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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 

ELECTIONS AND RED!STR!CT!NG STANDING COMMITTEE 

2019 LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT 

NASI-lVJLLE, TENNESSEL • AUG. 5-AUG. 8, 2019 

Committee Chairs 

Co-Chair: Senator Mike J. fool mer (Pa.) Co-Chair: Senator Melanie A. Levesque (N.H.) 

Vice Chair: Senator Adam Morfcld (Ncb.) Vice Chair: Senator Matt Huffman (Ohio) 

Staff Co-Chair: Jeffrey M. Wice (N.Y.) Staff Co-Chair: Frank Strigari (Ohio) 

Staff" Vice Chair: Alexis Stang\ (Minn.) Staff Vice Chair: Michelle Davis (Md.) 

Staff Vice Chair: Rachel Weiss (Mont.) 

NCSL STAFF CONTACTS 

Wendy Underhill 

Group Director 

Elections & Redistricting 

303-802-6673 (c) 

Dylan Lynch 

Policy Specialist 

Elections & Redistricting 

720-544-1085 (c) 

Christi Zamarripa 

Policy As~ociate 

Elections & Redistricting 

303-995-5356 (c) 

Monda\, ;\uuust 5 

7:45-11:30 a.m. 

Convention 

Center 

3:15-5 p.m. 

Convention 
Center­

IV.J AHC 

Optional Tour- Wilson County Election Commission 

Pickup and drop-off will be at the Ntahvil/e Mu!ciiC City Center 011 the 2nd floor 6'h Avenue 

Doors. There will be signage in MCC pointing to where to go for transportation and signs 

outside fnr session tours 

7:45 a.m : Start loading bus at Convention Center 

8: 15 a.m.: Depart for Wilson County Election Commission 

9:00a.m.: Arrive at Wilson County Election Commission 

11:00 a.m.: Depart Wilson County Election Commission 

11:30 a.m.: Arrive back at Convention Center --·-------

All About the Census 

Moderator: Jennifer Jackson. Texas Legislative Council 

3:15 pm--4: 15 pm: Learn ti"om U.S. Census Bureau stafl about the kickoff for the census, ju~t 

nine months away. Cyhersecurity? Dbclosure avoidance? Electronic responses? Outreach? 

Speaker: James Whitehome. U.S. Census, Washington, D.C. 

Speaker: Phil Lutz. U.S. Census, Washington, D.C. 

4: 15 pm- 4:30 prn: What are states doing to encourage full counts? Just about everywhere, 

"Complete Count Committees" are taking hold. 

Speaker: Natricce Bryant, Department of Local Affairs. Colorado 

l 
4:30pm--5:00pm: The citizenship quc::.tion: What did the Supreme Court say about its 

inclusion on the census form? Which data will he provided. and how? 

Speaker: Clark Bensen, Polidata, Virginia 
I 

____ _1_ __ ~aker: JeffM. Wi~!._New York Legislatu~ ___________ _ 



Tuesda)', August 6 
7:30-8:45 a.m. 

Convention 
Center­
)04 0 

Convention 
Center-
104 ABC 

CLE uvai/ab/e 

Ranked Choice Voting and Runoffs: Pros, Cons, Ways and Means 
Join us for hreakli!st as legislators debatc ranked choice voting and runoff elections for general, primary and vacancy elections, and how these elections may be aftCcted by other proposals such as open primaries and vote-by-mail elections. Bring your ideas and experience and be prepared to share. 

Moderator: Senator David Blount. Missi~----­Speakcr: Senator Mary Kiffmeyer, Minn~a Speaker: Representative Stephen Handy, U~ Speaker: Senator Cheryl Kagan, Mar~ Speaker: Chris Hughes, Ranked Cho1ce Voting Resource Center, Ma~ Speaker: Rob Richie, PairVote, Maryland j ~c----;-:-;-;--~~~--~~--~--~--~---­
Redistricting and the Law 

Moderator: Gina Wright, Reapportionment Office, (',eorgia 
10: 15 am I! :15 am: The courts have spoken-but what did they say in 2019? The Supreme Court took on partisan map-making, and state courts continued to hear cases, too, based on racial, procedural and other grounds. 
I 1:20 am-12:00 pm: What does compliance with Section 2 of the National Voting Rights Act require? Map-drawer& must consider race, but race can't be the predominant motive in decision-making. Leam from this introduction to racial voting analysis. 

