GRANTS

orP

NEW HAMPSHIRE TERRITORY

BY THE

GOVERNMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS.






GRANTS

o

NEW HAMPSHIRE TERRITORY

BY THH

GOVERNMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS.

ACWORTH.

{This town was probably Nwmdber 3 in the line of towns from Merrimack to
Connecticut River, granted by Massachusetts, Jan. 16, 1735~6. Granted by New
Hampshire as Burnet to Cal. Sampson Stoddard and others, Dec. 28, 1752, and
named in honor of Gov. William Burnet. Regranted as NMew Burnet, Nov, 17,
1761, to Stoddard and others. Incorporated as Acworth (sometimes spelled
Ackworth), Sept. 19, 1766, and named in honor of Lord Acworth. The charter
was renewed May 3o, 1772.

See New Hampshire charters, following; IX, Bouton Town Papers, 1; X,
Bouton Province and State Papers, 398, 400, as to participation of this town in
the movement by western New Hampshire towns in conjunction with towns in
Vermont, for a new state composed of towns on both sides of the Connecticut
River, or other rearrangement of state lines by a union of western New Hampshire
towns with Vermont, or annexation of Vermont towns to New Hampshire; XI,
Hammond Town Papers, 1; Index to New Hampshire Laws, g; History, by J. L.
Merrill, 1869, pp. 306.]

[Mass. House Journal, June 24, 1737.]

A Petition of ?’osejﬁ' Weld, Foseph Ru;ggl’es, and Ebenczer
Pierpont, a Committee of the Grantees or Proprietors of the
Township Number Zkree in the Line of Towns, shewing that
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upon a careful view of the said Township, it appears to be so
Mountainous and Rocky &c. that is not fit for making a Settle-
ment, which was their full Purpose, praying they may be released
from their Obligations, and obtain a new Grant in Lieu thereof
near the Great Menadnuck’s for the Reasons mentioned. Read

and Ordered, That the Petition be continued to Tuesday next the
28th currant.

[Mass. House Journal, June 28, 1737.]

A Petition of Fosepr Weld and others, a Committee of the
Grantees' of the Township Number Z%see¢ in the Line of Towns,
praying for an Exchange &c. on Account of the roughness of the
said Township, as entered the 25th. Read again, and after some
debate, Ordered, That the Petition be referred to the next sitting
of the Court for further Consideration.

[Mass. House Journal, July r, 1737.]

A Memorial of Foseph Weld, and others, a Committee of the
Grantees of the Township Number Z%ree in the Line of Towns,

raying that for as much as their former Petition in the present

ession for an Exchange of said Township, which proves very
mountainous Land is referred over for Consideration, that one or
more of the Court’s Committee for laying out the Line of T'owns,
with some of the Petitioners to wait on them, may in the mean time
be directed to take a careful View of the said Township, the
Charge to be paid out of the Grantees Money remaining in the
Hands of the Court’s Committee paid at the admission of the
Grantees; in order that a true Information may be had of the
Quality of the said Township, when that Affair shall come under
consideration again. Read and Ordered, That the Prayer of the
Petition be granted; the Charge of the Committee’s View to be

paid out of the surplusage of the Grantees Money, as within men-
tioned. .

Sent up for Concurrence.
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[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 3, 1737.]

A Memorial of Foseph Weld and others, a Committee of the
Grantees of the Township Number Z%ree in the Line of Towns,
praying they may obtain a Grant of a Township adjoyning to the
Line of Towns, and lying upon the Township Number Stx and
Seven, in consideration of the extraordinary meanness and barren-
ness of the said Township Number Z%ree, formerly granted them,
and as agreable to the Petition, as entred the 24#% of Fune last.
Read and Ordered, That this Petition be considered on Wednes-
day the seventh currant.

[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 7, 1737.]

A Memorial of Foseph Weld and others, a Committee of the
Grantees of the Township No. 3, praying as entred the 39 Cur-
rant; read again, and Ordered, that the Consideration of this
Memorial be referred to the next May Session.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 16, 1737.]

A Memorial of Foseph Weld and others, a Committee of the
Township Number Zkree in the Line of Towns, praying that
their former Petition to the Court in their present sitting’, may be
now considered, for the Reasons mentioned. Read, and the
Question was put, Wiither the Petition shall be sustained.

It pass’d in the Negative.

[Mass. House Journal, June 15, 1739.]

A Petition of Foseph Weid, Foseph Ruggles, and Ebenezer
Fierpont, a Committee of the Proprietors of the Township Num-
ber Z%ree in the Line of Towns, shewing the Land in said Town-
ship Number 7%ree, on a View of it in the Years 1737 and 1738,
is so rough and mountainous, as renders it unfit for Settlement,
altho’ the said Proprietors have been at upwards of three Aundred
and fifty Pounds Charge in using Methods for Settlement, pray-
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ing they may be allowed a Grant of a new Township in lieu of
sald Number Zhree, for the reasons mentioned.
Read and Ordered, That the Petition lie on the Table.

ALSTEAD.

[This town was probably Number 4 in the line of towns from Merrimack to
Connecticut River, granted by Massachusetts, Jan. 16, 1735-6. Granted by New
Hampshire as Newfon, Dec, 28, 1752, to John Towle and others. Repranted
Aug. 6, 1763, to Samuel Chase and others, and incorporated as Alstead. The
charter was renewed Jan, 235, 1772,

See New Hampshire charters, following; IX, Bouton Town Papers, §5; X,
Bouton Province and State Papers, 394, 398, 400, as to movement for union with
Vermont towns; XI, Hammond Town Papers, 21; Index to Laws, I7; historical
sketch, Hurd’s History of Sullivan County, 1886, p. 114.]

| [Petition of Proprietors of No. ¢, for Eguivalent Grant, ry;0.]
[Mass. Archives, Vol. 118, p. 410.]

Province of the 3 To the Honorable Tuomas Hurcrinson Esq
Massachusetts Bay}Lieutenant Governor and Commander in
Chief of His MajesTY’s said Province, the Honorable Council,
and House of Representatives, in General Court Assembled,
March 15% A D, 1%70. .

The Petition of the Subscribers Humbly Sheweth,

That Some of Your Petitioners and the Predecessors of the
others Obtain’d a Grant, from the Great & General Court of a
Township of Land, Several Years Since, Which was then Laid
out between the Rivers of Connecticut and Merrimack in the
Line of Towns; That the House Lots in said Township were
Alloted to the Proprietors, and some further Orders of the General
Court Relative to the Settlement of said Township were (by the
said Proprietors) Performed to the Satisfaction of a Committee
from said Honorable Court, as may Appear by the Proprietors
Book of Record Sign’d by the Honorable William Dudley Esg*
Chairman of said Committee. And that said Proprietors were
Resolutely Pursuing all other Proper Measures in order for a
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Speedy Settlement, but very soon after to their great Damage and
Disappointment, and after the Payment of One Hundred and
Eighty Pounds to the Committee aforesaid, and a further Expence
of more than Double that Sum, besides Expence of Time, they
were Deprived of said Township, by its being Set off to the Prov-
ince of New-Hampshire by the Determination of His Majesty
King George the Second, in the Settlement of the Boundaries of
the Provinces aforesaid ; And your Petitioners must Remain Rem-
ediless in the Premisses without the Interposition of this most Hon-
orable Court, they therefore most humbly Pray that Your Honors
would be pleased to take the Same into Your wise Consideration,
and According to Your known Justice and Clemency, to Grant
them another Township in Lieu of that which they were deprived
of, as a Retaliation for their great Loss, and Your most humble
Suppliants (as in duty bound) shall ever Pray.

