STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICE OF ENERGY AND PLANNING
107 Pleasant Street. Johnson Hall
Concord, NH 03301-3834

Telephone: (603) 271-2155 www.nh.gov/oep
MARGARET WOOD HASSAN Fax: (603) 271-2615

GOVERNOR

March 31, 2014

The Honorable Mary Jane Wallner, Chairman

Fiscal Committee of the General Court /
State House - 3
Concord, NH 03301 W‘, s "ml Cosamine /a?}(!/;/i

Her Excellency, Governor Margaret Wood Hassan
And the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) respectfully requests authorization to
RETROACTIVELY amend Fiscal Item #13-192 approved by the Legislative Fiscal Committee on
September 13, 2013 and Governor and Executive Council on September 18, 2013, Item #7, by extending the
SB99 (of 2013) site evaluation process performance period end date from March 31, 2014 to October 31, 2014,
upon Joint Fiscal Committee and Governor and Executive Council approval. No additional funding is involved
in this time extension request. 100% Other Funds (PUC — Renewable Energy Fund).

EXPLANATION

This request is RETROACTIVE due to an administrative oversight; the request to extend the performance
period was inadvertently overlooked. The work required to develop draft siting criteria for the Site Evaluation
Committee (SEC) has taken longer than originally anticipated. This extension will allow OEP to complete the
public stakeholder process required by Senate Bill 99 of 2013 to seek input in the development of regulatory
criteria for the siting of energy facilities. Senate Bill 99 (Chapter 134) requires the site evaluation committee to
adopt rules by January 1, 2015, and OEP is conducting a public process prior to start of the SEC’s rulemaking
proceeding to help inform the development of siting rules. The SEC does not have staff or a budget to
undertake this important public outreach phase.

In the event that Other Funds are no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to support this request.
Respectfully submitted,

AN

Meredith A. Hatfield
Director
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Fiscal 04/25/14
G&C 05/07/14






MARGARET W0OD HASSAN
GOVERNOR
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The Honorable Mary Jane Wallner, Chairman

Fiscal Committee of the General Court
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Her Excellency, Governor Margaret Wood Hassan
and the Honorable Council

State House

Concord, NH 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Pursuant to RSA 14:30-a, VI, the Office of Energy and Planning (OEP) respectfully requests authorization to
accept and expend funds in the amount of $200,000.00 from the Public Utilities Commission to contract to
perform a study of the site evaluation committee's organization, structure, and process. Effective upon Joint

~ Fiscal Committee and Govemor and Council approvals through March 31, 2014. 100% Other (PUC Renewable

: Energy Fund)
01-02-02-024010-65100000 FY 2014 State Energy Programs
Source of Funds
Current
Appropriation
w/FY13 Balance Increase Modified
Class Description Forward (Decrease) Budget
000-404590 Federal Funds 383,263.78 0.00 383,263.78
001403543 Transfers from Other Agencies 0.00 200,000.00 200,000.00
009-404060 Agency Income 2,231.37 0.00 2,231.37
Totals 385,495.15 200,000.00 585,495.15
Current
Appropriation
w/FY13 Balance Increase Modified
Class Description Forward (Decrease) Budget
016-500141 Personal Services Non Class 47,500.00 0.00 47,500.00
020-500200 Current Expenses 800.00 0.00 800.00
026-500251 Organizational Dues §,000.00 0.00 8,000.00
030-500310 Equipment New Replacement 1.00 0.00 1.00
1039-500188 Telecommunications 750.00 0.00 750.00
1041-500801 Audit Fund Set Aside 137.00 0.00 137.00
042-500620 Additional Fringe Benefits 4,988.00 0.00 4,988.00

TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964




049-500420 Transfer to Other State Agency 15,300.55 0.00 15,300.55
060-500601 Benefits 34,964.00 0.00 34,964.00
070-500704 In-State Travel Reimbursement 500.00 0.00 500.00
080-500719 Out-of-State Travel Reimbursement 3,500.00 0.00 3,500.00
102-500731 Contracts for Program Services 269,054.60 0.00 269,054.60
103-502664 Contracts for Operational Services 0.00 200,000.00 200,000.00
Totals 385,495.15 200,000.00 585,495.15
EXPLANATION

