Dedication of the John Parker Hale Statue
First Abolitionist US Senator
New Hampshire State House Grounds
August 3, 1892

With comments and remembrances from friends and colleagues including the Abolitionist Frederick Douglass, Poet John
Greenleaf Whittier, and anti-slavery Speaker of the US House, Galusha A Grow of Pennsylvania.
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NOTE The Senator John P. Hale Statue, dedicated August 3, 1892, was a gift to
the State of New Hampshire by his son-in-law, William E. Chandler of Concord
(1835-1917), who himself had a distinguished career as a newspaper publisher,
Speaker of the NH House (1864), U.S. Senator (1887-89, 1889-1901), and Presi-
dent Chester A. Arthur’s Secretary of the Navy (1882-1885). He has been called
the “Founder of the Modern Navy.” Chandler previously served as Lincoln’s Solic-
itor and Judge Advocate General of the Navy. He married Hale’s daughter, Lucy,
after the death of his first wife, Anne Gilmore, daughter of NH Governor Joseph
A. Gilmore ( 1863-1865). Prior to their marriage, Lucy, was a popular “belle” of
Washington society. Among her admirers were Robert Todd Lincoln, Oliver Wen-

dell Holmes, and John Wilkes Booth, to whom Lucy was secretly engaged at the
time of the assassination. A photo of her was on Booth’s person at the time if his
death. The relationship to Booth was an embarrassment to her father, about to
leave the country as Lincoln’s Ambassador to Spain, one of the president’s last appointments. Lucy remained in Europe with her parents
for five years, returning to marry Chandler to whom she had corresponded years earlier as a young woman while he was a student at Har-
vard. His great grandson, John Parker Hale Chandler, Jr., (1911-2001), was a newspaper publisher and editor active in Republican politics as
a party leader and officer holder during much of the last half of the 20th Century, serving terms in the New Hampshire House, Executive
Council, and State Senate. William E. Chandler Portrait by UD Tenney after Matthew Wilson, NH State Library.
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