Joshua Fuller

Samuel Jackson on the Right of Cap* Samuel Jackson
Jonathan Williams Jun® on the Right of John Spring
Thomas Greenwood Ebenezer Stearns Oakes Angier
Isaac Jackson on the Right of Isaac Jackson

Thaddeus Trowbridge on the Right of William Trowbridge
Jonathan Williams on the Right of William Williams
Thomas Quinier

Stephen Harris on the Right of Thomas Harris

David Sanger on the Right of David Sanger

Ephraim Burridge on the Right of John Burridge

Peter Durrell éamuel Shattuck

Nathaniel Smith William Coollidge

Amos Livermore on the Right of Oliver Livermore
Josiah Brown on the Right of William Brown
" Josiah Goddard

William Park on the Right of Richard Park

‘William Park Ebenezer Brown

{&)nas Coollidge on the Right of Jonas Coollidge

athaniel Spring

Christopher Grant Jun® on the Right of Christopher Grant
Samuel Fuller on the Right of Isaac Fuller

Jonathan Learned on the Right of Ebenezer Goddard
William Dana ?onathan Learned

Seth Storer on the Right of Jonathan Bemis

Nathaniel Stone on the Right of Moses Hastings

Josiah Mixer Daniel Robbins
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James Hay on the Right of Richard Coolidge
Joseph Coolidge Josiah Fuller
Nehemiah Mason on the Right of Joseph Mason Esq®
Daniel Bond on the Right of Daniel Bond
Abraham Whitney on the Right of John Whitney
Nathaniel Collidge on the Right of Thaddeus Coollidge
Elisha Learned on the Right of David Learned
Samuel Randall
Ezekiel Whitney on the Right of David Whitney
John Stowel Benjamin Bond James Dix
George Harrington George Harrington Jun®
Josiah Bisco on the Right of Thomas Bisco
Edmund Bernard on the Right of Samuel Stowel
Samuel Hide on the Right of Richard King
William Coollidge Jun® on the Right of Joseph Allen
William Coollidge on the Right of John Coollidge
Thomas Frost
Thad® Trowbridge on the Right of Caleb Trowbridge
Samuel Jackson on the Right of Edward Jackson
David Coollidge David Livermore Nathaniel Stone
The Names of the Petitioners withinmentioned, were Entred
Agreeable to a Vote of the Majority of said Petitioners at their
eeting on the 12 Day of March, A D, 1770.
Joshua Fuller Com™® for said
William Coollidg } Petitioners

AMHERST.

[Granted by Massachusetts as Narraganseft No. 3, Dec. 18, 1728, It was
afterwards called Salems Narragansett and Souhegan West. The grant was con-
firmed by the Masonian Proprietors, Dec. I, 1759. Incorporated as Ambherst,
Jan. 18, 1760, and named in honor of Lord Jeffry Amherst. The charter was
renewed in April, 1762. A large part of Monson was annexed in 1770.. A por-
tion of the town was combined with parts of Hollis and Mile Slip to make up the
town of Milford, Jan. 11, 1794. Mont Vernon was set off and incorporated Dec.
15, 1803. :

See New Hampshire charters and Masonian Papers, in this and following velumes ;
IX, Bouton Town Papers, 6; XI, Hammond Town Papers, 57; Index to Laws,
18; historical sketch by John Farmer, 5, Collections of N. H. Historical Society,
79; petition of inhabitants, id., 253; history, by Daniel F. Secomb, 1883, pp. 978
sketch by same, Hurd’s History of Hillsborough County, 1883, p. z19.]
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[Mass. Maps and Plans, Vol. 6, p. 31.]

The Plan hereto Annexed Shews the bounds of a Tract of Land laid out for one of the Towns Granted by the Gen! Court
to the Narragansett Soldiers it Lyes on the North Side Sowheagan River and Adjoyning thereto on the South. The East part
of it is about four or five Mile Westward of Merrimack River, and is at or Near the East end of the Late proposed Line of
Towns between Dunstable and Northfield there is in it a Sufficient Quantyty of Improveable Land Capable of making a good
Town. The whole plan Contains 24457 Acres which is 1417 Acres More than is Contained in Six miles Square which we are
Humbly of Opinion ought to be Allowed for the Pond and for Part of three Farms that were formerly laid out, & now
Included in This Survey. It was Surveyed in the month of Octor 1728 with the Assistance of Mr Jonas Houghton Surveyor,
& John Goss & Stephen Mighill Chainmen, who were Sworn by Joseph Wilder Esqr.

John Chandler Jun®
Edwd Shove Com'itte
John Hobson

s

e
)

by wey

.

A Plann of One of the Towns Granted to the
Narragansett soldiers Containing 23040 Acres of
Land or the Contents of Six miles Square Exclusive
of 1417 acres allowed for the Pond & farms former-
1y laid out & Included Therein. It is laid down by
a Scale of 240 perch to one Inch

By John Chandler Junr Surv'r

vmo[vzél v P Fop ’?C“}L'

L K;[/ﬁ 7 o pech

Wk by e Weidle 6 mil oy 1920 Pt

i o
kT

In the House of Representatives—December 18t 1728 Read and aceepted and Voted That !.he l).l?d protracted and
described in the within plann be and hereby is confirmed to the officers gnd Saldlefs belonging to this vax.nce, who were i'n
the Service of their Country in the late Naraganset War, and to their heirs and assigns or lawfull chresenunvea.—prpwded it
exceeds not the Quantity of Land within mentioned, nor interferes with any other or former Grant of this Court, provided also
they comply with the Conditions mentioned in the said vote of 7% June for Setling the said Town—

+ Sent up for Concurrence wm ]:)ndley Sguk'
In Council Dec: 18. 1728—Read & Concur'd J. Willard Sec’ry
Consented to, W Burnet
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[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 18, 1728.]-

A Plat of One of the Towns granted to the Narraganset Sol-
diers, Surveyed and laid out by an Order of this Court of the
Seventh of Funme last by Major Ckandler, Mr. Shove, and Mr.
Hobson, adjoining to Sowkeagen-River, and lying on the North-
side thereof, and of the Contents of Six Miles Square was pre-
sented for Allowance. Read and Accepted and voted, That the
Land protracted and described in the within Plan be and hereby
is confirmed to the Officers and Soldiers belonging to this Prov-
ince who were in the Service of their Country in the late Narra-
ganset War, and to their Heirs and Assigns or lawful Representa-
tives, provided it exceeds not the Quantity of Land within men-
tioned, nor interferes with any other or former Grant of this Court,
provided also they comply with the Conditions mentioned in the
said Vote of Fune 7k, for setling the said Town.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[GranT To WiLLiAM Davis, IsAAC JOHNSON, AND OTHERS.]
[Mass. Court Records, M,ay 28, 1659.]

The Court also Judgeth It meete to Graunt to Capt w® Davis -
Capt Eliazer Lusher Cap* firauncis Norton & Cap' Isaac Johnson
two hundred and fiffty acres apeece on the same termes as was
Graunted to Cap® Savage Oliver &c

[Mass. Court Records, Oct. 16, 1660.]

Laid out to Cap* w™ Davis of Boston and to Cap® Isack Johnsen |
of Roxbury to each of them two hundred & fifty acres of land
more or lesse w lyeth together in one platt in the wildernesse on
the west of merremak River and about six miles by estimation
from merremake at a place Called by the Indians quohquinnapass-
kessanahnoy upon and on both sides sowheaganock River lying
two hundred & forty pole in length upon a streight line downe
the River and extends about halfe a mile on each side the River



10 CHARTER RECORDS.

being butteld and bounded on the west w® land lately laid out for
m™ Anna Lane and on the east w a farme laid out for m® John
Wilson sen” the wilderness elswhere surrounding according unto
the bound marked trees, w are sufficiently marked w* P all
which doth more fully appeare by a platt taken of this same by
Jonathan Danforth surveijor.

The Court doth allow & Approve of this Returne.

[Mass. Maps and Plans, Vol. 1, p. 11.]
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[GrANT TO ANNA Lane.]
[Mass. Court Records, Oct. 16, 1660.]

