxpayers should not be compelled by 
the state to fund companies that seek to diminish their own constitutionally enshrined rights. 

The Second Amendment Financial Privacy Act protects against the government monitoring and investigating citizen 
purchases of firearms and ammunition. A Merchant Category Code (MCq is assigned to retailers and is intended to 
describe the kinds of goods or services a retailer sells. The international body that creates these codes recently 
established a code unique to firearm and ammunition retailers with the stated intent of being able to monitor 
purchases by American consumers. This legislation expressly prohibits financia l institutions and credit cards from 
requiring firearm and ammunition retailers to use this new MCC. They may continue to use the general MCCs they 
have always used- associated with "general merchandise" or "sporting goods." 

Fellowship and Refreshment Break 
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3:30 pm 5:00 pm 

5:00 pm 5:15 pm 

5:15 pm 6:00 pm 

6:15 pm 8:30 pm 

8:30 pm 10:00 pm 

Wh at 

21st Annual NASC 
Sportsman-Legislator 

Join us tor a retreshment break in the exhibitor area and stop by exh1b1tor booths to enter a rattle. 

State Fish and Wildlife Management 

3:30 • 4:00 pm (Captured Game Commissions) 
Established with the dedicated purpose of protecting and conserving wildlife, game commissions have been 
understandably staffed by experts in the field throughout their existence . Such experts' ability to make responsible 
and effective decisions regarding wildlife management has become contested through non-sportsmen and women 
pushes for representation on game commissions. Having board members that are neutral on the matter or even 
d irectly oppose hunting, trapping, and fishing leads to obstructionism, which in turn will potentially restrict access 
and opportunity for sportsmen and women. 

4:00 • 5:00 pm (Director's Panel) 
State Fish and Wildlife Agency Directors will reflect on topics from the Summit and describe legislative challenges 
and victories from their respective states. 

Conference Adjourns and Closing Remarks 

NASC Executive Council President, Rep. Jeff Goley (NH) will provide closing remarks as the business po rtion of the 
21sr Annual NASC Sportsman-Legislator Summit concludes. 

NASC Executive Council Meeting 

Guests not attending the NASC Executive Council Meeting can break to change for the Reception. 

Reception, Dinner & Awards Banquet 

CSF President and CEO Jeff Crane and NASC Executive Council President Rep. Jeff Goley (NH) will make closing 
remarks; host state legislators will be recognized; awards will be given to legislators from each region, a state 
agency, and key NASC partners; and new Executive Council members will be announced. The host state and 
location of the 2025 NASC Sportsman-Legislator Summit will also be announced. 

Cigar Reception 

The evening is not over yet, as activities will continue with a cigar reception hosted by Reynolds American. A variety 
of cigars, hors d 'oeuvres, and liquid refreshments will be provided, signifying the kickoff of this year's NASC Summit. 
Attendees are encouraged to join their colleagues for a toast to a productive conference and d iscuss plans for the 
next legislative session. 

When Where Rf GIS I f R I 0 1) /\Y I 

November 19 - 22. 2024 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
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Summit 

Contact Us 
For questions on sponsorship, please contact PJ Carleton at pcarleton@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone at [2021543-6850, 
ext 22. 

For registration questions and all other questions. please contact Ashley Nixon at anixon@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone 
at [2021 543-6850. ext 23; or contact your regional states Program Team staff member. 
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21st Annual NASC 

Sportsman-Legislator Summit 
Home Reg1s trat1on Agenda Speakers More 

7:00 AM 3:00 PM Optional Outdoor Activities 

Marsh Tours 
Explore the rich biodiversity of the Louisiana marshlands with guided tours that offer a 

close-up view of this unique ecosystem. Participants will enjoy boat rides through scenic 

waterways while learning about the local flora and fauna from experienced naturalists. 

The tours will highlight conservation efforts and the importance of conserving these vital 

habitats. 

Participants are responsible for: Warm jackets and pants. 

Cast & Blast Trip 
Join seasoned anglers on an excit ing fishing trip in the abundant waters around Buras, 

Louisiana. Whether you're a novice or an experienced fisher, this trip offers the chance to 

catch a variety of fish species while enjoying the serene beauty of the area's lakes and 

rivers. Expert guides will provide tips on techniques and equipment to enhance your 

fishing experience. 

Trip will depart directly after dinner on Thursday the 21st to head down to Buras for a full 

day adventure targeting waterfowl, redfish and trout on the 22nd. Equipment provided. 

Participants are responsible for: Warm jackets and pants; waterproof or water-resistant 

gear, hunting license and duck stamp. 

Duck Hunt 

Experience the thrill of duck hunting in the picturesque wetlands with professional guides 

leading the way. This activity is designed for both novice and experienced hunters, 

providing a safe and educational environment to practice shooting skills and learn about 

duck behavior and habitat. Participants will have the chance to hunt from strategically 

placed blinds and enjoy the camaraderie of a group hunt. 

Participants are responsible for: Warm weather waterproof hunting gear, waders, firearms 

and ammo, hunting license and duck stamp. 

Deer Hunt 

Embark on a deer hunting adventure in the lush forests surrounding Baton Rouge, 

guided by local experts who know the best spots for a successful hunt. Hunters will have 

the opportunity to test their skills and patience in the quest for white-tailed deer. 
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What 

21st Annual NASC 
Sportsman-Legislator 
Summit 

Contact Us 

Participants are responsib le for: Warm weat her hunting gear, M inimum of 400 sq. in of 

hunter orange, firearms and ammo, hunting license. 

Sporting Clays 
Sharpen your shooting skills with a sporting clays shoot offering a dynamic and 

challenging experience for marksmen. This activity is a great way to enjoy friendly 

competition and enhance shooting accuracy. 

Participants are responsible for: Warm jackets and pants. 

Trapping Activity 
Take a field trip around Louisiana to learn about the various types of trapping they have 

available. 

Participants are responsible for: Winter clothing. Please bring winter jackets, pants, and 

boots. 

When Where l<I GIST! f, IOD/\Y 1 

November 19 -22. 2024 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

For questions on sponsorship, please contact Pl Carleton at pcarleton@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone at (202) 543-6850. 
ext 22. 

For registration questions and all other questions. please contact Ashley Nixon at anixon@congressionalsportsmen.org or by phone 
at (2021 543-6850. ext 23; or contact your regional states Program Team staff member. 
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