Speaker: Jason Torchinsky, Holtzman Vogel Josefiak Torchinsky PLLC, Virginia Speaker: Kristen Clarke, Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Washington, ~~~~~o~c~··~,c-~c-~--~--~--~--~--~-­Rcdistricting Basics 

Convention 
Center-
209 

.m. 

CLF available 

3:30-5 p.m. 

Convention 
Center-
104 ABC 

Moderator: Frank Strigari, Ohio General Assembly, Ohio 
2:00pm-2:45pm: What do leaders need to know about redistricting? How about rank and file members? . This session provides the framework and access to great resources. 

2:45pm--3:15pm: State approaches to public input may be the coming thing this cycle. Input can come from meaningful hearings or from providing public map-making options. Learn your options. 
r.::-::----.,. Speaker Mile~ Rapoport Harvard Kennedy School, Massachusetts 

Elections as Infrastructure in a Cyber World 
Moderator: Senator Gilbert KeitJ1-Agaran, Hawaii 
3:30pm-4:30pm: It's been over two years since elections have been designated as critical infrastructure. How are elections being treated as critical infrastructure? What are states doing or what can they do to support this critical component of our governance? 

Panelist: Tre Hargett, Tennessee Secretary of State, Tennessee Panelist: Matt Masterson, Department of Homeland Security. District of Columbia 4:30pm-5:00pm: What are post-dection audits, what are RLAs, and how do you know what's best for your state? Enjoy a hands-on demonstration of an RLA using decks of cards. Panelist: Jennifer Morell, Democracy Fund, Washington, D.C. 

• 
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9-10:15 a.m. 

Convention 
Center-
104 0 

10:30-11:45 a.m. 

Convention 
Center-
104 ABC 

CLE available 

2-3:15 p.m. 

Convention 
Center-
104 ABC 

CLE available 

Sp,o~,O.'cd by the Asl1 Center of the llarvard Kennedy School and the Hrookings Institution 

is an ancillary event and refreshments will he .w!rvetl. 

For more information, contact Miles Rapoport, mifes_rapopart(ij;hb.har~>ard.edu 

The midterm elections of 20 18 surr.riscd many observers by having such a dramatic increase 

in turnout, measured against 2014 anr.l other midterm elections. But a closer look shows that 

the participation rate barely nudged over 50% and highlights just how low our expectations 

have become for voting participation. 

This ancillary session will cover the issues involved in universal voting, and whether this is 

an innovation that should be seriously discussed at the ~tate and local levels in our country. 

Redistricting and Elections Committee Business Meeting 

Learn from NCSL's elections team about what's going on in the elections and redistricting 

universe (legislatively speaking). Hear from attendees about their favorite bills. Brief war 

stories welcome. 

Varied Voter Experiences: How One Size Doesn't Always Fit All 

Elections policies may work well in the agb>regatc, but do they have disparate effects on 

some voter groups? Any legislation can be considered in light of how it works for rural 

voters versu5 urban voters, Native American voters, voters with disabilities and perhaps 

other groups as well. 

Moderator: Senator Kathy Bernier, Wisconsin 

Panelist: Khelan Bhatia, AARP, Washington, D.C. 

Panelist: Michelle Bishop. National Di~=lbility Rights Network, Washington, D.C. 

Panelist: Jacqueline De Le6n, Native American Rights Fund, Colorado 

Panelist: Tammy Patrick, Democracy Fund, Washington, D.C. 

The DMV: A Key Ally in Voter Registration 

Since the implementation of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (aka the Motor­

Voter Law), motor vehicle bureaus have been key players in voter registration. In 2016, the 

U.S. Election Assistance Commission reported that a third of all new voter registrations 

originated at lJMVs. Learn how states are modernizing the link between DMVs and voter 

registration. 