Laide out to M™ Anna Lane five hundred acres of land more or
lesse in the wildernesse on the west of merremacke River and
about seven miles by estimation from merremake at a place Called
by the Indians Quoquina-passkessanahnoy which is upon sowhea-
ganocke River lying two hundred & eighty pole in length upon
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‘the River about two hundred acres lyeth on the north side and
three hundred acres on the south side being bounded w land laid
out for m® Davis and Capt Isacke Johnson on the east wilderness
land elswhere surrounding the same as by a plott taken of the
same is more fully demonstrated by Jonathan Danforth surveyor.
The Court doth Approove allow & Confirme this Returne.

[GraxT TO JonN WiLsON.]
[Mass. Court Records, Nov. 12, 1659.]

whereas m™ John wilson sen® hath mett w® severall Disapoint-
ments about laying out his thousand acres of land Graunted him
by this Court above twenty yeares since It is ordered that m* Dan-
forth be desired & hereby Impowred by himself or his order to lay
out the said thousand acres in one or two places where It shall be
found.

[Mass. Court Records, Oct. 16, 1660, and Maps and Plans,
: Vol. 1, p. 12.]

Laid out to m™ John Wilson senr of Boston one thousand acres
of land more or lesse in the wilderness on the west of merremacke
River; one part or parcell of the same Conteining seven hundred
acres more or lesse lieth upon Sowheaganock River at a place
Called by the Indians quohquima-paskessa-nahnoy w® is about
five miles by estimation from merremacke River lymng three hun-
dred sixty fower pole in length upon sowheaganuck river fower
hundred acres more or lesse on the North side of the River and
three hundred acres more or lesse on the South side being Butteld
and bounded on the west w® land lately laid out for Capt w™ Davis
& Capt Isack Johnson of Roxbury the wilderness elswhere sur-
rounding according to Bounded trees marked w® L Also one
part or parcell more Conteining three hundred acres more or lesse
lieth about one mile & halfe by estimation southward of the former
farme upon the head of penichuck brooke being bounded by a
great pond on the southwest called pennichuck pond, extending
downe the brooke about two hundred & eighty pole in length lying |
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[Mass. Maps and Plans, Vol. 1, p. 12.]
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almost wholly on the northwest side of the said Brooke the wilder-
ness, elswhere surrounding according unto bounded trees web are
marked w™ L all which is more fully demonstrated by a platt
taken of the same by Jonathan Danforth Surveior.

The Court Allowes & Approoves of the land so laid out in this
Returne.

The magis®™ have past this w' Refference to the Consent of
theire brethren y® deput® hereto Alloing & Approoving of the Re-
turne as above
21 october 1660 Edw. Rawson Secret

Consented to by the deputyes

William Torrey Cleric.

BEDFORD.

[Granted by Massachusetts as Narragansefi No. 5, Feb. 12, 1733-4. After-
wards called Sowhegan East. The grant was confirmed by the Masonian Proprie-
tors, Nov. g, 1748, Incorporated as Bedford, May 19, 1750, and named in honor
of the Duke of Bedford. A portion of the town was annexed to Manchester, July
1, 1853.

See New Hampshire charters and Masonian Papers, in this and following vol-
umes; IX, Bouton Town Papers, 50; XI, Hammond Town Papers, 176; Index
to Laws, 51; topographical description, 1, Collections of N. H. Historical Society,
286; discourse by Thomas Savage, 1841, pp. 16; centennial address by Isaac O.
Barnes, 1850, pp. 453 history, pub. by Alfred Mudge, 1851, pp. 364 ; historical dis-
course, by Ira C. Tyson, 1876, pp. 31; historical sketch, Hurd's History of Hills-
borough County, 1885, pp. 265.

[Mass. House Journal, Feb. 11, 1733-4.]

Mr. Skove from the Committee appointed the 30t% of Fune 1732,
for laying out the Narragansett Townships, presented a Plat of
the Township Number Fzve, so called by the original Grantees
lying on Merrimack River, of the contents of six Miles square and
five hundred twenty one acres for poor Land, allowed and to
satisfy a Grant made to Benjamin Smith. Read and Ordered,
That the Plat be accepted, and that the Lands set forth and de-
scribed in the within Plat of the Narragansett Township Number
Frve (exclusive of Benjamin Smith’s Grant) be and hereby are
confirmed unto one hundred and twenty of the original Grantees
their heirs and assigns, v#z. that Society of them of which Col.
Thomas Tilestone and others were appointed a Committee for
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regulating the said Township Number Five, so called at a general
Meeting of the Grantees in Boston the sixth of Fune last as by
their Votes and Orders may appear, provided the Plat contains oo
more than the quantity of L.and within mentioned, and that it does
not interfere with any former Grant.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. Court Records, Feb. 12, 1733-4.]

A Plat of a Township for the Narraganset Soldiers being a
Tract of Land lying on Merrimack & Sohegan Rivers, of the
Quantity of six miles square with five hundred Acres allowed for
poor Land & Benjamin Smiths Farm Being bounded as
follows ; viz. Beginning at a Pitch Pine Tree on the North Side
of Sohegan River five miles from Merrimack, as said Sohegan
River runs; & running North six miles to the Township form-
erly laid out to the Narraganset Soldiers to a Heap of Stones;
then running West on said Township one mile & eighty two
rods to a Beach Marked; then running North one mile & two
hundred & sixty rods on Province Lands to 2 White Pine Tree,
which is the South West Corner of the second Township for
the Narraganset Soldiers on Merrimack; then running on said
second Township East, six miles & one hundred & ten rods to
Merrimack River, nine miles above the Mouth of Sohegan River .
as Merrimack runs, & so running up Merrimack River to Sohegan
River, & from thence along Sohegan River to y° Bounds first
mentioned.

In the House of Represent™ Read & Ordered that the Plat be
accepted, & that the Lands set forth & described in the within
Plat of the Narraganset Township Number Five (Exclusive of
Benjamin Smiths Grant) be & hereby are confirmed unto one
hundred & twenty ofthe Original Grantees, their Heirs & Assigns ;
viz, that Society of them of which Coll. Thomas Tilestone &
others were appointed a Committee for regnlating said Township
Number Five, so called, at a general Meeting of the Grantees in
Boston the sixth of June last, as by their Votes & Orders may
appear, Provided the Plat contains no more than the Quantity of
Land within mentioned & that it does not interfere with any former
Grant.

In Council; Read & Concur'd ;—

Consented to, J Belcher
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[Mass. Court Records, Feb. 4, 1736.]

In Council whereas the proprietors or present possessors of the
Narragansett Township, Called Number five, have voted &
Agreed that the Several lotts, being One hundred and twenty in
the whole, besides publick Lots, shall pay Sixty of them, each five
pounds and the other Sixty Lots be Settled with a Family & built
upon and bronght to as Directed in the Grant from the General
Court, the Lots being all Numbred and those which are to pay
five pounds to be Distinguished from those which are to be Settled
in the following manner, vizt Lot Number One to pay Five pounds
Number two to Settle Number three to pay five pounds Number
four to Settle And so Alternatly in the same order to pay five
pounds or to Settle thré the whole Number of Lots being One
hundred and twenty besides Publick Lots And whereas Sundry
Charges have Already Arisen and must Necessarily further Arise,
to procure which Sums, as well as to Oblige the Settlers to Comply
and the five pound lots to pay their Several Sums the Authority of
this Court is thought Necessary wherefore It is Resolved ‘and
Ordered That the proprietors of the said Lots whether Setlers
or those who are ordered to pay five pounds each do Settle and
pay Respectivly According to the said Vote; the five pounds to be
paid into the hands of the Treasurer Already Appointed by the
Proprietors for that purpose, and by him to be paid to the Settlers
each five pounds: And in Case the Settlers fail in Settling Ac-
cording to the Courts Grant and Votes of the proprietors then the
proprietors at a meeting Regularly Assembled shall and may
dispose of said Right or Rights to any other or others that will
Settle, And whereas Sundry proprietors Neglect to draw their
Lots and pay their proportion of Charges the Committee of said
proprietors shall have power to sell their Lands for defreying the
Charge Arisen or that may Arise Attending the Methods in the
Disposition of the Lands to be Observed in Gathering Rates &
Taxes Levied by Order of this Court on Unimproved Lands.—

In the House of Represent* Read & Concurr'd—

Consented to J Belcher
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[ Grantees of Bedford, rys57.]
{Mass. Archives, Vol. 115, p. 844.]

