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GILSUM - ORIGINAL RECORDS

VOLUKE 1., 1752 - 1814
i 1769 - 1832
¥ .3 1813 - 1838
s 1863 - 1883
X 4 1884 - 1896

I have checked the above and copied all roads therein
found.
Please note that 25 years - 1838 to 1863, are missing
to make the record complete to 1896,
Oscar E. Jewell
Research Clerk.

June 1, 1940
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1955 : N. H. Sentin:

Photo by Jack Teehan
HIGHWAY ENGINEER RETIRES. Elwin 8. Hastings of Gilsum,
who recently retired as a right-of-way engineer with the state high-
way department, is shown standing beside Rt. 10 which he helped
lay outf in 1910. Hastings, who lives beside the highway in Gilsum,
said it was the first state trunkline on this side of the state.

Gilsum Man Who Helped
Lay Out Roads Retires

GILSUM, Sept. 8—Elwin 8. Hastings of Gilsum, a man who “grew up”
with the state highway system, is now in retirement—living beside Rt.
10, a road he helped lay out in 1910.

Hastings put 44 years of his life into the development of New Hamp- [
shire highways and was a right-of-1t
way engineer when he retired July
1,

He began working for the depart-
ment on a summer vacation in 1907,
employed as a rodman with a sur-
vey party.

In 1918 he became division en-
gineer in the Keene office where he
remained for many years. He was
transferred to Lebanon where he
took charge of maintenance and
went. into the department’s right-
of-way section in.1950.

Route 10, the Dartmouth College
Highway, was known as the West
Side Rd. when it was laid out 45
years ago.

It wasn’t much of a road, but it
was the first trunkline to be built
by the state on this side of the
state. The road was waterbound
macadam south of Keene and un-
treated gravel to the north.

“There weren't many cars then,
Hastings noted.

The first state aid project in the
Gilsum area was the construction
of a retaining wall along a section
of road which was recently aban-
doned for new construction.

Favors Keene Bypass

As Hastings lives near Keene and
is thoroughly familiar with the
highway network in this area, he

Continued on Page Two
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EElwm ‘Hastings
Retires From
State Service

Continued From Page One

was asked to comment on the pro-
possed bypass of Keene.

“For the past 18 or 20 years there
have been complaints of traffic con-
gestion and the lack of parking fa-
cilities in Keene,” Hastings said.

“The city should get rid of its
through traffic which doesn’t do
it any good. In my opinion the by-
pass is a major opportunity to im-
prove traffic and parking conditions
within the city.

Hastings said he worked on 22
bypass projects in New Hampshire
and heard few complaints from
persons in affected, communities.

With plenty of time to spend at
his home at the foot of Bingham
Hill, Hastings has no ' immediate
plans.

“I think T'll do some fishing,” he
sald
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