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NATIONAL CONFERENCE of STATE LEGISLATURES 

The Forum for America's Ideas 

NCSL Student-Centered 
Learning Commission 

Kimpton Hotel Palomar 
Washington, D. C. 

May 12,2017 

Meeting Agenda 
This meeting is made possible with generous support from the Nelh'e Mae Education Foundation. 

This bipartisan group of state legislators will study the policies that are supporting districts and schools in moving 
towards student -centered learning. 

Examples of student-centered learning principles include: 

• Learning is personalized 

• Learning is competency-based 

• Learning takes place anytime, anywhere 

• Students have ownership over their learning 

Legislative Members: 
Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz, Massachusetts 

Representative Matthea Daughtry, Maine 

Senator Salvatore DiDomenico, Massachusetts 

Representative Mary Heath, New Hampshire 

Senator Deidre Henderson, Utah 

Senator Jay Kahn, New Hampshire 

Representative Joseph McNamara, Rhode Island 

Policy Experts: 

Senator Ann Millner, Utah 

Representative Alice Peisch, Massachusetts 

Representative Jeffrey Roy, Massachusetts 

Representative Sharon Tomiko Santos, Washington 

Representative Scott Syme, Idaho 

Senator Nancy Todd, Colorado 

Representative Terry Wolf, New Hampshire 

Jessica Donaldson, Senior Program Officer for Policy, Nellie Mae Education Foundation, Massachusetts 

Mark Kostin, Associate Director, Great Schools Partnership, Maine 

Lillian Pace, Senior Director of National Policy, KnowledgeWorks, Washington, DC 

Charlie Toulmin, Director of Policy, Nellie Mae Education Foundation, Massachusetts 

Rebecca Wolfe, Associate Vice President, Jobs for the Future, Massachusetts 

NCSL Education Staff: 
Lucia Bragg, Policy Associate, Washington, DC 

Sunny Deye, Program Principal, Colorado 

Chloe Sweem, Senior Staff Assistant, Colorado 

Friday, May 12, 2017 . . 



* All meeting sessions will be held in the Hirshhom Room * 

8:00-8:30 a.m. 

8:30-9:15 a.m. 

9:15-10:15 a.m. 

10:15-10:45 a.m. 

10:45-noon 

noon-1:15 p.m. 

1:15-2:00 p.m. 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 

3:00p.m. 

Breakfast and Networking 

NCSL Student-Centered Learning Commission: Introductions and Overview 

• Sunny Deye, NCSL 

What is Student-Centered Learning? 
What is the Evidence Base behind Student-Centered Learning? 
What is the problem we are trying to solve? Should schools look different ten years 
from now? What do today's students need to succeed? 

• Rebecca Wolfe, Jobs for the Future 
Pre-Reading: http: //www.jff.org/initiatives /students-center /student­
centered -learning 

Break I check out of hotel 

Student-Centered Learning Policy in New England 
Identify and discuss the range of policy options that have addressed student-centered 
learning in the New England region. What are obstacles and what supports need to 
be in place? 

• Mark Kostin, Great Schools Partnership 
Pre-Reading: http: //W\vw.competencyworks.org/resources I the-trouble­
with-prescriptive-policies-when-paradigms-are-shifting/ 

Lunch Presentation: Federal Update I ESSA State Plans 
Get the latest on federal education policy activity and learn about how states are 
planning to advance personalized learning through ESSA. 

V• Lucia Bragg, NCSL 

• Lillian Pace, KnowledgeWorks 
Pre-Reading: http: //WW\v.knowledgeworks.org/policy/ essa/interactive-map 

State Policy Options 
Consider state legislative approaches to student-centered learning and identify which 
state policy options this group wants to study. What do you need to move this work 
forward in your state? What might state legislators need in states that haven't yet 
begun this work? 

• Sunny Deye, NCSL 

NCSL Student-Centered Learning Commission: Recommendations and Next 
Steps 
What does this group want to accomplish? Who do you want to talk with, what do 
you want more information about? What activities might the Commission might 
undertake beyond year one? 

Adjourn 