Moderator: Representative Gary Cbry, South Carolina 

Speaker: Lisa Danetz, Democracy Fund, Massachusetts 

Speaker: John Lindback, Center for Secure and Modem Elections, Was ington 

"~' '"~M<··~ "' , ... ~T;.~··; ~·~~~ cv'" ~J 
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Wcdncsda\, Au~ust 7 Continued 
3:30-5 p.m. 

Convention 
Center-
104 ABC 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Top Topics in Elections 

Election Emergencies: Which laws govern when a worst-case scenario- --think hurricanes 
and point-of-service attacks-hit=. on Election Day? 

Vote by Mail Challenges: What arc states doing to secure voting when ballots an.: out5ide 
the hands of election officials? 

Ballot Design: What can legislator.<. consider to ensure that ballots arc understandable? 
Participate in a hands-on activity. 

Moderator: Senator Mike Folmer, Pennsylvania 
Speaker: Charles Stewart Hl, The Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Massachusetts 
Speaker: Whitney Quesenhery, Center for Civic Design, New Jersey 
Speaker: Robert Giles, New Jersey Department of State- Division of Elections, New Jersey 
Speaker: Shelby D. Johnson, Geographic Information Systems Office, Arkansas 

Redistricting Strategy Session & Reception for Republicans 

This is an ancillary session for GOP legislators to caucus on strategies for redistricting. 

f.egislators and stqff"should contact Sonja Kiefer at events'li{airlines.org and press should 
r-c~~~----+'':'o~n"tact Gail Gitcho at press:i:i{airlines.org 

5:30-6:30 p.m. Redistricting Strategy Session for Democrats 

Convention 
Center-
207 ABC 

Convention 
Center-
104 E 

--

This is an ancillary session for Democratic legislators to caucus on strategies for 
redistricting. 

For more infl;rmation,_ contact .Jeff"Wir:e, De_mocraticredistricting (i gmail.c~·o~m~---

When it comes 
to redistricting, 
the learning 
curve is steep. 

Let us help you and 
your team prepare 
for this complex, 
once-a-decade task. 

MAKING 
THE MAPS 
THE NCSL SEMINARS 
ON REDISTRICTING 

REGISTER TODAY AT 

www_ncsl.org/redistrict 

JYAE lQ li, i!81! 
PfeYieltiiCE, R-:1. 

Oct. 24-27, 2019 
Columbus, Ohio 

May 6-10,2020 
Las Vegas 

Sept. 24-27, 2020 
Portland, Ore. 

January 2021 
Washington, D.C. 
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AGRICULTURE TASK FORCE 
August 5, 2019 I Nashville, Tenn. 

Omni Nashville Hotcll250 51
h Ave. S, Nashville, TN 37203 



6:00-7:00 pm 

Barlines 
Omni Hotel 
250 5th AveS 

7:30am 

Omni Hotel 
Broadway A 

9-10:15 am 

Omni Hotel 
Broadway A 

Agriculture Task Force Agenda 

Co-Chairs: 
Representative Jeni Arndt, Colorado 

Senator Elaine Bowers, Kansas 

Smuhi), August -1 

Optional Evening Gathering 

NCSL staff encourages you, if you do not already have plans, to join your 
fellow agriculture task force members for a brief networking opportunity 
and some libations before we delve into sessions tomorrow. 

*Open to Task Force members and partners. 

J\londa~. August 5 

Breakfast and Introductions 

Breakfast and task force sessions will take place in the Omni Hotel in 
Broadway A. 