In Obedience' to and Order inserted in Publick Print That the
several Clerks of the respective Townships be and they are hereby
directed to deposit attested Copies, under Qath, of all the Original
Grants that have been Made Within these thirty years past,
together With a List of the Names of the Grantees, & who have
fulfilled the Conditions of their Grants into the secretarys Office by
the Last day of March upon pain of the Displeasure of the Court
&

c.

This May therefore Certifie that the Lowest Narraganset Town-
ship on Merrimack River No. 5 bounded East on Merrimack
River, South on sowbeeg (or sowhegan) River, West partly on
salem Narraganset, or otherwise Called sowhegan West, partly
on that which some have Called New Boston, bounded North on
that which some have Called shovestown. Granted by the General
Court of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 120 men.
Whereof 60 Were to settle in such time as was then set. the said
town hath been all Laid Out in 3 divisions beside meadow Each
division Except the first hath 123 Rights Laid Out, Viz. One for
Each proprietor, One for the first Minister, One for the Ministry,
& One for the school, the Meadow Lotts are all Laid Qut &
Numbred, Each meadow Lott Coupled With some One of the
third division Except such Lotts in the third division, as have
meadow in them. the Lotts througout the town are all drawn, &
most of them on Record. There is twenty Acres Laid out to build
a Meeting house on, there is 120 acres Granted by the proprietors
to Deacon Jonathan Williams Our proprietors Treasurer And 120
Acres to Captain Joseph Blanchard, he to Erect a Good sawmill
& a Good Corn-mill, there is also suitable provision Made for
ways, I am informed there is about 60 families setled in the town:
but no minister setled, nor Meeting house built, the Late War
hath been some discouragement. since the Town hath been Reck-
oned in New-hampshire Government, it is divided not far from the
Middle, & some addition Made to the south end, & Erected into a
township And some addition to the North end, & that also made
a township.

There are 17 Gentlemen belonging to New-hampshire Which
some Call Lord proprietors, Which pretend the Land is theirs,
yet have Confirmed the Rights of the original proprietors, as the
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Lots have been already Laid out & surveyed. Excepting and
reserving only 17 Rights or shares as According to said Laying
out, the particular Rights or sharesto be determined & ascertained
hereafter.

here is a true Coppy of their Vote transcribed

PROVINCE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

At a Meeting of the Proprietors of the Lands Purchased of
John Tufton Mason Esqf in the Province of New Hampshire held
at Portsmouth in said Province by Adjournment on the Ninth day
of November anno Domini 1748

Voted That the Rights of the Original Proprietors of souhegan
East, Otherwise Called Narraganset No. 5 on Merrimack River,
be and are hereby Confirmed to them according as the said Lots
have been already surveyed and Laid Out, excepting and reserv-
ing only seventeen shares or Rights as according to said Laying
Out; the Particular Rights or shares so Excepted and Reserved
to be determined and ascertained hereafter : but that the Particular
Rights and shares of Major Edward White and the Reverend
Doctor Ebenezer Miller be not among the excepted and Reserved
rights as aforesaid, but that their said Rights & shares among
sald Proprietors surveyed as aforesaid, be hereby Granted and
Confirmed to them their Heirs and Assigns.

Copy of Record

attest Geo : Jeffrey jun™ Propr™ Clerk

At a Proprietors Meeting of the Narraganset Town No g at the
house of Mr Samuel Knealand in Boston, & met accordingly on
y® 30® Day of October 1934 at ten a Clock in the forenoon
and Chose the Hono™ Samuel Thaxter Esq® Moderator of said
meeting—

Then they Proceeded to Draw the setlers Lotts as they were
Marked, the Even numbers were setlers and the Odd were non
settlers.

on pescataquog
No 1 Governour Belcher Esq. 2 James Davenport
’ on Merrimack

No 1 Jacob Griggs 5 Samuel Hollis
2 John Plimton 6 James yates
3 Habijah savage % Israel Hubbard

4 Thomas simpkins 8 Addington Davenport Esq®
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9 Richard Bill
10 John Dorrill
11 John Richards
12 Thomas Daws
13 William Dinsdell
14 Richard Foster
15 Jabez Hunt
16 Thomas Bernard
17 Thomas Holbrook
18 Benjamin Dyer
19 William Clark Esq"
20 Joseph Thorn
21 Samuel Gill
22 Paul Dudley Esq*
23 Edmond Weld
24 David Evans
25 Thomas Beatle
26 George Talbott
27 John Baker
28 John Barns
29 Shadrach Thayer
30 Ebenezer Williams
31 John Wilson
32 Henry Timberlake
33 James Townsend
34 Sarah Perkins
35 Alford Butler
36 John Morey
37 Isaac Hatch
38 John Langley
39 Joseph Prince
40 Samuel Gile
41 Silence Allen
42 Benjamin Williams
43 William Davenport
44 Edward White
45 Robert Vose
46 Joseph Savel
47 Ebenezer Williams
48 Nathanael Goodwine
49 Samuel Miller
50 John Arnoll

31 John Payson

52 Samuel Pollard

53 Samuel Wadsworth
54 Owen Harris

55 Henry Wilson

56 Thomas Viccos

57 Joseph Briggs

58 Samuel Lyon

59 Jonathan Gay

60 Moses Ayers

61 Thomas Jefferies
62 Gamaliel Roggers
63 Gideon Terril

64 Ebenezer Jones

65 samuel Gurnet

66 Cap® Ebenezer Dorr
67 Joseph Benson

68 Henry Leadbetter
69 Jonathan Proutt

70 Rebeccah Abbott
71 Thomas Tilestone
72 Benjamin smith

73 Madam Levingston
74 Benjamin Turner
75 samuel Fisk

76 John Lane for Ephraim

77 samuel Bass

78 William Oglebe
76 Caleb stedman

8o Zechariah smith
81 Benjamin swain
82 John Lane

83 John Mears

84 William Dean

85 John Tuckerman
86 Thomas Waymouth
87 John Rice

88 Andrew Oliver

89 Jonathan Williams
90 John TFriscott

91 Edward Tyng

92 Israel Vicary



BEDFORD, 19

93 Ephraim More
94 Joseph Gardner
95 Benjamin Bates

96 Zechariah Chandler
97 John Ruggles
98 Benjamin Langdon

home lots on Babbosick

1 John Burrill
2 samuel Belcher
No 3 David Jacobs
4 samuel Linkhorn
5 Ebenezer Hartshorn
6 John Leach

11 Benjamin Bicknall
12 John Chamberlin
13 samuel Thaxter

14 John Gridley

15 Rebeccah Hannors
16 William Hasey

7 sarah Warren
8 samuel Williams
9 John Gridley

17 John Catler
18 Thomas Baker
19 James Pitts

10 John Nelson 20 Ephraim Colburn

I am inclined to believe there Was One Lot Laid out for the
Minister, & One for the school, in the first Division, between the
fifty seventh, & fifty Lots on Merrimack River but they are not
Numbred & Recorded, as i Can find, so that i1 fear they Will be
Lost. The first Minister, the Ministry, & school Lots, in the sec-
ond & Third Division are as followeth

second Division Third Division

no,
Minister Lots No. ;gm } 9"Range zf:: :ggw g? Ministry

Ministry Lots No. ic;“’ % 9 Range ‘rﬁg:ggw gg School

school Lots No. :;ltgg“‘Range lrlee]:ggw gg First Minister

I have No Account who are setled in the Town: but by Word
of Mouth, according to that account, their names follow

John Moor Robert Gilmore Thomas Meglotherin

John Goff Esq* Paterson Dravid smith
Thomas Chandler Macdugal  James Walker
m®  Woods Bushnal Lieut Moses Barron

samuel Vose now setling
Eleazer Lyon Robert Gilmore
widow Farmer Thomas Farmer

Thomas Viccary
John Robie
Andrew Walker
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Widow smith, once Capt. lovels widow Capt.John Chamberlin

