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FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE
RSA CHAPTER 15-A

15-A Financisl Disclosure. The general court finds that many public
spirited citizens perform volunteer service for the state cach year under
citcumstances where their service does not create any apprecinble
opportnity to influence the setting of public policy, the expeaditure of
state funds, ot the selection of vendors for the state. Recognizing that the
purpose of financial disclosure is to ensure the public has access 1o
informalion about the financial interests of thase who act on the public’s
behalf when setting public policy, spending state funds, or choosing
vendors to do work for the state, requiring volunteers who do not perform
such actions to file statements of financial interests does not advangee the
purpose of the statute and may chill volunteerism. The general court
intends to exempt from finencial interest disclosure requircments those
individuals who serve the state solely in a volunteer capacity and whoss
service does not afford any appreciable opportunity fo influence public
policy er spending, including but not limited to individuals who assist
with search and rescue, teach hunter safety, work on recreational trails,
stock fish, or assist with the annual Baster egg hunt.

15-A:1  Purpose. The purp’osc of this chapter is to ensure that the
performance of official duties does not glve rise to a conflict of interest,
by requiring the following persons ta file a stafement of financial interests
with the secretary of state. This chapter shall be liberally construed to
effect this purpose, . #

15-A:.2 Delinitions. In this chapter:

L "Agency" meane the executive. branch and any department, division,
hoard, commissian, or equivalent entity of the exccutive branch.

1. "Agency head" means the commissioner or equivalent leader of any
department, and the highest ranking member of any commission, board,
inglitution, bureaw, or office, which is not 2 subordinant component of 2
department or equivalent ageocy, by whatever nams called, other than the
legislative and judicial branches of state govemment,

[IL. "Femily membe;r" shall mean any person related to and living in the
same domicile as the elected official, public official, public employee,
constitutional official, or legislative employee who shares a common
economic interest in the expenses of daily living, including, but not
limited to, & spouse, child, or parents.

[V, "[ncame" means any money ot thing of value received.,

V. "Primary oecupation” means any business, business asgociation, public
sector employment, noprofit employment, or self-employment which
ptovides the largest source of income for the candidate.

15-A:3 Persons Required to File, 1. The following persons shall file 2
statement of financial interests as required by this chapter:

(2) All candidates whe file for stats or county office.

{b) All persons {filing a6 acceptance of nominetion form for
state or county office. i

{c) Every person appointed by the governor, govemor and
council, president of the scnate, or the speaker of the house of
representatives to any board, commission, committes, board of directors,
suthority, or equivalent state entity whether regulatory, advisory, of
administrative in nature,

(d) All agency heads,

(2) Any public official designated, due to the responsibilitics
of the pusition, by the agency head.

(f) The secretary of state and the treasurer, aad any of their
subordinates _designated, .due to the responsibilities of the position, by the
secretacy of state or treasurer.

(g) All persons elecied to state ar county office, and all
persons appo‘il‘_u_‘v:{.‘iI to suchelective office to fill a vacancy.

{h) Any person, not employed by or working under contract for
the state, who is acting on behalf of the govemor or an agency while
engaged in state busicess.

I The filing of a financial disclosure form by an elected member of the
houss of representatives or senate pursuant to RSA 14-B:8 shall satisfy the
requirement for filing a statement of, financial interest pursuant to this
chapter. '

Il Any person who is otherwise subject to the filing requirement-s of
subparagraph I(h) shall be exempt from filing a statement of financial
interests provided the individual volunteering:

(2) Docs not directly or indirectly influence the setting of public
policy;

(b) Does nat directly or indiszctly influence decisions on how
state funds will be expended; and .

(¢) Does not directly or indirectly influence the selection of
vendors for the stats,

15-A:4 Designated Public Officials. The governor shall file with the
gecretary of state an organizational chert identifying tho names and titles of
atl persons who are acting on behalf of the govemot nnd who are required to
file a statement of financial interests, Bach agency head shall file with the
secretary of state an organizationa] chart {dentifying the names, titles, and
position numbers of persous in his or her department that are required to file
a statement of financial Interests, The secretary of state and the state
treasurer shall file with the secretary of state an organizational chart
identifying the names and titles of all persons in his or her department that
are required 1o file a statement of financial interests. .

15-A:5 Form of Disclosure. The setretary of state shall establish a
uniform statement of financial interests, which may be in paper or electronic
form.