Representative Jeni Arndt, Colorado 
Senator Elaine Bowers, Kansas 

Redefining Meat- State Legislation 2019 

The popularity of plant-based foods, including meats and dairy products 
is growing fast. In response, thirteen states have enacted or adopted 
egislation that establishes a formal definition of "meat." These laws will 

affect any lab-grown meats that come onto the market. Join us for a . ·,.0, 
discussion exploring which states have acted, how these laws have (r' r 
attempted to define products from animals raised and harvested in a (#J\ ' ,. 
traditional manner, and the judicial review~ they have ~parked. ,.::: y'· /f , 

· ,nLi\1" --n L ··~..~ £,,,,~~ ' 
Dan Colegroveli:lant Basid FQ..od A§sociation~ '",... ,. ,r .. -
Dan Kovich, Director of Science and Technology, National Pork 
Producers Council 
Doug Farquhar, Environmental Health Program Director, NCSL / 
Tennessee- Sowing and Growing 

From businesses to schools to state government, a multitude of players 
contributes to the agricultural economy. Tennessee is home to several 
examples of innovative initiatives, including promoting education, 
supporting business development and developing collaborative networks. 
Presenters will share information, stories and best practices on how the 
state is su ortin a riculture. 



~~f.;;~<~~~ jb..Q~ru:uj;~ 
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Introduction by Senator Mike Belennpssee) 

Dr. Charlie Hatcher, Commissioner, Tenn. Department of Agriculture 

Brandon Gibson, Senior Advisor, Tenn. Office of the Governor 

Pete Nelson, Executive Director, Ag Launch 

10:15-I0:30am Break 

I 0:30- II :30 am Passing the Torch: Building the Next Generation of Farmers 

Omni Hotel Farmers keep food on our tables- ensuring that families across the nation 
Broadway A can have a glass of milk alongside their shredded wheat cereal in the 

morning, and meat and potatoes for dinner. While the number of young 

farmers has increased, it's not kept pace with the growth of farmers over 

65 which still outnumber them by a margin of six to one. A new 

generation of fanners will be needed- but they currently face significant 

challenges when getting started- from crippling student debt, farmland 

access difficulties, and other structural barriers. Join us as we learn what 

states arc doing to ensure that young farmers are a priority and to ensure 

the future of fanning. 

David Howard, Northeast Campaigns Director, National Young Fanners 

Coalition 
Representative Jeni Arndt, Colorado 

I 1:30am-Noon Business Session and Legislator Roundtable 

Omni Hotel Task force members, as well as other legislators and legislative staff, are 
Broadway A invited to participate in a discussion on policy issues. (All attendees are 

invited. You do not have to be a member of the task force to participate in 

this or any of the sessions.) 

• Discussion of proposed NCSL policies and resolutions . 

• What did you accomplish this session? 

• Distussion on fUture Task }Orce activities . 

The NCSL Legislative Summit will kick off on Monday afternoon, including the opening general 

session- Living Legend Dolly Parton at 1:30pm in the Music City Center Grand Ballroom. 

v-JJ> 
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The following NCSL Legislative Summit sessions may be of interest to Agriculture Task Force 
members. All sessions will take place in the Music City Center. Please see the NCSL mobile app 

and the main agenda for more information. 

7:30-8:45 am 
Music City Center 
103AB 

2-3:15pm 
Music City Center 
204 

T ucsda~ ~ August 6 

Food and Farm Breakfast 

The 2018 Farm Bill expanded interest in cultivating hemp programs across 
the country. States continue to explore this rapidly developing industry and 
to promote cultivation and production. Several challenges continue to face 
this industry- product development and testing; transportation; and 
changing regulatory frameworks. Join us for the annual food and farm 
breakfast as we take a deep dive and hear from state, federal and industry 
experts on next steps for hemp legalization 

Panelists: 
Sonia Jimenez, deputy administrator, U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Agricultural Marketing Service 
Courtney Moran, chief legislative strategist, Agricultural Hemp Solutions 
Annie Self, Plant Certification Administrator, Tenn. Department of 
Agriculture 
David Waddell, Legal and Policy director, Tenn. Department of 
Agriculture 

NCSL gratefully acknowledges Archer Daniels Midland for its support of 
this brealifast. 

What States Need to Know about the 2018 Farm Bill 
The federal Farm Bill, which is reauthorized twice a decade on average, 
represents one of the most important pieces of federal legislation for the 
agriculture industry and rural communities. The bill covers everything 
from crop insurance to conservation practices and rural energy to hemp 
legalization, among other topics. Join us for a discussion with national 
agriculture policy experts to learn the key takeaways for states from the 
2018 Farm Bill. 