William Henry ames Canady John Moreland
John Tom }ames Moor Wallice
James Mathas John Burns James Moor the Miller
Thomas Barus Thomas Viccary jun. samuel Miller
William Awls William Arbuckle  Robert Mecormick
Robert Read David Tompson Garret Rowen
William Corwell Benjamin smith John Magquig
Deacon Orr Widow Maquade William Moor
Richard Macalister Goyn Riddle Hugh Riddle
Robert Walker Jonathan Lyon James Little
John Little Forgos Canady John Bell
John Maglotherin ~ Noah Thare Lin
Matthew Patten samuel Patten James Macknite
Patrick Taggard

I am informed there are four sawmills in the Town and two
Corn Mills. I Cannot inform Who have Performed the setling
Conditions, any Otherwise than I have Done. Humbly offered
Milton march 25 1751 samuel Wadsworth Proprietors Clerk

Suffolk ss. Boston 26" March 1751
Mr Sam® Wadsworth appeared, & made solemn Qath that the
foregoing Return is to the best of his knowledge just & true
Before me The® Hubbard J. Pac* -

[Petition of Foseph Foscelyn for Equivalent Grant, r774.]
[Mass. Archives, Vol. 118, p. 763.]

Province of To His Excellency Tho* Hutchinson Esq
Massachusetts Bay } Capt General & Governor in Chiefe over
Said Province to the Hon" his Majestys Council & House of Rep-
resentatives in General Court assembled January the 26® 1774—

The Petition of Joseph Josselyn of Hanover in the County of
Plymouth Esq® Humbly Sheweth that there was a Grant of a
Township made by the Great & General Court in June AD. 1732
‘To Benjamin Smith and Others for Services done in the Naragan-
set.Indian War.—

which Township was laid out on Merimack River in the year
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1733. and Commonly called No 5. Your Petitioner having Pur-
chased of the Heirs of Benjamin Bates one of the Soldiers in that
War his Right which was afterwards laid out in said Township to
yoeur Petitioner who has been at Considerable trouble and Cost
from Time to Time in Bringing on the Settlement agreable to the
terms of said Grant.—

But after Some Years, upon Runing the Line Between this
Province and that of New Hampshire, the whole of said Town-
ship was taken into that Province, and Your Petitioner was thereby
deprived & Excluded from all Property and Benefit of his said
Lands. —Wherefore He Prays your Excellency and Honours to
take this his Case into your Wise and Compassionate Consideration
And in your Wisdom and Goodness make him Such a Grant of
Some unappropriated Lands of this Province as shall appear to
you Just & Reasonable or otherwise Relieve him in this Case as
to you Seems meet.—

And as in Duty bound Shall Ever Pray &c .
Joseph Josselyn

[In answer to this petition, the General Court granted the peti-
tioner four hundred acres of land to the eastward of Saco River,
March 3, 1774.]

BOSCAWEN.

[Granted by M husetts as Cont k, Dec. 8, 1732, to John Coffin and
others, of Newbury, Mass. The grant was confirmed by the Masonian Proprietors,
Jan. 10, 1758, Incorporated as Boscawen, April 22, 1760, and named in honor
of Admiral Edward Boscawen, of the British navy. The charter was renewed Oct.
7. 1763. Webster was set off and incorporated July 4, 1860. This division was
attempted in 1791, when the inhabitants of the west part of the town asked to be
set off and incorporated by the name of Bristol.

See New Hampshire charters and Masonian Papers in this and following vol-
umes ; IX, Bouton Town Papers, 57; XI, Hammond Town Papers, 193 ; Index to
Laws, 62; Descriptive and Historical Account of, by John Farmer, 1821, XX,
Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, 71~76; Chronological Register, by
Ebenezer Price, 1823, pp. 116; Proceedings of Centennial Celebration, 1876, pp.
27 ; History of Boscawen and Webster, by Charles Carleton Coffin, 1878, pp. 656
One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of Settlement, 1883, pp. 211, pub. 1884;
historical sketch, Hurd's History of Merrimack County, 1885, p. 169.]
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FMass. House Journal, Dec. 20, 1731.] -

A DPetition of Foin Coffir and others, Inhabitants of sundry
Towns within this Province, praying, that they may have a Tract
of Land above and adjoining to Pennmicook, of the Contents of
seven Miles square granted to them, under such Limitations as
may compel them to settle the same, for which they are willing to
pay, for the use of the Province, Féve Hundred Pounds in Bills
of Credit.

Read, and Ordered, That Mr. Welles, Major Chandler, and
Major Brattle, be a Committee to consider thereof, and Report
what may be proper to be done thereon.

[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 22, 1731.]

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of Fokn
Cofin  and others, entred the 2oth Instant, Reported, Read,
Accepted and

Ordered, That the Prayer of the Petition be so far granted, as
that the Petitioners be and hereby are impowered by a Surveyor
and Chain—Men under Oath, to Survey and lay out a Township
of the Contents of seven Miles square above and adjoining to the
new Town at Pennicook, on both sides of Merrimack River, to
extend three Miles on the East side, and four Miles on the Wesz
side of the said River, and return a plan thereof to this Court at
their Session in May next for Confirmation; at which time the
Grantees shall pay into the Province Treasury, for the use of the
Province, Five Hundred Pounds in Bills of Credit, and that there-
upon the Petitioners be impowered to chuse and appoint 2 Com-
mittee for laying out one Hundred Home-Lots, (which shall be
drawn for by the Grantees) and such other Divisions as shall be
agreed upon by the Major Part of them ; the whole of the Charge
to be equally paid by the said Grantees. And that, for the effec-
tual bringing forward the Settlement of the said Township, the
Grantees shall within six Years from the first Day of July next,
have actually upon the Spot, Ninety Seven Families, each of
which to have a Dwelling-House of eighteen Feet square, and
seven Feet Stud, at least, and three Acres of Land well stock’d
with English Grass, fit for Mowing and four Acres of Tillage
Land brought to fit for Improvement, upon pain of forfeiting his



BOSCAWEN. 23

Interest to the Province, and the Sum of Zen Pounds, for which
_Security shall be given at the Payment of the said Frve Hundred
Pounds, to a Committee of the Court to be appointed for that Pur-
pose; and that there be Three Home-Lots, with all after Rights,
part of the said One Hundred, sequestred, vsz. One for the first
settled Minister, One for the Ministry and one for the School.
Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. Court Records, Dec. 23, 1731.]

A Petition of John Coffin & a great number of others praying for
a Grant of a Tract of Land of Seven Miles square lying on each
side of Merrimack River abover Penicook, for the Consideration
of the Sum of Five Hundred Pounds to be paid into the province
Treasury & the performance of such Conditions for y® Settlem® of
s¢ Land as this Court shall Order.

In the House of Represent™ Read & Ordered that the prayer of
the Petition be so far granted as that the Petition™ be & hereby are
impowered by a Surveyour & Chain men under Oath to Survey &
lay out a Township of the Contents of Seven Miles square above
& adjoining To the new Town at Penicook on both sides of Merri-
mack River to extend three miles on the East side & four Miles
on the West Side of the s? River & Return a Plat thereof to this
Court at their Session in May next for Confirmation, At which
Time the Grantees shall pay into the province Treasury for the
Use of the Province Five Hundred Pounds in Bills of Credit &
that thereupon the Petition™ be Impowered to Chuse & Appoint
a Comm®* for laying out One Hundred home Lotts (which shall
be drawn for by the Grantees) & such other Divisions as shall be
Agreed on by y* Major Part of them y® whole of the Charge to be
equally p* by the said Grantees, & that for the Effectual bringing
forward the Settlem® of the s? Township the Grantees shall within
six Years from the first day of July next have actually upon the
Spot Ninety seven Families, Each of w® to have a Dwelling

ouse of eighteen foot square, & seven feet Stud at least & three
Acres of Land well stock’'d with English Grass fit for Mowing &
four Acres of Tillage brought to fit for Improvement, upon pain of
forfeiting his Interest to the Province & the Sum of Ten Pounds,
for which Security shall be given at the Paym® of the s? £500, to
a Comm®**® of this Court to be appointed for that purpose & that
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there be three home Lotts with all other Rights, part of the st One

Hundred sequestred viz* One for the first Settled Minister, one

for the Ministry, & one for the School. .
In Council Read & Nonconcur’d.

