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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

33 CAPITOL STREET

CONCORD. NEW HAMPSHIRE 03301-6397

GORDON J. MACDONALD

ATTORNEY GENERAL

JANE E. YOUNG

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

November 2,2020

His Excellency Governor, Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301-6397

Your Excellency and Members of the Council:

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the Department of Justice to enter into a sole source contract with Dr. Derek S.
Bumgamer M.D., Phoenix, Arizona, as a substitute medical examiner, for a total not to exceed
$4,000, to aid the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) for the period of November
21, 2020 and November 22,2020, effective upon the date of Governor and Executive Council
approval through February 28,2021. 100% General Funds.

Funding is available as follows:

02-20-20-202010-1033

Office of Chief Medical Examiner

234-500783, Autopsy Expense

FY 2021

$4,000

EXPLANATION

This is a sole source contract because medical examiners represent a small community
and it is very difficult to find a pathologist who is available to serve as an Associate Medical
Examiner on a substitute basis. Dr. Jennie Duval, the Chief Medical Examiner (CME), was able
to obtain Dr. Bumgamer's services for November 21,2020 and November 22,2020.

The Attorney General is authorized, pursuant to RSA 611-B:4 to employ such persons as
are reasonably necessary to assist the CME in the performance of her duties. Pursuant to RSA
611-B, the CME is required to perform autopsies in cases of death occurring under certain
statutorily defined circumstances, including suspicious deaths. The investigative exigencies in
such cases require prompt availability of qualified medical examiners to perform the autopsies.
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There are three forensic pathologist positions in the OCME. As of October 1, 2020, the
position of Associate Medical Examiner is vacant. Dr. Duval and Dr. Mitchell Weinberg, Deputy
Chief Medical Examiner, are the only medical examiners in the OCME. The Department is
actively engaged in recruiting for the vacant position. Until that position is filled, the OCME will
need substitute medical examiners to aid with the workload.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration of this
request.

Respectfully submitted,

■Gofdoir^. MacDonald
Attorney General

#2931647
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