Panelists: 
Britt Aasmundstad, associate director of public policy, National 
Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
Bette Brand, administrator, U.S. Department of Agriculture's Rural 
Business Service 
Sonia Jimenez, deputy administrator, U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
Agricultural Marketing Service 



3:30-Spm 

Music City Center 
105 

7:30-10:15 am 

Music City Center 
106AB 

Andrew Walmsley, director of congressional relations, American Farm 
Bureau Federation 

Rural Economies: Left Behind or Poised for Resurgence 

For decades, Americans have been moving away from rural hometowns to 
seek jobs and opportunities in America's cities. But can that trend be 
reversed? Hear experts discuss the realities that rural economies face and 
innovative ways that states are supporting economic growth in rural 
communities. 

Panelists: 
Sammie Arnold, assistant commissioner of community and rural 
development, Tennessee Department of Economic and Community 
Development 
Kenneth Poole , president/CEO, Center for Regional Economic 
Competitiveness 

\\ cdncsda). Alll!;IISI 7 

Natural Resources and Infrastructure Committee Business Meeting 

All NRJ Committee members are encouraged to attend the Business 
Meeting and consider Policy Directives and Resolutions that will guide the 
NRI Committee's advocacy efforts before Congress and the 
administration. Join us as the committee debates and votes on policies that 
guide the Committee's advocacy work in Washington, D.C. 

Presiding: 
Representative Stephen G. Handy, Utah, Co-Chair NRI Committee 
Representative Andrew J. McLean, Maine, Co-Chair NRI Committee 

NCSL Staff Contacts· 
Ben Hosch Mindy Bridges Kristen Hildreth 

Federal Affairs Counsel Sr. Policy Specialist Policy Specialist 
Natural Resources & Environment, Energy & Natural Resources & 

Infrastructure Committee Transportation Program Infrastructure Committee 
Washington, DC Denver, CO Washington, DC 

ben.husch@ncsl.org mind:r.bridges@ncsl.org kristen.hildreth@ncsl.org 
Cell: 609-947-0964 Cell: 720-412-9535 Cell: 202-412-6872 



NCSL gratefully acknowledges the following 
companies & organizations for supporting the NCSL 

Agriculture Task Force! 

ADM 
Biotechnology 
Innovation 
Organization CORTIV.A-

agrisclence 

Crop Life 
*AMERICA*_.--+-. 

THEScotts 
COMPANY 



Let;::islators and Lee:islative Staff 

Jennifer Arndt 
Representative 
Colorado General Assembly 
200 E. Colfax Avenue, Room 307 
Denver, CO 80203 
Phone: (303) 866-2917 
Email: jeni.arndt.house@state.co.us 

Mike Bell 
Senator 
Tennessee General Assembly 
425 5th Ave. North 
Suite 716 Cordell Hull Bldg. 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Phone: (615) 741-1946 
Email: sen.mike.bell@capitol.tn.gov 

Elaine Bowers 
Senate Majority Whip 
Kansas Legislature 
300 SW Tenth Avenue, Room 223-E 
Topeka, KS 66612 
Phone: (785) 296-7389 
Email: Elaine.Bowers@senate.ks.gov 

Dan Douglas 
Representative 
Arkansas General Assembly 
500 Woodland Street, Room 350 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
Phone: (479) 619-9231 
Email: dan-douglas@sbcglobal.net 

Bill Hansell 
Senator 
Oregon Legislature, Room S-415 
900 Court Street, NE 
State Capitol 
Salem, OR 97301 
Phone: (503) 986-1729 

NCSL Task Force on Agriculture 
Participant List 

Omni Nashville I Nashville, Tenn. 
August 5, 2019 

Rick Hansen 
Representative 
Minnesota Legislature 
407 State Office Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
Phone: (651) 296-6828 
Email: rep.rick.hansen@house.mn 

Tom Hawk 
Senator 
Kansas Legislature 
Kansas State Capitol 
300 SW Tenth Avenue, Room 135-E 
Topeka, KS 66612-1504 
Phone: (785) 296-7360 
Email: tom.hawk@senate.ks.gov 