[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 6, 1732.]

On the Petition of Jokn Cofin, Joseph Dole, and sundry others,
praying for a Grant of a Tract of Land of seven miles square
above Penny-Cook on the West side of Merrimack-River whereon
to make a Township, for the reasons mentioned. Read and in
answer to this Petition, Ordered, That there be and hereby is
granted to the Petitioners a Tract of Land of seven miles square
at the place Petitioned for, viz. on the West side of Merrimack
Prver, to be laid out by a Surveyor and Chain-men under Qath, a
Plan thereof to be presented to this Court at their next May Ses-
sion for Confirmation, the said Land by them to be settled on the
Conditions following, wz. that they within the space of four Year
from the confirmation of the Plan, settle and have on the spot
eighty-one Families, each setler to build a good convenient dwell-
ing House one story high, eighteen feet square at the least, and
fence clear and bring to four acres fit for improvement, and three
acres more well stock’d with english Grass, and also lay out three.
shares throughout the Town, each share to be one eighty fourth
part of the said Tract of Land, one-of said shares to be for the first
settled Minister, one for the Ministry, and one for the school; and
also to build a convenient Meeting House, and settle a learned
and orthodox Minister within the term aforesaid.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. Court Records, Dec. 8, 1732.]

A Petition of John Coffin of Newbury & eighty others pray-
ing the Grant of a Tract of Land of Seven miles square lying on
the West Side of Merrimack River adjoining to Penicook, to Set-
tle themselves or their Children upon on such Conditions as this
Court shall judge fit. —

In the House of Represent™ Read & in Answer to this Petition
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Ordered that there be & hereby is granted to_the Petitio™ a Tract
of Land of Seven miles square at the place Petition’d for on the
‘West side of Merrimack River to be laid out by a Survey® &
Chainmen on Qath, A plan thereof to be presented to this Court
at their next May Session for Confirmation the Lands to be by
them setfled on the Conditions following viz. That within the
" space of four Years from the Confirmation of the Plan, they settle
& have on the Spot eighty one Families, Each Settler to build a
good convenient Dwelling House one Story high, eighteen feet
square at the least, & fence, clear & bring to four Acres fit for
Improvem® & three Acres more well stock’d with English Grass, &
also lay out three Shares thro’ out the Town Each Share to be one
Eighty fourth part of the s? Tract of Land, One of s* Shares to be
for the first Settled Minister, One for the Ministry & One for the
School, & also to build a Convenient Meeting House & Settle a
learn’d orthodox Minister within the Term aforesaid—
In Council Read & Concur’d :

[Mass. Court Records, April 25, 1733.]

In the House of Represent™ Voted that MF John Coffin be &
hereby is fully authorized & impowered to Assemble & Convence
the Propriet® or Grantees of a Plantation lately made by this Court
of a Tract of Land of Seven Miles square above Penicook on the
West side of Merrimack River at such Time & Place as he shall
appoint to Choose a Moderator & Clerk & to make such Orders &
Rules as may be proper & needful to bring forward the Settlem®
of the s Plantation according to the Conditions of the Grant.

In Council Read & Concur’d :—

Consented to J Belcher

[Mass. House Journal, April 25, 1733.]

Voted, That Mr. §okn Cogin be and hereby is fully authorized
and impowred to assemble and convene the Proprietors or Gran-
tees of the Plantation lately made by this Court of a Tract of Land
of seven Miles square above Penny-cook on the West side of Mer-
rimack River, at such time and place as he shall appoint, to chuse
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a Moderator and Clerk, and to make such orders and rules as
may be proper and needful to bring forward the Settlement of the
said Plantation according to the Conditions of the Grant.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. House Journal, June 6, 1733.]

A Plat containing the contents of seven Miles square of Land
above Penny-cooke on the west side of Merrimack River laid out
by order of this Court, pass’d last December surveyed by Mr.
Rickard Hazzen, jun. Surveyor and two Chain-men on Oath, in
answer to a Petition of Fokn Coffin, Foseph Dole, and others
praying for a Township as entred the sixth of December last, was
presented for allowance. .

Read and Vosed, That this Plat be accepted, and that the
Lands within delineated and described be and hereby are con-
firmed unto the within named Fokn Cofin, Foseph Dole, and the
other Petitioners their Heirs and Assigns for ever; they comply-
ing with the orders and conditions in the Grant on their Petition,
pass’d in December last provided it does not contain more than the
Contents of seven Miles square, nor interfere with any other or
former Grant.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. Court Records, June 6, 1733.]

. A plat of a Township granted at the last Court to John Coffin
& others lying on Merrimack River above Penicook, survey’'d by
Richard Hazzen jun® & two Chain Men on Oath, being Bounded
as follows ; Viz. Beginning at the Middle of Contoocook River
where it empties itse%f into Merrimack, where it Joins on Penicook
Plantation, Thence running West, 15°.00, South adjoining on
Penicook Line four Miles to a white Pine Tree, mark’d for Peni-
cock Corner Bounds, thence further on the same Line three
thiles & Eight Poles to a Norway Pine mark’d for the Corner
Bounds, Thence turned at right Angles & runs North, 15°.00,
West Seven Miles & eight Poles to a crotched white Birch Let-
tered, Standing on the South East Side of a Hill which is the
Northwest Corner, Thence turned & right Angles, & runs East,



[Mass. Maps and Plans, Vol. 8, p. 8.]

P

et
By od s sl s

Essex ss: at the mouth of Contoocook river in the Province of the Massachusetts Bay May 14t 1733—Then and there Mr. Richard
Hazzen Junr as Surveyor, James Osgood & Ebenezer Virgin as Chainmen made oath faithfully to execute the office & duty of their trust in
laying out the Plantation at Contoocook of the Contents of seven miles square agreeable to the grant of the Great & Generall Court—

Before me Joseph Gerrish—
Justice of the Peace—
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15°- 00, North, near Seven Miles & an half to a white Oak & two
White Pines mark’d by Merrimack River & by s* River as it runs,
to Contoocook River to y° place, where it first began.

[Mass. Maps and Plans, Vol. 8, p. 8.]

M. John Coffin and others Proprietors of the Plantation of Con-
toocook, Granted by the Great & Generall Court of their Session
in the Month of April anna Domini 1733—Requesting me the sub-
scriber to Survey the same agreeable to the Courts order—I did
in Obedience thereto attend the Service and on the 14th. of May
last I repaired to the said Plantation, Run the lines thereof and
bounded out the same as followeth : viz :—Beginning at the mid-
dle of the mouth of the Contoocook River where it empties
itself into Merrimack where it Joyns on Pennycook plantation
thence running west 15° South and joyning on Pennycook Line
four miles to a white pine tree marked for Pennycook Corner
bounds, thence farther on the same line three miles & Eight
poles to a Norway pine marked for y* corner bounds—thence
turned at Right angles & ran north 15° West seven miles & 8 poles
to a crotched white birch leitered standing on the southeast side of
an Hill which is in Northwest corner—thence turned at right angles
& ran east 13° north near seven miles and an half to a white oak
& two white pines marked by Merrimack river and by said river
as it runs to the mouth of Contoocook river where we first begun :—
the lines are well marked so as easily found. Laid out and
finished May 28% 1733 ¥ Richard Hazzen, Jur", Survey™

