June 6, 2022

His Excellency, Governor Christopher T. Sununu
and the Honorable Council

State House

Conco = v Hampshire 03301

REQUESTED ACTION

Authorize the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Division of the Arts, to award an American Rescue
Plan Act grant to Monadnock Arts in Education (VC #156616), Keene, NH in the amount of $6,000 for salary
support and artist contract fees for the Music Director and a Program Coordinator, effective upon Governor and
Council approval through June 30, 2022. 100% Federal Funds.

Funds are available in account, ARPA Grant DNCR Arts Council, as follows:

I
03-035-035-353510-24930000-072-500575 - Grants Federal 36,00u

EXPLANATION

The National Endowment for the Arts amended the Arts Partnership Grant to the New Hampshire State Council
on the Arts to assist arts and cultural nonprofit organizations sustain their operations. These American Rescue
Plan funds are intended to help these entities and their employees endure the economic hardships caused by the
pandemic and to distribute critical funds to a broad constituency and geographic range. The first forty-three
organizations to receive funding were those awarded Public Value Partnership grants in July 2021.

This funding category recognizes that the nonprofit arts industry is an important sector of New Hampshire’s
economy, and that financial support is necessary to help save jobs and keep operations functioning. The grant
awards are designed to assist in the recovery of organizations that are at risk of permanent closure, or endured loss
of paid staff, venue, or significant revenue. Organizations were allowed to request funds for salary support,
marketing, fulfill contracts with artist’s, rent and utilities, or health and safety supplies.

Six panelists reviewed forty-one applications and recommended thirty-seven awards based on three criteria:
quality of arts programming, administrative capacity, and impact on the arts work force. Gant categories and
deadlines are advertised through the divisions’ website, social media and electronic newsletters.

Earlier in Fiscal Year 2022, Monadnock Arts in Education was awarded a Youth Arts Project grant in the amount
of $6,000 bringing the cumulative total over the $10,000 threshold, therefore requiring Governor and Council
approval. Monadnock Arts in Education is a nonprofit arts education organization that offers accessible in-school
programs that introduce the joy of choreographed dance, live music, and performance to children in

kindergarten through eighth grade.

The Attorney General’s Office has reviewed and approved the agreement as to form, substance, and execution.

Respectfully submitted,

S . Stew:
Commissioner





















