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Fiscal Institute 

2021 NCSL Fiscal Leaders Seminar & SALT Conference 
Drury Plaza Hotel I 828 Paseo De Peralta I Santa Fe, N.M. 87501 

Sept. 27-29, 2021 

Agenda 
Monday, Sept. 27, 2021 

5:30-7 p.m. 
New Mexico State 
Capitol 
490 Old Santa Fe Trail 
Santa Fe, N.M. 87501 

Welcome Reception 

Tuesday,Sept.28, 2021 

7:30-8:30 a.m. Breakfast I Registration 
O'Keefe Room 

8:30-9 a.m. Welcome and Introductions 
Palace Ballroom • Tim Storey, executive director, NCSL 

9-10 a.m. Economic Outlook 
Palace Ballroom • Speaker: Joyce Chang, chair of global research, JP Morgan 

10-11 a.m. State Revenue Disrupters 
Palace Ballroom • Speaker: Bill Fox, PhD, director, Boyd Center for Business and Economic 

Research, University of Tennessee 

11-11:15 a.m. Break 

11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Federal Infrastructure Update: What Does it Mean for States? 
Palace Ballroom • Speaker: Ben Husch, federal affairs advisor, NCSL 

12:15-1:30 p.m. Lunch 
O'Keefe Room 

1:30-2:30 p.m. Sorry, This Job isn't Good Enough: What's Behind the Worker Shortage? 
Palace Ballroom • Moderator: Luke Martel, director, NCSL 

• Speaker: Erica Groshen, senior economics advisor, Cornell University School of 

Industrial and Labor Relations 

• Speaker: Nick Bunker, economic research director for North America, Indeed Hiring 
Lab 

2:30-2:45 p.m. Break 
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2021 NCSL Fiscal Leaders Seminar & SALT Conference 
Drury Plaza Hotel · Santa Fe, New Mexico · Sept. 27-29, 2021 

Tuesday, Sept. 28, 2021, cont. 

2:45-3:45 p.m. The School Funding Dilemma and the Influx of Federal Funds 

Palace Ballroom • Moderator: Dan Thatcher, senior fellow, NCSL 

• Speaker: Daphne Kenyon, PhD, resident tax fellow, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 

• Speaker: Austin Reid, senior legislative director, NCSL 

3:45-4 p.m. Snack Break 

4-5 p.m. Top Fiscal Issues in the States Roundtable Discussion 

Palace Ballroom • Discussion Leader: Mandy Rafool, director, NCSL 

6-9:30 p.m. Reception and Dinner 
La Posada de Santa Fe 
330 East Palace Ave. 
Santa Fe, N.M. 87501 

Wednesday,Sept. 29, 2021 

7:30-8:30 a.m. Breakfast 
O'Keefe Room 

8:30-9:15 a.m. Budget Track: State Budget and Stimulus Funds Update--Part 1 

Budget Track: Lamy • Speaker: Erica MacKellar, program principal, NCSL 
Room • Speaker: Molly Ramsdell, division director, NCSL 

Tax Track: • Speaker: Emily Maher, senior policy specialist, NCSL 
Palace Ballroom Tax Track: Update on Alcohol Tax Systems and Tech. Changes 

• Speaker: Jackson Brainerd, program principal, NCSL 

• Speaker: Dale Stratton, analyst, SipSource 

• Speaker: Jeff Carroll, general manager, Avalara for Beverage Alcohol 

9:15-10 a.m. Budget Track: State Budget and Stimulus Funds Update--Part 2 

Budget Track: Lamy • Speaker: Erica MacKellar, program principal, NCSL 
Room • Speaker: Molly Ramsdell, division director, NCSL 
Tax Track: • Speaker: Emily Maher, senior policy specialist, NCSL 
Palace Ballroom Tax Track: Expanding Broadband Access via Tax Policy 

• Speaker: Anna Read, senior officer, The Pew Charitable Trusts 

• Speaker: Scott Mackey, managing partner, Leonine Public Affairs 

• Speaker: Deborah Bierbaum, assistant vice president, Tax, AT&T 

10-11 a.m. Budget Track: Returns and Reforms: Plugging Pension Gaps in the Pandemic Era 

Budget Track: Lamy • Speaker/Moderator: Luke Martel, director, NCSL 
Room • Speaker: Joseph Newton, pension market leader and actuary, Gabriel, 

Tax Track: Roeder, Smith &Company 

Palace Ballroom Tax Track: Fostering Communication Between Legislators and Tax Administrators 

• Moderator: Wayne Harper, State Senator, Utah 

• Speaker: John Valentine, chairman, Utah State Tax Commission 

• Speaker: Russ Brubaker, vice president, Tax Cloud 

• Speaker: Alison Jares, deputy director of business tax, South Dakota Department of 
Revenue 
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2021 NCSL Fiscal Leaders Seminar & SALT Conference 
Drury Plaza Hotel • Santa Fe, New Mexico • Sept. 27-29, 2021 

Wednesday, Sept. 29, 2021, cont. 

11 a.m.-Noon Budget Track: Creative Recovery: Policy Strategies for Strengthening State Economies 

Budget Track: Lamy through the Arts 
Room • Speaker: Kelly Barsdate, chief program and planning officer, National Assembly of 

Tax Track: State Arts Agencies 

Palace Ballroom Tax Track: OECD Global Income Tax Reform: Impact on the States 

• Speaker: Karl Frieden, vice president/genera/ counsel, Council on State Taxation 

• Speaker: Barbara Angus, global tax policy leader, Ernst & Young LLP 

Noon-1:30 p.m. Luncheon Session: Leading in an Infinite Game 

O'Keefe Room • Speaker: Curt Stedron, director, NCSL 

1:30 p.m. Fiscal Leaders Seminar Concludes 

1:30-3 p.m. SALT Business Meeting 

Palace Ballroom • Co-Chair Remarks I 
State Revenue Update 

• Speaker: Morgan Scarboro, manager, tax policy and economist, Multistate 
Associates 

State Tax Actions Update 

• Speaker: Jackson Brainerd, program principal, NCSL 

Multistate Tax Commission Activities Update 

• Speaker: Helen Hecht, uniformity counsel, Multistate Tax Commission 

Wayfair Implementation Update 

• Speaker: Christie Comanita, director of research and state compliance, Streamlined 

Sales Tax Governing Board, Inc. 

• Speaker: Fred Nicely, tax counsel, Council on State Taxation 

SALT Task Force Activities Update and Discussion 
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