Memorandum : The Township is contained within the three
prick! lines & the River Merrimack—the eight poles on two
sides allowed for Sagg of chain & no more—N. B: The varia-
tion Betwixt my compass & that by which Pennycook was laid is
two degrees, though the lines agree well: & the quallity of the
land described by the letters of the alphabet on the extreem
Lines—thus from *a’ at the mouth of Contoocook River to
b is broken pitch pine Land—thence to ¢ c¢” is good oak land~—
thence to ¢ d” is oak & pine mixt—thence to * e”—is oak, beech
& hemlock, from ‘*e” to *{ is a low mossey swamp of white
pine thence to ** g” at the corner is oak pine and Beech Land-— -
from ¢ g” to **h” is Beech, Birch & white pine from ¢“h” to *i”
is a pine hill and plaine atthe end of which plaine is a long meadow,
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from thence to “k* is oak maple, beech & hemlock, thence to
the Corner is beech, Birch, maple & white pine land mixt, rocky
& broken land, thence toward Merrimack to the letter ¢ m,” tis
broken rocky land, thence to the east and of Kiasarja tis good
Land—the timber & wood growing thereon being Oak, Hemlock,
Beech maple, white ash & poplar—thence to River is oak, white
pine & Hemlock Hilly-Land—By Merrimack river tis partly
pitch pine broken land & partly Intervall—where the line inter-
sects the rivers tis put down exactly, in other places by guess,
The Hills are stored with Deer & Moose & the land in generall
very good & suitable for 2 Township according to the best obser-
vatton of
: Richard Hazzen—Jur Survey*

N. B. The whole allowance more then y° exact measure is

about 200 acres.

In the House of Representatives, June 6%, 1733—

Read & voted that the Plat be accepted and that the lands
within delineated & described be and hereby are confined unto the
within named John Coffin, Joseph Dole & others petitioners their .
heirs and assigns forever they complying with the orders and con-
ditions in the (g.‘vrant on their petition passed in Dec. last provided
the Plat does not contain more than the contents of Seven miles
square and does not interfere with any other or former grant—

Sent up for Concurrence— J. Quincy—Sph

In Council June 6, 1733—

Read & Concurd— J. Willard—Sec'ry.

June 6, 1733—Consented to J Belcher—
BRADFORD.

[This town was probably Musber 2 in the line of towns from Merrimack to
Connecticut River, granted by Massachusetts, Jan. 16, 1735~6, Afterwards
granted by the Masonian Proprietors. It was named AMew Bradford by settlers
from Bradford, Mass. Incorporated as Bradford, Sept. 27, 1787, and included
New Bradford, Washington Gore, and a part of Washington. A tract of land was
severed- from Newbury and annexed to Bradford, Dec. 6, 1796, and another, June
22, 1859,

See lelasonian Papers in following volumes; XI, Hammond Town Papers, 219;
Index to Laws, 65; history, by John M. Hawks, Hurd's History of Merrimack
County, 1885, p. 185; Proceedings of Centennial Celebration, 1887, pp. 110.]
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[Mass. House Journal, Dec. 8, 1738.]

A petition of Mr. okn Hulchins and Thomas Kimball, Esq; a
Committee in behalf of the Proprietors of the Township called
Number 7o in the Line of Towns from Rumford to the Great
Falls on Connecticut River, shewing that the Lands in said Town-
ship are so rocky and mountainous on a View thereof that renders
the settlement impracticable; praying they may be allowed to
take up a Tract of Land in lieu of the aforesaid Township, lying
West of a Canada Township and North of the Line of Towns, to
be laid out in such Form and under such Regulations as to the
Wisdom of the Court shall seem meet. Read and referred to the
next sitting of the Court for further Consideration.

CANTERBURY.

[Granted May 20, 1727, to Richard Waldron and others, and then included the

territory of Loudon and Northfield. Full town privileges were granted March 19,

. 1741. Named for an English town. An addition was made on the southwest
side, June 13, 1765. Loudon was set off and incorporated Jan. 23, 1773.
Northfield was set off and incorporated June 19, 1780. A small tract was severed
from Canterbury and annexed to Concord, June z, 1784, and another to Loudon,
Jan. 7, 1852,

See New Hampshire charters and Masonian Papers in this and following velumes ;
IX, Bouton Town Papers, 86; XI, Hammond Town Papers, 261 ; Index to Laws,
81; Sketches of the Hidtory of, by William Patrick, 4, Collections of the
N. H. Historical Society, 174-193; Historical Sermon delivered Oct. 27, 1833, by
William Patrick, 1834, pp. 39; sketch of, by J. N. McClintock, 4, Granite
Monthly, p. 387 ; Births, Marriages, and Deaths in Granite Monthly, 4, pp, 391,
431, 507, and §, pp. 163, I95; historical sketch, Hurd's History of Merrimack
County, 1885, p. 221; Concise History of the United Society of Believers
Called Shakers, by Charles Edson Robinson, 1893, pp. 134.]

[GrANT TO JoserH GERRISH.]
[Mass. House Journal, Jan. 5, 1735-6.]

A petition of Foseph Gerrish of Newbury, Esq; praying for a
Grant of Lands on the East side Merrimack River above Penny-
cook ( now Rumford) adjoining to Col. Kent's Farm, whereon he
would actually settle by himself personally by ploughing fitting for
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mowing and fencing &c. for the reasons mentioned. Read, and
in answer to this Petition, Vofed, That the Petitioner have leave
by a Surveyor & Chainmen on Oath to survey and lay out two
hundred & fifty acres of the unappropriated Lands of the Province
on the East side of Merrimack River, and adjoining to Col. Rich-
ard Kent’s Farm, and return a Plat thereof to this Court within
twelve months for confirmation to the Petitioner his heirs and
assigns, provided the Petitioner by himself personally within
three years from the confirmation of the Grant brings to and well
subdues thirty acres of the granted premisses by ploughing or fit-
ting the same for mowing, and well incloses it by fencing, and
builds and compleatly finishes a good dwelling House of eighteen
feet square and seven feet stud at least on the premisses.
Sent up for Concurrence.

[Grant To Ricuarp Kent.]
[Mass. House Journal, June 6, 1735.]

A Plat of three hundred acres of Land laid out by Mr. Rickard
Hazzen, Surveyor, and two Chain-men on Oath to satisfy the
Grant of this Court of the sixth of December last to Rickard Kent,
Esq; adjoining to the Town of Rumford, and lying on the East
side of Merrimack River, was presented for allowance. Read
and Ordered, That the Plat be accepted, and the Lands therein
delineated and described be and hereby are-confirmed to the said
Hickard Kent, Esq; his heirs and assigns for ever, provided the
Plat exceeds not the quantity of three hundred acres of Land, and
does not interfere with any former Grant.

Sent up for Concurrence.

[Mass. Court Records, June 6, 1735.]

A Plat of three hundred acres of Land Granted by the General
Court to Richard Kent Esq", Surveyed by Richard Hazzen Sur-
veyor & Chainmen on Oath; lying Adjacent to the Town of Rum-
ford; begining at a Stake & Stones by Rumford line thence
Runing West 17 deg. South on said line about two hundred and
twenty five poles, to a white Ash Mark’d K, by Merrimack River
thence Runing up said River ahout two hundred and Ninety two
poles to a horn bean Marked R K thence East ten deg. North
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about two hundred & twenty five poles to a Pitch pine Mark’d R K,
thence about two hundred & Eight poles to the bounds first men-
tioned—

In the House of Represent® Read & ordered that the Plat be
Accepted and the Lands herein delineated and described be and
hereby are confirmed to the said Richard Kent Esq his heirs and
Assignes forever; Provided the Plat exceeds not the quantity of
three hundred Acres of land, and does not Interfere with any for-
mer Grant—

In Council Read & Concurr’d-—

Consented to J Belcher

CONCORD.