Clark Kauffman 
Representative 
State Capitol Building 
PO Box 83720 
Boise, lD 83 720-003 8 
Phone: (208) 334-5397 
Email: ckauffman@house.idaho.gov 

Charles Isenhart 
Representative 
Iowa Legislature 
1007 East Grand A venue 
Des Moines, lA 50319 
Phone: (515) 281-3221 
Email: charles.isenhart@legis.iowa.gov 

Wayne Moynihan 
Representative 
107 North Main St. 
State House 
Concord, NH 03301-4951 
Phone: (603) 449-2058 
Email: wayne.moynihan@leg.state.nh.us 

Email: Sen.BillHansell@oregonlegislature.gov 
Clarence Nishihara 
Senator 
Hawaii Legislature, Room 214 



415 South Bcrctania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 586-6970 
Email: sennishihara@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Jim Patrick 
Senator 
Idaho Legislature 
PO Box 83720, 
Boise, ID 83720-0081 
Phone: (208) 332-1318 
Email: joatrick@senate.idaho.gov 

Rock Riggs 
l,cgislative Assistant 
Office of Senator Mike Gabbard 
Hawaii Legislature 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
Phone: (808) 586-6830 
Email: r.riggs@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Kevin Ryan 
Representative 
Connecticut General Assembly 
Legislative Office Building, Room 4108 
300 Capitol A venue 
Hartford, CT 06106-1591 
Phone: (860) 240-8504 
Email: Kevin.Ryan@cga.ct.gov 

John Wilkinson 
Senator 
Georgia General Assembly 
206 Washington Street, Room 421-A 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
Phone: ( 404) 463-5257 
Email: john.wilkinson@senate.ga.gov 

Other Attendees 

Gene Harrington 
Director, State Government Affairs, 
Food & Agriculture 
Biotechnology Innovation Organization 
1201 Maryland Avenue, Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20024 
Phone: (202) 962-9513 
Email: gharrington@bio.org 

Carol Coley McDonald 
Assistant Commissioner 
Department of Agriculture 
Ellington Agricultural Center 
440 Hogan Road 
Nashville, TN 37220 
Email: carol.mcdonald@tn.gov 

Chris Riley 
Director- State Government Relations 
Archer Daniels Midland (ADM) 
4666 Faries Parkway 
Decatur, IL 62526 
Phone: (217) 451-4403 
Email: Chris.Riley@adm.com 

Faculty 

Dan Colegrove 
Chief Advocacy Strategist 
Gunster Strategies 
2121 K Street NW, Suite 850 
Washington, DC 20037 
Email: dan@gunsterstrategies.com 

Doug Farquhar 
Environmental Health Program Director 
National Conference of State Legislatures 
7700 East First Place, 
Denver, CO 80230 
Phone: (303) 856-1397 
Email: doug.farquhar@ncsl.org 

Brandon 0. Gibson 
Senior Advisor to the Governor 
State Capitol, First Floor 
600 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37243 
Email: Brandon.O.Gibson@tn.gov 

Charlie Hatcher 
Commissioner 
Department of Agriculture 
Ellington Agricultural Center 
440 Hogan Road 
Nashville, TN 37220 



David Howard 
Northeast Campaigns Director 
National Young Farmers Coalition 
364 Warren Street 
Hudson, NY 12534 
Email: david@youngfarmers.org 

Daniel A. Kovich, DVM, MPH 
Director of Science and Technology 
National Pork Producers Council 
122 C Street NW Suite 875 
Washington, DC 20001 
Email: kovichd@nppc.org 

Pete Nelson 
President/Executive Director 
AgLaunch Initiative 
88 Union, Floor 6 
Memphis, TN 38103 
Email: pnelson@aglaunch.com 

NCSL Staff 

Mindy Bridges 
Senior Policy Specialist 
National Conference of State Legislatures 
7700 East First Place, 
Denver, CO 80230 
Phone: (303) 856-1560 
Email: mindy.hridges@ncsl.org 

Kristen Hildreth 
Policy Specialist 
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