Pursuant to Senate Bill 99 (Chapter 134) enacted on June 26, 2013, OEP is responsible for the study of the site
evaluation committee's organization, structure, and process to better ensure that the review of energy facility
applications serves the public good and provides clarity to potential energy project developers. As part of this
study, OEP is responsible for the development of recommended regulatory criteria. In order to fulfill its
responsibilities OEP will consult with the state energy committee, the house science, technology and energy
committee, and contract with outside vendor(s). The funding authorized under Chapter 134:3 will be used to
contract outside vendors and/or consultant(s) to conduct the study and the development of recommended
regulatory criteria.

OEP did not anticipate at the time the FY14/15 budget was developed that it would receive these funds, and is
therefore requesting that these funds be added to its budget now.

Funds are requested for the following purposes:

To contract with an outside vendor to perform a study of
the site evaluation committee's organization, structure,
and process.

Class 103 - Contracts for Operational Services

In the event that Other Funds become no longer available, General Funds will not be requested to support these
programs.

Respectfully submitted,

@mwf)’ﬁ#@m tn-

Meredith A. Hatfield
Director
MH/DM Fiscal 09/13/13

G&C 09/18/13
Enclosure
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CHAPTER 134
SB 99 - FINAL VERSION
03/28/13 1165s
5June2013... 1941h

13-0905
09/04
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Thirteen
AN ACT requiring a study of the site evaluation committee and process, and deve]opmg

regulatory criteria for the siting of energy facilities.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

134:1 Study and Report. The office of energy and planning (OEP) shall, in consultation with the
senate energy and natural resources committee and the house science, technology and energy
committee, contract with an outside vendor to perform a study of the site evaluation committee's
organization, structure, and process to better ensure that the review of energy facility applications
serves the public good and provides clarity to potential energy project developers. The study shall
identify deficits and needs, including but not limited to, potential funding, technology expertise,
committee membership, staffing, the roles of participating municipalities and the public, the role of
the counsel to the public, whether RSA 162-H allows the site evaluation committee to require
applicants to present alternatives, including but not limited to the burial of energy facilities in
publicly-owned transportation rights of way, and other issues that may be identified. The study
shall also include review and consideration of relevant studies and plans, including but not limited to
those developed by the independent system operator of New England (ISO-NE), the public utilities
commission, the energy efficiency and sustainable energy board, legislative study committees and
commissions, and other state and regional organizations as appropriate. The study shall engage all
interested members of the public in a process where meetings are duly noticed and minutes are
maintained for all public meetings and posted on the OEP website within 7 days of the meeting. The
OEP shall make a report to the speaker of the house of representatives, the senate president, the
governor, the senate clerk, the house clerk, and the state library on or before December 31, 2013.

134:2 New Paragraph; Energy Facility Site Evaluation. Amend RSA 162-H:10 by inserting after
paragraph VI the following new paragraph.

VII. No later than January 1, 2015, the committee shall adopt rules, pursuant to RSA 541-A,
relative to criteria for the siting of energy facilities, including specific criteria to be applied in
determining if the requirements of RSA 162-H:16, IV(b) and (c) have been met by the applicant for a
certificate of site and facility. Prior to the adoption of such rules, the office of energy and planning
shall hire and manage one or more consultants to conduct a public stakeholder process to develop
recommended regulatory criteria, which may include consideration of issues identified in attachment

C of the 2008 final report of the state energy policy commmission, as well as others that may be
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identified during the stakeholder process. The office of energy and planning shall submit a report
based on the findings of the public stakeholder process to the committee by January 1, 2014,

" 134:3 Funding. Up to a combined total of $200,000 shall be made available b& the public
utilities commission to the office and energy and planning to fulfill its responsibilities under sections
1 and 2 of this act and to the site evaluation committee for rulemaking under section 2 of this act
from the energy efficiency portion of the system benefits charge, the renewable energy fund
established under RSA 362-F:10, the energy efficiency fund established under RSA 125-0:23, or
other funding sources under the jurisdiction of the public utilities commission. The office and the
committes may utilize any other funding sources that are available to them for these purposes.

134:4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved: June 26, 2013
Effective Date: June 26, 2013






