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Deputy Commissioner

Frank Edelblut
Commissioner

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
101 Pleasant Street
Concord, N.H. 03301
TEL. (603) 271-3495
FAX (603) 271-1953

August 3, 2017

The Honorable Neal M. Kurk, Chairman
Fiscal Committee of the General Court /
State House z 5/

Concord, New Hampshire 03301 Approved by Fisca /(ommmee

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to Chapter 156, Laws of 2017 and RSA 9:16-a Transfers, authorize the New
Hampshire Department of Education (NH DOE) to transfer funds in and among
accounting units in the amount of $425,500. The adjustment is summarized below and
detailed on the attached worksheet. Effective upon Fiscal Committee and Governor
and Council approval through June 30, 2019. 100% General Funds.

Bureau/Division Account FY18 Y19

Commissioner 60010000 $124,000 ($ 4.000)
Instructional Support 25030000 $107.500 $121,500
Educational Improv-State 64010000 $ 12,000 $ 0
Governance 20220000 $ 0 $ 18,500
Assessment - State 25310000 ($243.500)  ($136,000)
Total Transfers $269,500 $156,000
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EXPLANATION

This request will allow the Department to fund the Chartered Public School Program
Officer position established in Chapter 156:209, Laws of 2017. This Administrator |l
position will administer the Department’s Public Charter School Office and provide
assistance to stakeholders in other public school choice opportunities by providing
statewide administrative oversight, support and guidance to ensure the chartered
public school education program complies with state and federal requirements. Duties
include, but are noft limited to:

e Preparing and providing ongoing technical assistance and professional
development to schools, parents and the community in implementing laws and
regulations related to public charter schools.

¢ Analyzing policies and providing leadership for innovative programs through
sharing of best practices and encouraging new approaches to instruction and
organizational management.

¢ Evadluating and interpreting program policies, procedures and guidelines for
public charter schools in New Hampshire.

e Working with existing groups, such as professional associations, advisory groups
and charter school organizations, to identify problems and help develop
initiatives to address these problems.

e Developing processes for monitoring charter school approvals and renewals
within the Department and drafting rules as appropriate.

In addition, the Department has analyzed expense accounts and based on the current
rate of expenditures anticipate the need for additional appropriations in some expense
accounts. Funds are available due to the Departments aggressive negoftiations of new
contracts. These transfers will allow the Department to fulfill the duties of the Chartered
Public School Program Officer as outlined in RSA 21-N:4, XII; support website redesign
and data management activities, and for continued efficient operations of the
Department.

The following is the information specifically required when transfers are requested, in
accordance with the Budget Officer’s instructional memorandum dated April 17, 1985,
to support the above requested actions.

A. Justification: Since 2010, New Hampshire Chartered Public Schools have
substantially grown to a population of over 3,500 students in 26 traditional charter
schools. In addition, the Virtual Leaming Academy offers courses to over 12,000
New Hampshire stfudents, in addition to having over 400 fulltime enrolled
students. It is critical for the Department to provide assistance to charter school
stakeholders and provide statewide administrative oversight, support and
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guidance to ensure the program complies with state and federal requirements.
This position will ensure the continued success and growth of New Hampshire
Chartered Public Schools. Other transfers being requested are: to support
website redesign, which was also requested during the budget process, but was
only partially funded; to consolidate all Department data bases into a
comprehensive data reporting system; to support continued efficient operations
of the Department by transferring various expense classes, such as professional
development, transcription services, travel, etfc.

Does this transfer involve continuing programs or one-fime projects? These
transfers include both continuing programs (the Administrator for Charter
Schools, data management activities and continued efficient operations of the
Department) and one-time projects (website redesign).

Is this fransfer required to maintain existing program levels or will increase the
program level? This position is required to provide the support and oversight to
charter schools as dictated in RSA194:B and RSA 21-N:4, Xl and PART Ed 318. The
Department currently does not have a dedicated position to maintain the
existing program requirements in law. This position will allow us to adequately
comply with the law. Other transfers are to maintain existing program levels.
Cite any requirements which make this program mandatory. RSA 21-N:4, XIi
Chartered Public School Program Officer outlines the duties of this position; and
RSA 194-B Chartered Public Schools.

Identify the source of funds on all accounts listed on this fransfer. General Funds
Will there be any effect on revenue if this transfer is not approved. No

. Are funds expected to lapse if this transfer is not approved. The Department

expects to lapse some funds, whether this tfransfer is approved or not.
Are personnel services involved? Yes, this transfer will support the funding of an
existing position, as per Chapter 156, Laws of 2017.

Respectfully su/bii’rk)ed,
i)

Frank Edelblut
Commissioner of Education
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