1. The statement of financial interest shall include: (2) The full text of RSA
15-A. (b) The full name, work address, work phone tumber, primary
occupation, and, if different, the office, appointment, o employment with
government held by person filing the statement of financial intetest. (c) The
name, address, and type of any profession, business, or other orgopization in
which the reporting individual or family member was an officer, director,
pssociate, partuer, proprietor, or employee, or gerved in any other
professional or advisory capacity, and from which any income in excess of
$10,000 wes derived during the preceding calendar year. Sources of
retirement benefits other than federal retirement and/or disability benefits
shall be included.

If the person filing the finnnelal interest statement has no qualifying income
he or she shall report this by writing his or her initinls following the
statement "My Income docs not qualify "

(d) A statement of whether the person reporting or a family member has a
special interest In uny of the following businesses, professions, cccupations,
groups, or matters. A person has a reportable speciol interest in an item on
this list if a change in law; a change in' administrative rule, & deeision
whether or oot to award a contract, grant a license or permit, discipline 2
licenses or permittee, or ather decision by govemnment affecting the listed
business, profession, oceupation, or matter would potentially have a greater
financial effect on the person reporting the finencial interest or a family
member than it would on the general public: (1) Any profession,
occupation, or business licensed or certified by the state of New Hampshire,
listing each such professional, occupation, or category of business, (2)
Health care. (3) Insurance. (4) Real estate, including brokers, agents,
develapers, and landlords. (5) Banking or finencial services, (6) State of
New Hampshire, county, or municipal employment. () The New
Hampshire retirement system. (8) The current use land assessment program.
(9) Restaurants and lodging, (10) The sale and distribution of alcoholic
beverages. (11) Tho practice of law. (12) Any business regulated by the
public utilities commission. (13) Horse or dog racing, or other legal forms of
gambling. (14) Education. (15) Water resources. (16) Agriculture. (17) New

Hampshire taxes, specifying if business profits tax, business enterprise
tax, or interest and dividends tax. (18) The reporting official may, but is
ot required by thia chapter to specify any other area for which he or she
has a special interest,

(e} The following statement followed by a line for the persen filing the
form to sign and date the form; "L have read RSA 15-A and hereby swear
or affirm that the foregoing information is truc and complete to the best of
my knowledge and belief." §

Ii. The secretary of state may nlso require information such as home
phone numbers, homs addresses, and other information pertinent to the
administeation and enforcement of lows relating to financiel disclosure.
This information shall be non-public and shall not be subject to the
provisions of RSA 91-A.

III. The statement of finencial interssts, if filed on paper, shall be
completed by typewriting or legible hand printing, and shall be verified,
dated, atd signed by the reporting individual personaliy.

IV. The secretary of atate shall maintain the stotement of financial
interests for 6 years, after which time the statement may be destroyed.

The public information on the forms shatl be available to the public in

the form of a photocopy or an electronic record.. The secretary of state
shall, as soon a8 is practical, implement an electronic record keeping
system that makes the public information on strtements of financial
interest available to the public through the internet.

15-A:6 Deadlines for Filing. All persans subject to this chapler shall file
a statement of financial interests annually no [ater than the third Friday in
| January. ALl persons subject to this chapter, except those who are elected,

shall file a statement of financial interests within 14 days of assuming the

office, position, or appointment that makes the persen subject to this
r ghapter, unless the person has previously filed a statément during the
* calendar year. No person reguired to file @ statement of financial
v Interest pursuant to RSA 15-A:3, I, shall.be eligible (o serve in his or
" her appointed capacity prior fo fillng @ statement in accordance with
this section. '

{ 15-A:7 Penalty. Any person who knowingly fails to comply with the

« provisions ef this chapter or knowingly-files a false statement shall be

.guilty of a misdemeanor. It shall be an abgolute defense in any

 prosecution under this chapter that the person acted in reliance upon an

/advisory opinion on the subject issued under REA 14-B:3, I{c) or RSA
21-G:30, I(c).

15-A:8 Examlnation of Dlsclosures, The attomey general may exatnine

the statement of financial interests which are made under this chapler to

the secretary of state and compel such disclosures to be made to comply
" with the law,

’ 15-A:9 Severablltty. If any provisions of this chapter or the application
thereof to any person or circumstances is hold invalid, such invalidity
ghall not affeet other provisions or applicationt of the chapter which can
be given effect without the invalid provision er application, and to this

#end the provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable.

RSA 21-G:28-g, II. Each appointing authority under RSA 15-A:3 shall
provide the secretary of statc with the name and address and appointment
date of any person appointed by him or her to any board, commission,
committee, or beard of directors after the effective date of this section.




