
2012 Voter ID Law 

Senate Bill 289 
House Bill 1354 



Voter ID Law 

• In 2012 the legislature passed a photo ID 
requirement to obtain a ballot at the polling place 
for all elections, including local elections.  

• The process for registering to vote remains the 
same although some of the affidavit forms have 
changed. 

• The voter ID law, by itself, should not result in 
voters on the checklist being turned away or not 
having their vote counted on the day of the 
election. 



Acceptable Forms of ID for 2012 

• Drivers License issued by any state (even if 
expired) 

• ID card issued by NH DMV (Division of Motor 
Vehicles) 

• U.S. Armed Services ID card 
• U.S. Passport (even if expired) 



Acceptable Forms of ID for 2012 cont’d 

• Valid photo ID card issued by federal, state, 
county or local government 

• Valid student ID card 
• Other photo ID deemed legitimate by the 

supervisors of the checklist, the moderator or 
the clerk 

• Verification of identity by a supervisor of the 
checklist, the moderator or the clerk. 
 



2012 Primary Election 

• Ballot Clerk asks voter to present photo ID 
• If voter does not have ID: 

– Voter will be informed ID will be required in future 
elections 

– Voter  will be handed an explanatory document 

• Voter will be handed a ballot so they can 
proceed to vote 





2012 General Election 

• Ballot Clerk asks voter to present photo ID 
• If voter does not have ID: 

– Voter must fill out “Challenged Voter Affidavit” 
– Ballot Clerk will mark on checklist that voter 

executed “Challenged Voter Affidavit” instead of 
presenting a Photo ID 

– Voter will be handed a ballot so they can proceed 
to vote 



2012 General Election 



Vouchers for Photo ID from DMV 

• City and Town Clerks, and the Secretary of 
State, are authorized to issue vouchers for a 
“non-driver photo id for voting purposes only”  
at no charge to a voter if: 
– The voters name appears on the checklist, and 
– The voter asserts they do not have an acceptable 

form of photo ID 



Vouchers for Photo ID from DMV 

• Vouchers will require the City or Town Clerk’s 
seal and signature 

• Voter will deliver voucher to DMV licensing 
office 

• DMV will ask for voter’s birth date 
• If DMV determines voter already has drivers 

license or non-driver ID, voter will be told that 
continuing voucher process will result in the 
discontinuance of the other ID issued by DMV 



Vouchers for Photo ID from DMV 

• Voter will receive temporary ID until 
permanent ID is mailed to them 

• Image of voter will be deleted from system 
after ID is created. 



Form of Voter ID from DMV 

• Vertical design similar to underage drivers 
• Will contain image of voter 
• Will contain signature of voter 
• Will contain date of issue 
• There will not be an expiration date 
• Will contain domicile address 
• Will display “For Voting Purposes Only” 

 



Absentee Voting 

 
 
 

• The absentee voting process is unchanged by 
the photo ID legislation. 



Identity Verification Mailings 

• Verification mailings returned as undeliverable or 
not responded to by the voter will be submitted 
to the Attorney General for an investigation. 

• Within 60 days after a General Election the 
Secretary of State must file a report to legislative 
leaders on the number of voters that did not 
present an acceptable photo ID for each election 
(including local elections) since the last report 
was filed. 
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