
























































24 LIFE OF FREDERICK SMYTH. 

any necessity of increasing this debt the present year; 
indeed, I hope we may be able to meet all necessary ex
penditures and decrease the debt in some measure, with
out augmenting the rate of taxation over that of last 
year. 

It will be your duty at an early day to decide upon the 
appropriations to be made to meet the necessary expenses 
of the city the present year. This will require your pa
tient and careful attention, as it is difficult to determine 
at the commencement of the year, with any degree of ex
actness, what amount of money will be required for the 
several departments of expenditure, and yet it is desirable 
that a sufficient amount be raised to meet all necessary 
expenses, without submitting our citizens to unnecessary 
taxation for a surplus. 

I will next call your attention, gentlemen, to the sub
ject of our schools, which will require a larger appro
priation than any other department,- a subject which has 
not passed unnoticed by the messages of any of our cities 
in New England for many a year; and yet, gentlemen, in 
common with all others, I again call your attention to the 
subject as one well worthy of your deliberation and foster
ing care. · By the liberality and enlightened policy of our 
citizens in the various school districts, schoolhouses have 
been erected ·which are in a measure commensurate with 
the wants and welfare of teachers and scholars, as well as 
in conformity with the spirit of the age. From my own 
personal observation, and the very able report of our effi
cient school committee of the last year, and from the 
opinion of others, in whose ability to form correct judg
ment in the premises I have confidence, I am inclined to 
the opinion that our schools are improving; and although 
subject to the drawbacks and hinderances consequent 
upon a somewhat fluctuating population, they will yet 
favorably compare with the schools of any other town or 
city of our age in New England. 
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