[This territory, known as Fenacook, was granted by Massachusetts, May 18,
1659, to Richard Waldron and others. Again granted by Massachusetts, Jan. 17,
17256, to Ebenezer Eastman and others. Incorporated by Massachusetts as
Rumfiord, Feb. 27, 17334, Incorporated by New Hampshire as Concord, June
7, 1765. The grant of Bow by New Hampshire, May 20, 1727, conflicted with
this grant, and the dispute was decided by the king in favor of Rumford, Dec. 27,
1762. A gore of land was severed from Canterbury and Loudon and annexed to
Concord, Jan 2, 1784. Portions of Bow were annexed Dec. 13, 1804, and July 10,
1856. The State House was built in 1816, and remodeled in 1865. It was first
occupied by the legislature in June, 1819. A city charter was granted July 6,
1849, but was not adopted until March 1o, 1853.

See Masonian Papers in following volumes; IX, Bouton Town Papers, 128;
X1, Hammond Town Papers, 340; Index to Laws, 116; Historical Sketch, 1,
Collections of N. H. Historical Society, 153-218; History of, from first grant
in 1725 to organization of city government in 1853, by Nathaniel Bouton, 1856,
pp. 786; sketch of, by J. N. McClintock, 8, Granite Monthly, p. 263; historical
sketch, Hurd’s History of Merrimack County, 1833, p. 57.]

[Petition for Grent of Land at Penacook, 1659.]
[Mass. Archives, Vol. 112, p. 117.]

To the Honred Generall Courte Now assembled at Boston &c :

The humble petetyon of us whose names are under written beinge
inhabytants in this Jurisdiction, & beinge senceable of y* need of
multeplyinge of towneshippes for y® inlargement of y® contrey
And accommodateinge of such as want opportunity to improve
themselves, have taken into our consideration a place w* is called
pennecooke, w° by reporte is a place fit for such an end, Now ye
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"humble request of yo* petetioners to this honred Courte is yt wee
may have y° grant of a trackte of land their to y° quantyty of
twelfe miles square, w® beinge granted we shall give up our
selves to be at y® cost and charge of vewinge of it, & consider
fully aboute it wheather to proseed on ffor y* settlinge of a towne or
noe and for y* end shall crave the liberty of three yeares to give
in our resolution And in case y* wee doe proseed then our humble
request is y* we may have y® grant of our freedome from publique
charge for y® space of seaven yeares after y° time of our resolution
given in to this Honed Courte, for our incorragement to settle a
plantation soe furre remote; as Knowinge y* many will be our
inconvenyences (for a longe time) w® we must expeckt to meet
whall, w* desires of ours beinge ansered yor petetioners shall ever
pray for that happynes of this Hon'ed Courte rest yo* Humble
petetioners

Richard Walderne Val: Hill: Peter Coffin

his
John 4~ Hird William ffurbur Roger Plaisteed

rRe

Edward woodman  John Pike Abraham Toppan
Benie Swett Jorge littell John bayly
John Cheiney Nathaniell : weare  Robard coker
John Poore Robertt Rogers Edward Richison
william Cotton John wolcot John Bond

willim Titcomb

18:(3) 59: The Committee do Judge meet that y° peticc’on™ be
granted a plantaccon of Eight mile Square, upon condiccon, that
at the Sessions of the Genall Court to be held in octo. 1660, they
make report to that Court of their resolution to Psecute y° same,
with a competent n® of meet persons that Will ingage to carry on
the work of the Said place, in all Civill & Eclesiasticall respects,
and that within two yeares then next ensueing, there be 20 families
there setled.—Also that they may have Immunity from all pub-
lique charges (excepting in cases Extreordinary) for seven yeares
next ensuing the date hereof.
Tho : Danforth
, Edward Johnson
Eleazer Lusher
The Deputies approve of the returne of the Committee in answer
to this pet. with reference to the Consent of o hono™ magis®
hereto
William Torrey Cleric.
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[Land at Penacook Reserved for a Plantation, 1662.]
[Mass. Archives, Vol. 112, p. 147.]

16: 39 M° 1662 :

Upon Informac’on that Pennie Cooke is An Apt place for A
Townshipp ; And in Considerac’on of the lords great blessing upon
the Countrie in muoitiplying the inhabitants & plantac’ons here;
And that Allmost All such places are Allreadie taken up—It is
Ordered by this Court that the lands at Pennie Cook be reserved
for A plantac’on till So many of such as have petic’oned for lands
there or of others shall present to setle A plantac’on there. the
Deputyes have past this desireing the Consent of o* Hono™ magists
hereto

William Torrey Cleric.

[ Petition of Malden, Mass., for Land at Penacook, 1662.]
[Mass. Archives, Vol. 112, p. 147.]

To the honoured Court now Assembled at Boston the 4% of the 4
Me 1662 : the Petic'on of the inhabitants of Malden humbly Shew-

ing.

gI‘ha\.t the Bounds of our Town are Exceeding streight; the most
of our Improved Lands & Meadow being limited About two Miles
in length and one in Breadth; And that Allso the most part of it
by purchase from Charlst® wherof wee were A small Branch;
from whom Allso wee had all the Commons wee have; which is
verie small & Rockie.

That hitherto, wee have had no Inlargement from the Countrie ;
nor can wee have Any neere Adjoyning, being Surrounded by
sundry Townshipps.

That our Charges to the Countrie & Ministry ; much Exceedeth
sundry others, who have many times our Accommodac’ons And
as many here doe know.

Our Teacher Allso hath been long visited with verie great
weaknesses ; from which it is much feared he will not be recov-
ered.

For theis and other weightie Considerac’ons. Our most humble
Petic’on to this much honoured Court is; That A Tract of lands

s .
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of About fowre Miles Square at A place Called Pennycooke may
be Granted As An Addic’on to us, for our better Support And
Incouragement; in the Service of Christ & the Countrie; to be
Layd out by m* Jonathan Danforth or some other Artist And Capt
Ed: Jonson or John Parker.

So with our heartie prayers to God for your utmost peace &
prosperitie, wee Crave leave to Subscribe ourselves y* verie hum-
ble Servants,

Joseph Hills : Will: Brackenbury  John Wayte
John Sprague Abram Hill Tho : Call
Job Lane Peter Tuffs Robert Bardin

In the name of the rest
The Deputyes thinke not meete to grant this pet
. William Torrey Cleric.

[Mass. House Journal, June 6, 1721.]

A Petition of sundry Inhabitants in the County of Essex, Pray-
ing for a Tract of Land on Merrimack-River, Eight Miles square,
extending from Suncook to Cuntacook River on both sides of
Merrimack-Rrver. Read. .

[Mass. House Joufnal, June g, 1721.}

A Petition of 120 Inhabitants, in the County of Essex, praying
for a parcel of Land lyiné on Merrimack River, between Cunta-
cook and Suncook, to be Granted to them for a Township. Read
and

Ordered, That Capt. Fokn Skepley, Col. Foseph Buckminsier,
and Mr. Fosepk Winslow, be a Committee to take an exact Sur-
vey of the Land or each side of Merrimack, between the rivers of
Suncook and Cuntacook, and lay the same into two Townships, if
the Land be capable thereof, taking with them a Surveyor and
Chain-men; & also that the said Committee view and report the
quality and nature of the Land between Dunsiable and that Land
intended for the two Townships; and make their Report to this
House the next Sessions.
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[Mass. House Journal, June 15, 122.]

n,?'osepiz Buckminster Esq; Messieurj;,f“r’oﬁn Skeple and Foseph
snslow a Committee appointed in Marck last, to Survey the
Land on each side Merrimack-Rever between Suncook and Cunta-
cook. Reported,

That they had Surveyed the said Land, and find that there is a2
great Quantity of Waste Land, and some good Land in it. And
are of Opinion that the same may be accommodable for Settling a
Township, if laid out large enough. That they had also viewed
the Lands on both sides the River between dmaskecg-Falls and
Dunstable, where there is a great deal of poor Pine Land, and a
considerable Quantity of good, and sufficient for a Township, if
the Irish do not Interrupt their Settlement, &c. Read, And

Ordered, That Mr. Dudley, Mr. Wainwright, Mr. Ward, Mr.
Fullum, and Mr. Stoddard be a Committee to 